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HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE

CHAPTER XXV

THE RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC

TBE history of the revolt in the Netherlands has been

Don John
of Austria

carried down in a former chapter to the pacification of Governor of
Ghent, November 8th, 1576. It was a mistake on the part of the Nether-

Plnhp II. to leave the country eight months with only an ad
intervm government. Had he immediately filled up the
vacancy occasioned by the death of Requesens, either by the
appointment of his sister Margaret, or any other person, the
States could not have seized upon the government, and the
alliance established at Ghent would not have been effected,
by which an almost independent commonwealth was estab-
lished. But Philip seems to have been puzsled as to the
choice of a successor; and his selection, at length, of his
brother, Don John of Austria, caused a further considerable
delay. Don John, the hero of Lepanto, was, at that time,
Govemor of the lﬁla.nese, where necessary arrangements
lled him to remain some time after his appointment.
then to proceed to Spain for instructions, whence he
tra.velled throug g France into the Low Countries.

The state of the Netherlands compelled Don John to enter
them not with the pomp and dignity becoming the lawful re-
presentative of a great Sovereign, but stealthily, like a traitor
or conspirator. In Luxembourg alone, the only province
which had not joined the new federation, could he expect to
be received ; and he entered its capital four days before the
publication of the treaty of Ghent, in the disguise of a Moorish
servant, and in the train of Don Ottavio Gongaga, brother of
the Prince of Melfi. Without money or arms, he was obliged

The Uniom
of Bruseels,
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to negotiate with the federal assembly, now removed from
Ghent to Brussels, in order to procure the recognition of his
authority. At the instance of the Prince of Orange, the con-
gress insisted on the withdrawal of the Spanish troops, the
maintenance of the treaty of Ghent, an act of amnesty for
past offences, the convoeation of the States-General, and an
oath from Don John that he would rgeot all the charters
and customs of the country. The new Governor was violent,
but the deputies were firm ; and in Jan , 1577, wag formed
the UnioN or BrusseLs, the professed objects of which were,
the immediate expulsion of the Spaniards, and the execution
of the Pacification of Ghent; ile at the same time the
Roman Catholic religion and the King’s authority were to be
upheld. This Union, which was only a more popular repeti-
tion of the treaty of Ghent, soon obtained numberless signa-
tures. By the stipulation in favour of Catholicism, it con-
tained the seeds of ite own dissolution; but it became the
stepping-stone to the more important Union of Utrecht.
The eanwhile B-odolph IL, the new Emperor, had offered his
i " mediation, and appointed the Bishop of Liége to use his good
' offices between the parties; who, with the aasistance of Duke
William of Jilich brought, or seemed to bring, the new
Governor to a more reasonable frame of mind. Don John,
however, was perhaps in reality determined by instructions
brought to him from Spain by his secretary Escovedo, recom-
mending no doubt that duplicity which characterized the
policy of the Spanish Court. en the negotiations were
resumed at Marche-en-Faméne, Don John yielded all the
ints in dispute, and embodied them in what was called the
EPETUAL Xpict, published March 12th, 1577. The Prince
of Orange suspected from the first that these concessions
were a mere deception, intended to be violated on the first

opportunity ; and his suspicions of the Governor’s h i

were afterwards conﬂmﬁ by intercepted letters. Aftgough.
to the astonishment of those not in the secret, the Perpetual
Edict was confirmed by Philip, the Prince of Orange refused
to publish it in Holland and d. To his secret motives
we have referred; the chief objections, which he publicly
alleged, were that no definite time had been fixed for the
assembling of the States-General; that the ratification of the
trea.g of Ghent was not categorical ; that the States were
called upon to pay the foreign mercenaries who had oppressed
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them ; and that his son, Count Buren, was still detained a
prisoner. Don John endeavoured to gain over the Prince by
private negotiations, in which magnificent offers were made
to him ; but William was incorruptible.

The Perpetual Edict did not produce any immediate

separa-
tion between the northern and southern provinces. Although jizes

the ish troops were actually sent away in April, the
Catholics as well as Protestants still harboured suspicions of
the Spaniards ; and when Don John entered Brussels, May 1st,
1577, the citizens refused to give him possession the
citadel. Finding himself a Governor merely in name, and
without any real authoritx, he resolved to seize by steaith the
power which was withheld from him. On pretence of paying
a visit to the consort of Henry of Navarre, who wae on her
way to the baths of Spa, Don John proceeded to Namur,
where the citadel was commanded by two sons of Count
Berlaimont, who were favourable to his views, and who gave
him ion of that fortress. He soon after got possession
of lemont and Marienburg, but failed in an attempt upon
the citadel of Antwerp. These steps he excused on the
ground that they were necessary to his security, pretend-
ing that a conspiracy had been formed to take his life. The
Prince of Orange endeavoured to prevail on the States to
resent these encroachments, and to attack Don John with all
theirforce ; but this seemed too bold a step to the aristocratic
and Catholic party, led by the Duke of Aerschot. The exer-
tions of William were thus confined to his own provinces of
Holland and Zealand, where a college of eighteen persons was
appointed to promote the popular cause. Permission was
obtained from the Catholic %ota.tm for deputies from Holland
and Zealand to enter the Brussels assembly, where they
often gave the tone; and they even succeeded in effecting
an alliance between the States and the Elector Palatine, a
Prince much dreaded by the Catholic party. When the
negotiations were resumed with Don John, the Btates de-
manded that the citadels of Ghent and Antwerp should be
razved ; but the popular party in those cities levelled them to
the ground without waiting for his answer.

On the 28rd of September, 1577, the Prince of Orange, at
the invitation of the States-General, entered Brussels amid
great rejoicings and the acclamations of the people, who
hailed him as * Father William.” During his absence prayers
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were daily offered up for his safety in the churches of Holland
and Zealand. The Prince immediately stopped all negotia-
tions with Don John, and preecribed to him conditions so
stringent, that he regarded them as a declaration of war, and
retired to Luxembourg. Aerschot and the Catholic nobility
were averse to these proceedings, though they were unable to
hinder them. When they acceded to the Pacification of
Ghent, they had hoped to obtain the leading influence in the
government ; they now saw with jealousy the chief power in
the hands of Orange and his party, yet at the same time they
hated and suspected the Spaniards. On the other hand
William became the favourite of the people. The Brabanters
elected him their Ruward, a dignity which was generally re-
served for the heir to the sovereignty, and conferred upon
him an almost dictatorial power. He was also offered the
Stadholdership of Flanders, which, however, he declined.
These marks of popular favour were bestowed upon Orange
partly in consequence of a step taken lx his opponents. The
Catholic aristocrats, who disﬁked both Don John and the
Prince of Orange, had called in as their Governor the Arch-
duke Matthias, a youth of twenty years of age, brother of the
Emperor Rodolph II. Matthias accepted the invitation, and
came to B without consulting his brother; but he had
no talent, and was never anything more than a puppet in the
hand of contending factions. To avoid useless contention,
as well as not to give offence to the Germans, Orange accepted
the nomination of Matthias, and received him with honour. On
the Fth December, 1577, the States-General formally deposed
Don John, and declared all who should assist him rebels and
traitors; and on the 10th a fresh * Union of Brussels’ was
signed, by which Protestantism was placed on & more favour-
able footing than by the Pacification of Ghent. This, how-
ever, was the last time that the Netherlands were united, nor
did their union prove of long duration. Matthias was in-
augurated at Antwerp as Governor-General, January 18th,
1578, having first subscribed a constitution drawn up under
the superintendence of the Prince of Orange. William was
to be his Lieutenant-General; a step insisted on by Queen
Elizabeth, who had now begun to afford the Netherlanders
some substantial assistance. Her motives were somewhat
selfish. She had discovered that Don John was plotting with
the Pope and the Guises to depose her, to espouse Mary
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Queen of Scots, and to seise the Crown of England. Elisa-
beth’s help to the Netherlanders had hitherto been confined
to small grants of money; but, although Philigmll appears
to have disapproved of the scheme of Don John, she now
adopted more warlike counsels, and in 1577 made a t.ren.ts
with the States, by which she agreed-to send 5,000 foot an
1,000 horse into the Low Counfries, to be paid for by the
States, but commanded by a general of her own, who was to
be received into the Netherland Council. She also agreed to
lend them her credit for £100,000, for which she was to
receive the bonds of some of the chief towns in the Nether-
lands, and her liability was to cease within a year.! This
treaty was gigned January 7th, 1578, and the English forces,
under Sir John Norris, proceeded into the Netherlands.

It being now plain that the acceptance of Don John as
Governor could ge accomplished only by force, Philip IL
assembled an army of about 20,000 Spanish and Italian
veterans, which he intrusted to the command of Alexander
Farnese, son of Ottavio, Duke of Parma, and Margaret, the
late Reogent of the Netherlands. At the same time the Pope

ublished a bull in favour of Don John, similar to those
?ormerly issued during the crusades against the Saracens.
The Netherlanders also assembled a considerable force under
De Qoignies, and towards the end of January, 1578, both
armies were ready to take the field. As the soldiers of the
States were mostly raw recruits, Orange advised an immediate
attack upon Don John, then at Namur; but this council was
overruled, and they waited to be assaulted near GEMBLOURS,
January 31st. A charge of cavalry led by Alexander Farnese
decided the victory in favour of the Royalists. Vast numbers
of the Netherlanders fell in the battle, and all the prisoners,
to the number of about 600, were put to death. It was
thought that Don John would now march upon Brussels, and
the States, the Council, and the Prince of Orange fled to
Antwerp ; instead of which, however, the victorious general
employed himself in taking some towns of less importance, as
Louvain, Nivelles, Bovines, and others.

Meanwhile Orange was drawing into the League those Battleof

Dutch towns which had not yet renounced their allegiance to
Philip II., and especially Amsterdam ; the accession of which

3 Camden’s Elisabeth, vol. i. p. 378 (ed. 1625).

S

Duteh.

Battle of
Gemblours.

ts.



1!

8 MODERN EUROPE [Caap. XXV.

important city, February 8th, 1578, more than oounter-

ced the defeat at Gemblours. Aerschot's , Who
had discovered that the Archduke Matthias was entirely use-
less, applied to the weak Duke of Anjou, to accept the pro-
toctorate of the Netherlands; while Queen Elizabeth, who
dreaded the extension by that means of French influence, by
way of counterpoise, recommended the States to seek the
assistance of John Casimir, brother of the Elector Palatine ;
and she advanced money to pay the German troops whom he
might conduct into the Low Countries. John Casgimir, how-
ever, who had little military talent, and had only distin-
guished himself by some ma.mudi.ngexpeditions. did not join
the patriots till near the end of August; who, meanwhile,
chiefly through the valour of the English under Norris, had
defeated Don John at Rymewanrs (August 1st). The allies
were 80 strongly posted, being protected on one side by the
river Demer, on another by a wood, and on a third by en-
trenchments, that Don John was counselled by his best
captains not to attack them; but he was anxious to give
battle before the arrival of John Casimir. The attack was
repulsed, and Don John's army would have suffered greatly
in its retreat, had not Alexander Farnese covered it in a
masterly manner with his cavalry.

This was the last exploit of the victor of to. He
retired under the cannom of Namur; Philip II. sent him
no assistance, and caused his secretary to be murdered in
Spain for too szealously promoting his master’s chimerical
marriage with Mary Stuart. Bossu, the commander of the
petriot army, threatening Nivelles, Don John broke up to
attack him, but was seized on the way with a fatal illness
(October 1st, 1578), at Bougy, a poor village near Namur.
The short administration of Don John may appear to have
produced no result; but he in reality initiated the
which preserved so large a portion of the Netherlands to the
Spanish Crown. Although he began the war contrary to
the wishes of Philip, yet it was evident that matters had
gone too far to be accommodated by any reconciliation with
the States: and he therefore determined on a gradual sub-
jugation of the revolted jprovinces, partly by force and ly

y negotiation. He revived the attachment of the Walloons
to the House of Burgundy; he won over to his view Pardien
de la Motte, the commandant of Gravelines, and Matthew
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Iouhrt,thuhop of Arm and employed them in his negotia-
tions

Don John was mooeeded,bothmthemvﬂandmﬂlhrym
command, by his nephew Alexander Farnese, who was only Sowomer
a fow months younger than his uncle, and had shared with lsads.
him the glory of Lepanto. In personal appearance he formed
& striking contrast to his relative. His was round and
covered with short, black, bristly hair; his forehead high but
narrow ; his nose aquiline; the lower pa.rt of his face covered
with a buahy black beard; his features were handsome; but
wore & somewhat sinister expression. His character was
cool, artful, determined; and, though lacking the fascina-
tion of Don John, he had the power of i inspiring confidence.

Both as a politician and a mlflow commander he was by
lf:ru the ablest Governor that hnd yet been seen in the Nether-

ds.

Before the death of Don John, the Catholic party and TheDuke
Walloon provinces had virtually superseded the Archduke oiXeR,
Matthias, by calling in the Duke of Anjou; nor had the the Nether-
Prince of Orange opposed their choice, thoug h he dictated to 's2dee=
the French Prince a convention which he sxgned at Mons,

Avugust 18th. Anjou’s vanity was tickled with the magnifi-
cent title of * Degender of the liberty of the Netgxerhnds
against the tyranny of the Spaniards and their adherents,”
but he was depnvog of all real power. Anjou’s coming had
been dreaded and opposed by Elizabeth on political grounds
although she still coquetted with him as a suitor! He
entered the Netherlnnds in Beptember, 1578, took Binche by
assault, and Maubeuge tulatnon but under pretence
ofl.defereneotothevnllofE izabeth, refrained from further
conquests and retired into France. The policy of the English
Queen on this subject differed from that of her ministers,
who would have gladly seen the Netherlands separated, even
by a French conquest, from the Crown of Spain; while it was
the wish of Elisabeth that they should be restored to Philip,
though with security for the preservation of their ancient
liberties. She had indeed too high an idea of the divine
right of Kings to regard the successful revolt of subjects
with approbation.

1 Letter of Sir Amias Pl.ulet to Leicester, in Groen van Prinsterer,
Archiéves, ete. t iv. p. 421 8q.
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Farnese pursued the same policy as his predecessor in
endeavouring to conciliate the Catholic provinces; and the
democratic violence of two d at last enabled him
to destroy the Pacification of Elmnt.. In the autumn of
1577 the nobles Imbize and Ryhove had incited an insurrec-
tion in Ghent, and had seized and imprisoned the Duke of
Aerschot and ten gentlemen of his suite, because the Duke,
who had been elected Stadholder of Flanders, had delayed
the promised confirmation of the ancient privileges of the
city. Of these two leaders Ryhove was bold, savage, and
unscrupulous. Imbize, with equal cruelty, was treacherous
and cowardly, but possessed more eloquence and talent. He
had conceived the chimerical idea of establishing a Reg::l:f
and converting Ghent into & second Rome. These
gogues had formed a democratic g(l)]vernment consisting of
an executive of eighteen citizens, while the legislative power
was vested in the deans of the guilds and the council of war
of the city train-bands. The example of Ghent was followed
by those towns where a proletarian population abounded ; as
Dendermonde, Courtray, Hulst, Oudenarde, and at last also
Bruges. These proeeetﬂngs were viewed with great disappro-
bation by the Prince of Orange, as calculated materially to
damage the patriot cause. He sent an envoy to remonstrate
with the leaders, and in December proceeded himself to
Ghent ; but all that he could effect was the liberation of the
Duke of Aerschot. The disorders in that city went on in-
creasing, and in the course of 1578 attained to such a height
that the Walloon aristocracy trembled for their religion and
even for their lives. The democratic party raged against the
Catholics, broke the images in the ch , and seized on
the property of the monks and clergy. A sort of internecine
war ensued. The Walloons, with a body of French, headed
by Pardieu, lord of La Motte, robbed, murdered, and de-
stroyed up to the very gates of Ghent; while on the other
hand, Bﬂhove and La Noue, having got together a force of
French Huguenots, desolated the Walloon territories. These
disorders caused the dissolution of the Brussels Union and of
the Pacification of Ghent. The Walloons, who complained
that faith had not been kept with them, entered into negotia-
tions with Farnese; and in January, 15679, they concluded a
separate leagne among themselves at Arras. The Prince of
Orange, on his side, united the Calvinist provinces together
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in an alliance called a union ; which, from its being
proclaimed at Utrecht, January 29th, 1579, obtained the
name of the Uxiox or Urmzcmr. It was subscribed by
deputies from Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, Gelderland, and
the rural districte of Groningen, and in the course of the
same year was acceded to by Friesland, Overyssel, Drenthe,
and the town of Groningen. The towns of Ghent, Bruges,
Antwerp, and Ypres were also members of the Union for a
time. The Union of Utrecht must be regarded as the
foundation of the Dutch Republic, although the various
provinces and towns which subscribed it did not remounce
their allegiance to Philip IL.; on the contrary, the professed
intention of the union was to maintain the Pacification of
Ghent, which acknowledge that Sovereign. The United Pro-
vinces did not propose in their corporate eapacity to meddle
with domestic politics or religion, but merely to drive the
foreigner from the land; and though they were to remain
perpetually united, each province and town was to retain ite
peculiar laws, privileges, and customs.

Ste. Aldegonde having been despatched by the Netherland
States to the Diet assembled at Worms to implore the assist-
ance of the Empire against the tyranny of the Spaniards, an
attempt was made at the instance of the Emperor, Rodolph
IL, w brother Matthias was still the ostensible Governor
of the Netherlands, to effect a reconciliation between the
provinces and the Spanish King; and with that view a con-
gress was held at Cologne in April, at which plenipotentiaries
attended from the Pope, the Emperor, the Spanish King, and
the Netherlands, as well as from ‘F?;.onoe, England, and several
of the German Princes. Cobham and Walsingham were the
English envoys; but the negotiations had no result. The
Papal Nuncio would of course listen to no proposals of
toleration, and Philip IT. insisted that the Netherlands
should remain in the same state as under Charles V. He
promised, indeed, to remove the Spanish troops; but he
would acknow the Protestant religion only in Holland
and Zealand, and that only for a time; while on the other
hand the States would relax none of the conditions on which
the governorship had been conceded to Matthias. An appeal to
arms became therefore again inevitable; hostilities, indeed,
had not been interrupted during the congress, and Farnese,
after threatening Antwerp, had laid siege to Maestricht.

Undom of
Utrecht.
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The Walloon provinces now entirely separated themselves

T from the rest, and concluded a treaty with Farnese in his
7. camp before Maestricht, May 17th, 1579, b‘ which the au-

thor?ty of the King was indeed restored, but under strict
limitations. Philip promised to dismiss all foreign troops,
and to confirm all present possessors in the offices which
they had acquired during the disturbances. Of all the
Walloon towns, Tournay, Cambray, and Bouchain alone
adhered to the States. The leading Walloon nobles who
negotiated this treaty made the Spaniards pay for their
adhesion ; the price of their loyalty being a military com-
mand, the government of a province, the order of the Golden
Fleece, or even a g;ysment money." But as the Walloon
provinces were a8 tical as Philip himself, they made no
stipulations about religion. Thus the Netherlands became
divided into three distinct parties: 1, the Calvinist provinces
of the north which had entered into the Union of Utrecht;
2, the Dutch-speaking middle provinces, containing an almost
equal number of Catholics and Protestants; and 8, the wholly
Catholic Walloon provinces of the south which had resumed
their obedience to the Spanish government.

Maestricht, after an admirable defence of three months,
during which numberless assaults were repulsed, was at
length taken, June 29th, the inhabitants having been sur-
prised in their sleep. During three days the Spaniards
exercised the most abominable cruelties. Fortunately Far-
nese’s treaty with the Walloons compelled him now to dis-
miss his Spanish troops, and he was consequently ot:Lisod
to remain quiet for a period. The Prince of Orange availed
himself of the opportunity thus afforded to strengthen his

y by getting rid of the Archduke Matthias and the
hent radicals. Matthias, as well as the Count Palatine
John Casimir, were members of the Ghent democracy.
Davidson, the English ambassador to the States, had com-
gla.ined bitterly of the Ghent demagogues, and especially of
ohn Casimir, who was subsidized by England. Count
Palatine went to England to justify himself, and obtained
from Elizabeth the Garter and a pension; but his troops in
the Netherlands, which had done nothing but plunder, were
dismissed. The Prince of Orange proceeded to Ghent in

! See Groen van Prinsterer, ArcAives, eto. t. vi. p. 821 sqq.
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Palatinate; but having ventured to return in 1584, was
seizsed and executed. William -restored in Ghent a mild
and moderate government, established a toleration of both
religions, and enforced a restitution of the wmpoils that had
g;en committed both on private property and that of the
After the taking of Maestricht and withdrawal of
Spanish troops, the war languished, Philip being fortunately
oecupled with other affairs. The Confederates, however, were
not in a position to take advantage of this state of things,
and it plainly appeared how difficult it is fora
of this kind to make head against a powerful and united

g

good; while those who held commands in them were not
always inaccessible to the influence of corraption. In March,
1580, a great Walloon noble, George de ing, Count of
Renneberg, who, although a Catholic, had served the Union
of Utrecht with his mercenaries under John Casimir, and now
occupied the town and fortress of Groningen, sold himself to
the Spaniards for a pension of 20,000 florins and other ad-
vantages.  Hence Gfroningen and Kriesland were for some
time lost to the and the Prince of Orange himself was
put into considerable danger. His peril was increased by a
step which Granvelle had advised Philip to adopt. A change
of mini bhad at length restored that Cardinal, who had
i many years in Italy, to the counsels of his Sover-
eign. His predecessor, Don Antonio Perez, who had taken
the Princess of Eboli, a mistress of Philip’s, for his own, was
discovered and disgraced : he and the Princess were arrested
July 28th, 1579, and on the same day Granvelle entered
Madrid. One of his first steps was to propose the prosori
tion of the Prince of Orange. William was acco: y
placed under the royal ban, and a price of 25,000 gold crowns
was set upon his head.' In the preamble to this instrument

1 Groen van Prinsterer, t. vii. p. 166. Philip recommended as a
model the ban published by his father against the Elector of Saxony
and ve of Hesse, William’s person and goods were to he
abandoned to any one—*‘ pour impunément oultrager sa personne et
occuper les biens qu'encore luy appartiennent.”—P. 168,
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all the various crimes lmgutad to Orange were recited ; he
was compared to Cain and Judas, and deeclared an enemy of
the human race; and besides the proffered reward, whoever
should kill him was promised, not only a pardon for any
orime, however heinous, that he might have committed, but
also that, if not already noble, he should be ennobled for his
valour.

This proscription was answered by William in his cele-
brated Apologie, or Vindication; a paper drawn up with
great eloquence and force of reasoning, though it sometimes
oversteps the bounds of moderation, and brings charges

inst Philip, which, though the popular rumours of the
day, the judgment of history has not always confirmed.' The
Prince rejoices in the opportunity of defending his character,
not against an obscure libeller, but a great and powerful
King. He recites the benefits which his family had conferred
upon the House of Habsburg, who were obscure when his
ancestors filled the Imperial throne. He observes that a
Netherlander owed Philip no allegiance as King, but only as
Duke, or Count, or Lord; and as Philip had violated the
oath which he took to observe the priviﬁges of the various
rovinces, both parties were released from their engagements.
ilip, indeed, might plead the Pope’s dispensation, and the
Prince left it to divines to determine whether the arrogance
of the Pope in presuming to release men from such obliga-
tions were not an invasion of the prerogative of heaven, and
destructive of all faith among men. It was enough for him
to remark the folly of such a p ing ; for, as the tie was
mutual, the dispeneation for Philip himself released also
Philip’s subjects, whom it was therefore absurd to reproach
with disloyalty. He rebuts the charge of being the author
of these disturbances, which were imputable solely to the
cruelty and tyranny of the Spanish rule. He charges Philip
with muarder, and velle with having administered poison
to the Emperor Maximilian. To this paper Orange affixed
his name and arms, with his motto, “ Je maintiendray;” and
he sent & copy of it to most of the European Sovereigns. It
alarmed even the boldest of his friends, and Ste. Aldegonde,

' The 4 'iainDumont,C’otpch‘pl.t.v.;t.i.p.mAn

abstract of it 18 given by Watson in his Hist. of Philip I1I. vol. iii.
dix. The paper has been attributed to the pen of Villers,

mm’uchsplm,ahenehmu.
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when he read it in France, observed that the Prince was &
dead man.

It was now plain that even that limited recognition of
Philip’s authority, which had hitherto prevailed in the
Netherlands, could not much longer eontmue to be observed,
and must be superseded by open rebellion and the assertion
of independence. But such a step could not be ventured on
without foreign assistance, and Orange determined on calling
in the Duke of Anjou. That Prince, as we have said, had
been named Protector of the Netherlands in 1578; but the
state of affairs in France had prevented him from poe-
session of his new dignity. Orange now persuaded the States
to renew the megotiations with him, and to offer him the
Stadholdership ; but as the Netherlanders reposed even less
confidence in Anjou than in Matthias, it was arranged that
he should the office under the same limitations as the
Archduke. The conditions were carried by a deputation
from the States to the Duke, whom they found at Plessis-
12s-Tours, where the treaty was concluded, September 20th,
1580. The chief stipulations were, that he was to maintain
all the rights and Mﬂeges of the different vinces, of
which he was to be Count, Margrave, or Lord, accord-
ing to their different oonstitutions, and was to be succeeded
by one of his children. He agreed to assemble the States-
General at least once a year, to reside constantly in the
Netherlands, and to bestow offices on none but natives.
Holland and Zealand, however, which had put themselves

ially under the authority of the Prince of Orange, were
together excluded from this amnlgemmt; and, :nndeed,
Anjou signed a secret , entirely remouncing pre-
ten!nons to them. The pAﬂ.'mduke Matthias laid down hu
office at Antwerp, and was mean enough to accept a retiring
ion of 50,000 florins, which, however, does not seem to
ave been regularly paid; and in October, 1581, he returned
to Auetria, where he became the tool of those who were
discontented with the government of his brother, the Em-
peror Rodolph IT. In the Netherlands he had been simply
insignificant.

Circumstances prevented the Duke of Anjou from
installed in his new dignity until 1582. On the 26th of July,
1581, the States-Gemeral of the United Provinces assembled
at the Hague, formally renounced their allegiance to Philip

Dutch in-
depemdence
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hy a solemn Acr or ArsumaTION,' and deposed him from his
sovereignty. In this act his crimnes against the people were
elaborately enumerated; among whilegnu& pear prominently
the introduction of the Spanish troops, the creation of the
new bishoprics, the establishment of the Inquisition, the
cruelties of Alva, the * Spani ,” and finally, the pro-
scription of the Prince of ge. act is justified by an
appeal to the Law or Narure. Subjects, it is said, ave not
created by God to be the mere of the Prinoce, to obey
his commands, whether just or nnjust. and to serve him like
slaves; on the contrary, the Prince is appointed, like the shep-
herd of a flock, for the good of his subjects, to govern them
aooording to law and reason. If he neglects to do this, if,
instead of defending, he oppresses them, by depriving them
of their ancient lg:nnvxlegea and customs, he 18 no longer to be

ed as & Prince, but as a tyrant; and if his subjects
cannot deter him from his oppressions by their prayers and
their remonstrances, they are no longer bound, in law and
reason, to recognize him for their Sovereign.

Thus was raised the first voice of political liberty proceed-
ing from the spirit of the Reformation ; thus was struck the
firet blow which shook the monarchical principle in its
hitherto recognised foundation. Previous revolts had been
mere instinctive risings against tyranny and oppression ; but
the enunciation, as a principle of natural law, of the right of
rvesistance to mn.nons Sovereigns, proclaimed an:ﬁe that
had begun to and to reflect upon its civil as well as its
religious privileges. The deliberate and solemn nature of
the act produced all the more profound sensation in Europe;
for the Declaration of Independence was not a democratic
revolution, or an appeal to the people ; the United Provinces
did not style themselves a Republic, nor, in fact, make any
change in their form of government; and the offer of their
Bovereignty to Queen Elizabeth, and to the Duke of Anjou,
shows that were still inclined to be governed by a
Prince. Btill was their formal connection with the
Empire dissolved by this measure. The whole proceeding
was managed by the regular assembly of the States, as if in

! The act, which was drawn :PH Ste. Aldegonde, is in Dumont,
t.v.ﬁi.p.utsq&. The life arnix de Ste. Aldegonde, who is
en eobeuzl onoofthaﬁaundulofﬁheDuhhmp:hic.hu
been written by Quinet.
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the ordinary course of business ; and so far from sanctioning
s democracy, such as that attempted by Imbize and Ryhove,
the divine right of Kings was acknowledged by the Act,’
and afterwards by the envoys of the States at the Diet of
Augsburg, in 1582. In fact, it is remarkable that the doe-
trine of the Sovereignty of the le was first broached, not
by the Protestants, but by the Jesmts and the high Catholio
put% It formed part of their theory of the omnipotence of
the Pope, who alone reigned by divine right, and that only in
his spiritual capacity. Bellarmine was the first who attempted
to establish this doctrine logically and systematically. He
maintained that the people have, in extreme emergencies, a
natural right to resume the government and alter its forms;
and this view became the prevailing doctrine of all the Jesuit
schools, and was by none more emphatically taught than by
the Spanish Jesuits Suares and Mariana.’ It was of course

levelled against heretical sovereigns such as Queen Elizabeth -

in England, and Henry IV. in France. Two days before the
Act of Abjuration was pablished, the Prince of Orange ac-

the sovereignty of Holland and Zealand, though
limited at his own request to the period during which the war
should last; a limitation, however, afterwards cancelled by
the States without William’s knowledge. He was to main-
tain in those provinces the public exercise of the reformed
rehg-non alone; but mo inquiries were to be made into any
man’s belief, nor was any hindrance to be offered to him on
the ground of his religion.

Fortunately Philip was at this time occupied with the
affairs of Portugal, and Alexander Farnese was not in a
ponhon to push the war with much vigour. He had not

nly dismissed his Spanish and Italian veterans, but was
a.lao involved in a quarrel with the Spanish King and with
his own mother, Margaret, whom Philip II. had sent back
to rule the Netherlands. Farnese, however, refusing to share
his power with her, Margaret at length withdrew her pre-

' The preamble begins: *Comme il est notoire & un chacun qu'un
prince du est etably deproursouvernnetehefdesteh,
ur les ndre et conserver de toutes injures,” ete. The
eposing Philip runs: ¢ Nous suivant la loi de Nature, pour la tuition
etdéfemedenousetdesmtm habitaus, ete. . . . décla le Roi
d'Espagne décku Ipso JURE de sa souveraineté.”
* See Ranke, Popes, vol. ii. p. 8.
1. o
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Nether-
lands.



b

18 MODERN EUROPE [Caar. XXV

tensions, and though she lived under an assumed mm:{-
wards of three years in the Netherlands, she forbore to take
any ostensiblenput in public affairs,. The Duke of Anjou,
whom H L had pretended to disavow, entered the Low
Counh'ie:n:{out the middle of August (1581) with an army
of some 15,000 men, and compelled Farnese to raise the siege
of Cambray, one of the few Walloon towns which adhered to
the Union of Utrecht. Anjou entered Cambray in triumph ;
but this was the extent of his exploits. Through his own
improvidenoce, as well as for want of suocour from the French
Court, which was wasting ite resources in dissipation and
extravagance, Anjou found himself obliged to disband his
army ; and in November he went with a splendid retinue to
England to press in person his suit to Queen Elizabeth.
Being disappointed at Cambray, Farnese next turned his
arms -against Tournay, which after a brave defence of two
months, conducted by Christine de Lalaing, Princess of
Espinoy, in the absence of her husband, the commandant,
was foreed to surrender, November 80th.

Queen Elizabeth was at this period much embittered against
the Spanish Court, on acoount of its intrigues with the dis-
oontented nobles and with Mary Stuart. When Farnese
resumed hostilities, she sent some troops into the Nether-
lands under Colonel Norris, who proved of considerable
service to the Dutch; yet she was not inclined to provoke
an open war with Spain; and much to the regret of Lei-
ceater,' she for the second time declined the offer made to
her by the States of Holland and Zealand, early in 1582, of
the sovereignty of these two provinces. How far her negotia-
tions with Anjou were the result of policy or coquetry, it
may not be easy to determine. The Duke, who was at that
time twenty-eight years of age, considerable grace
and vivacity, though in &enon w the middle size, puny
and ill-shaped. HIB beth had always reserved for herself a
loophole of escape; and to the contract for the marriage
drawn up in June, 1581, was appended a provision for the
exchange of certain mutual exp! ions.* He soon after

! See his Letter to the Earl of Shrewsbury, March 8th, 1682, in
D 'sm:'#amb’_volii.p.ma o i p. 406 The N
Corps , £ v. pb. i .
Whh&emmmmgmﬂ;qmmm

to the Treaty, p. 411.
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quitted the shores of England and landed at Flushing, Feb-
ruary 10th, 1583. Hence he was conducted by the Prince
of Orange, by water, to Antwerp, took the custo: oaths
upon his joyeuse enérée into that city, and was f y pro-
claimed Duke of Brabaat.

About a month after the installation of Anjou, an atw;':gt
was made at Antwerp to murder the Prinoe of Orange. e
Court of Spain followed up the diabolical policy adopted in
the ban by entering into a regular contract with one Anastro,
s bankrupt merchant of Antwerp, for the murder of William,
This contract, which was signed by Philip witk his own Aand,
and sealed with his seal, guaranteed to Anastro the sum of
80,000 ducats for the perpetration of the deed, besides the
cross of St. Iago! Anastro intrusted the matter, as if it had
been in the regular course of businees, to his servant named
Jauregui; who, being incited by a fanatical friar, and tempted
with the offer of near three thousand crowns, undertook the
assassination. Jauregui chose for that purpose the birthday
of the Duke of Anjou (March 18th). e Prince of Orange,
who had been dining at his own house, was just rising from
table, when Jauregu: approached under pretence of presentin
a petition, and discharged a pistol at him. The ball ente
the Prince’s neck, under the right ear, passed through the
roof of the mouth, and came out under the left jaw, ing
away two teeth in its passage. The pistol had been held so
near that the flash cicatrised the wound, which otherwise
would probably have been mortal. The assassin was in.
stantly cut down. The more calculating Anastro had left
Antwerp before the attempt, and escaped into the Prince
of Parma’s lines. William was in such danger during three
weeks, that his wife, Charlotte of Bourbon, died of anxiety.

The French were not popular in the Netherlands, and a
report was immediately spread that the crime had been com-
mitted at the instigation of Anjon. The infuriated populace
crowded to the palace of St. Michael, the residence of this
French Duke at Antwerp; and but for the presenee of mind
of William’s son Maurice, then a mere youth, a fearful
massacre would have ensued. Maurice had guessed at once
that the crime had its origin in Spain, and the pe found
in the assassin’s pocket proved his suspicions to be correct.
These papers he now showed to the people, and thus
peased them for the moment; but a lurking suspicion still
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remained, and all mutual confidence was lost. Anjou be-
came daily more dissatisfied with his position, in which he
felt that he had no real power, being constantly watched and
controlled by the Prince of Orange. He told his followers
that only two alternatives were left for him ; either to retire
into France, which would cover him with disgrace, or to
assert his authority in the Netherlands with a strong hand.
Adopting the latter design, he distributed his French forces
in certain Flemish towns, which he wished to occupy, with
directions to the commanders, when the opportnnity should
arrive, to overpower the magistrates and seigze those places.
It was in fact a repetition of the policy of Don John when
he seized Namur. The plan succeeded at Ostend, Dender-
monde, Dixmude, Dunkirk, and a few other towns; but it
was frustrated at Bruges and Nieuport, while at Antwerp,
which Anjou himself undertook to master, it occasioned a
fearful massacre.
Ex t his body-guard, An]ouhadnotroops inside Ant-
ut his French soldiers lay at no distance, and
on e 17th January, 1588, having usem!s:lathem near the
city on pretence of a review, he rode out with his guard to
one of the tes; the burgher watch was suddenly over-
powered, and the troops began to enter with cries of Ville
gagnée! Vive la messe! Tue, tue! and then began to disperse
themselves for plunder. Their triumph was premature. The
inhabitants m.lfed to mind that several distinguished French
officers bad some time before been carefully examining the
goldsmith’s shops under pretence of purchasing: the object
of the attack was plain; the native troops and citizens flew
to arms, and a terrible conflict ensued. The streets were
quickly secured with chains and barricades ; the French were
shot at from the windows ; even women and children attacked
them ; and after a short struggle the 8,500 Frenchmen who
had entered were driven out with the loss of more than half
their number, while the chief nobles in the Duke’s retinue
were either killed or made prisoners. This treacherous attack
which obtained the name of ‘‘the French Fury,” was much '
less disastrous than the Spanish Fury. The French were not
s0 well versed in the sacking of towns as the Spaniards, who
roceeded more meth ly, by first butchering the in.
itants and then appropriating their proporty, while the
French began to plunder before they had secured their
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opponents. Anjou was bitterly reviled by many of his own
officers, who were too honourable to e in the plot and
to whom he had not ventured to it. When he saw its
ill success, he withdrew towards Dendermonde ; whereupon
the citizens of Mechlin, by cutting a dyke, let out the waters
of the Dyle, and drowned about 1,000 of his followers. After
this act Anjou of course ceased to be regarded by the Nether-
landers as their protector, and he retired to Dunkirk. The
Prince of Orange nevertheless endeavoured to effect a recon-
clistion with him; for which he had many reasons. If
Anjou should be cast off, Heury ITI. might perhaps reconcile
himself with Spain, and the road through France would thus
be opened to the troops of Philip II. Queen Elizabeth also
urged a reconciliation, and it was dangerous to offend a
Sovereign whose aid was of so much importance to the
United vinces. William, too, discovered that while the
Duke was writing to him in the tone of injured inmocence,
he was at the same time treating with Farnese; and he
hastened to close with an opponent whose enmity might
prove more dangerous even t.gzn his friendship. A pro-
visional arrangement was signed with Anjou in March, 1588,
but towards the end of June the Duke left Dunkirk never to
return

Moanwhile the Prince of Parma, having been reinforced by Suscssses

Philip with fresh troops released by the termination of the
war in Portugal, as well as by the return of the Spanish and
Italian veterans, to which the Walloons had been persuaded
to consent, had resumed more active operations. m July
to November, 1583, the towns of Dixmude, Nieuport, Dun-
kirk, Zutphen, the Sas, or port of Ghent, Hulst, Axel, Rupel-
monde, and Alost fell into the hands of the Spaniards ; while
the States, for want of friends, were able to make but little
resistance. Besides military talent, Farnese displayed a wise
and politic moderation and clemency. He endeavoured, as
much as ible, to spare the places which he attacked the
evils whi£ ordinarily accompany warfare. Rather than take
them by storm he preferred to reduce them by blockade, or by
diverting the oourse of streams and rivers, and he offered
them the most favourable capitulations that his instructions
from Philip would allow. But the inexorable bigotry of the
Catholic King would not yield a jot in the matter of religion ;
and on this head all that the Protestants in the captured towns
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could obtain was the choice either of renouncing their faith
or quitting the country within two years. Farnese pursued
his successes in the following year (1584). Between March
and August, Ypres, Mechlin, Brussels and Dendermonde
were forced to capitulate; while Charles of Croy, Prince of
Chimay, son of the Duke of Aerschot, treacherously betrayed
Bruges to the Spaniards, in order to obtain the command of &
division. Ghent, Sluys, Antwerp and Ostend were now the
only southern Netherland towns that remained in the power |
of the States ; and of these Ghent was no longer tenable after
the taking of the Sas, by which it was cut off from the sea,
and the fall of Dendermonde, which interrupted its commu-
nications with Antwerp and Brabant. Ghent was again in the
hands of the demagogues, but after the execution of Imbize,
it capitulated September 17th.

Before this event, both Anjou and the Prince of Orange

- had ceased to exist. William had succeeded in effecting a

new treaty with Anjou, but before it was signed the Duke
died at Chiteaun-Thierry, June 10th, 1584. Althongh the
character of this Prince rendered him altogether insignificant
and contemptible, yet, from his fecu.lmr position, his death
had a great effect upon the troubles both in the Netherlands
and France. In the latter country, by opening the way for
the succession of Henry of Navarre to the Crown, it served to
stimulate the proceedings of the Guises and the League. In
the Netherlands it cansed a dissolution of the government in
Flanders and Brabant; which provinces, as they did not be-
long to the Union of Utrecht, had no longer any head to whom
they could look; and thus, at a critical moment, disunion was
introduced into the counsels of the States. After the death
of Anjou, the Prince of Orange, disgusted at the disunion
which prevailed in Brabant and Flanders, returned into Hol-
land after an absence of six years. Convinced in the present
circumstances of the neceesity of a strong government, he now
accepted the dignity, which he had more than once refused,
of Sovereign Count of Holland and Zealand ; and he declared
that he would in future rule those provinces with the same
%rinoely power as had beenenjoyed by Charles:V. and Philip IT.

ut before the arrangements for his installation could be
completed he fell by the hand of an assassin.

After the abortive attempt on the Prince’s life by Jauregui,
four more had been made with the same ill-sucoess ; making
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five within two years, and all with the knowledge of the
Spanish government. The sixth was destined to be more
successful. William’s murderer was one Balthasar Gérard, a
native of Villefans, in Burgundy, and, like Jauregui, a re-
ligious fanatic. Gérard communicated his design to the
Prince of Parma, by whom it was approved; for this cool-
headed and cold-hearted tactician admitted assassination in
his art of war. Farnese had, indeed, been long in search of a
murderer, and had hired several, who, after pocketing his
money, shirked the deed. Assuming the name of Francis
Guion, and the aspect of a devout Calvinist, Gérard was sent
to Delft with despatches to the Prince, and thus obtained
entrance into his bedchamber. It was not, however, till two
days afterwards that Giérard was ready to perpetrate the
dmbohca.l act. On the 10th of July, 1584, as Orange was pro-
ceeding up stairs after dinner, Gérard shot him with a pistol
loaded with three balls, and William almost instantly expired.
The murderer was arrested in attempting to escape, an xg
fore and at his execution, was subjected to tortures, which he
endured with an almost superhuman fortitude. A commuted
to his parents, who received three lordships
in Frmehe-&umté the property of the murdered Prince, and
took their place among the landed aristocracy.' William the
Silent was fifty-one years of age at the time of his death. He
left twelve children, viz. : by first wife, Anne of ont,
a son, Philip Count Buren, a prisoner in Spain,Jand a daugh-
ter, Mary, afterwards to Count Hobenlohe; by his
second wife, Anne of Saxony, a son, Prince Maurice of Nasnu,
and two daughters ; by his third wife, Charlotbte of Bonrbon,
six danghters; and by his fourth wife, Louise, daughter of
Admiral Oohgm and widow of Téligni, whom he had married in
April, 1588, a son, Frederick Henry, afterwards the celebrated
Stadholder.
William’s place in history is among the greatest benefactors
of mankind, the deliverers of their country. His untimely
death, indeed, prevented him from fully accomplishing the

! Philip, however, m not the only K.mlg who mwuded
assasgination with public honours. sent Maurevert
the collar of the Order of St. Michael for usunmtmg a Protestant
leader named Moy. Charles IX.’s Letter to the Duke of Alencon,
Oect. 10th, lm,sp.lhtﬁn Hist. de France, $. ix. p. 260. And we
shallneethel!mpem, Ferdinand II., doing the same.
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great work of emancipation, but he had put it in such a train
as ensured a successful result. Steadfastness, constancy of
urpose, denial of self in the service of his country, for which
e rendered himnelfalmostsbeg?r.ue the great traits in
his character. As a commander he was outshone by other
generals of the ; yet he possessed considerable military
genius, and the relief of Leyden is a striking instance both of
vastness of design and boldneses of execution. As a states-
man he was unquestionably the first in Europe. With great
sagacity and power to penetrate the designs of others, he had
the art, 80 necessary to s politician, of concealing his own.
Heo was possessed of a singular eloquence, and his
and state papers are models of their kind. In public he
exhibited an exemplary piety, and his enlightened and liberal
toleration forms an agreeable contrast with the harsh and
narrow bigotry then everywhere displayed, not only in the
Roman Catholic, but also in the Protestant communions. A
modern hmlemhn.n has wel{ characterized him as * the headﬂc:f
the of humanity,”' at that time a new party in the
ms:rz Europe, but which has since gone on increasing.
His company consisted of the b of Delft, and there
was no external sign to distinguish him from that multitude.?
The local States testified their respect for William’s memory
by naming his son Maurice, although then only eighteen
years of age, Stadholder of Holland, Zealand and Utrecht,
and High Admiral. Maurice was a quiet, steady young man,
devoted to the study of mathematics, in the hope of one day
making that science useful in the art of war; but as he had
not of course yet displayed that military talent by which he
was afterwards distinguished, Count Hohenlohe was appointed
his lieutenant-gem to direct him in his enterprises as
deputy of the States.

After the fall of Ghent, Farnese applied himself earnestly
to the aiege of Antwerp, one of the most memorable recorded
in history.’ The citizens were animated in their defence by
the valour and talent of Ste. Aldegonde. Farnese at once be-
gan to make a bridge, which he carried across the Scheld,

! Michelet, Ligue, 131.

3 Brook’s Ly, ofSa'ducK, ch. ii

3 The best account of the siege is in Meteren. It is also deseribed
:IStnda.md Le Petit. The English reader will find an ample account
it in Motley’s United Netherlands, vol. i. ch. v.
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below Antwerp,inorder to cut off thecommunication of the city
with the sea and with Zealand. From the depth and swiftness
of the river, the difficulty of finding the requisite materials,
and of transporting them to the selected place in the face of
an enemy who was superior on the water, the project was
loudly denounced by Farnese's officers as impracticable; yet,
in spite of all theee difficulties, as the place seemed un-
approachable in the usual way, he steadily persevered, and at
last succeeded.

During the construction of the bridge, which lasted half a
year, the citizens of Antwerp viewed with dismay the pro-
grees of a work which was to deprive them of the supplies
necessary for their subsistence and defence. At length they
adopted a plan ted by Giambelli, a Mantuan engineer,
and resolved to gestmy the bridge by means of fire-ships,
which seem to have been first used on this occasion. Several
such vessels were one night sent down the river with a
favourable tide and wind, of which two were charged with
6,000 or 7,000 lbe. of gunpowder each, packed in solid
masonry, with various destructive missiles. One of these
veesels went ashore before reaching its destination; the other
struck upon the bridge, and blew up with terrible effect.
Churiosity to behold 8o novel a spectacle had attracted vast
numbers of the Spaniards, who lined the ghores as well as the
bridge. Of these 800 were killed by the explosion, and by
the implements of destruction discharged with the powder; a
still greater number were terribly maimed and wounded, and
the bridge iteelf was broken through. Farnese himself was
thrown to the earth, and lay for a time insensible. The
Zealand fleet, however, was not at hand to bring relief, nor
did the besieged follow up their plan with vigour. They
allowed Farnese time to repair the ,and the Spaniards,
being now on the alert, either diverted the course of the fire-
ships that were subsequently sent against them or suffered
them to pass the bridge through openings made for the
purpose. In spite of the bridge, however, the beleaguered
citizens might still have secured a transit down the river by
breaking through the dykes between Antwerp and Lillo, and
sailing over the plains thus laid under water, for which pur-
Ppoee it was necessary to obtain possession of the counter-dyke
of Kowenstyn; but after a partial success, too quickly
abandoned by Hohenlohe and Ste. Aldegonde, they were
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defeated in a desperate battle fought upon the dyke. Ant-
werp was now obliged to capitulate; and as Farnese was
anxious to put an end to so long a siege, it obtained more
favourable terms than could have been anticipated (August
17th, 1585). The prosperity of this great commercial city
received, however, a severe blow from its capture by the
Spaniards. A great number of the citizens, as well as of the
inhabitants of Brabant and Flanders, removed to Amsterdam
and Middleburg, and so much augmented the population, as
well as the trade, of those cities, that it became necessary to
enlarge their walls. Ste. Aldegonde was vehemently sus-

of having sold himself to the Spaniards, and though
he lived down this calumny, his public career was now
brought to an end.

The Netherlands seemed at this time in imminent danger
of being again brought under the dominion of Philip IL., a
fate, however, from which they were rescuned partly by the
succours afforded to them by Queen Elizabeth and partly by
the impolicy of the Spanish King in diverting his resources
in order to attack England and to help the League in France.
After the murder of the Prince of Orange, Queen Elizabeth
resolved no longer to afford the United Provinces a merely
clandestine assistance, but to support them by a public
alliance. She once more declined, indeed, the sovereignty ;
but she agreed to send 6,000 troops into the Netherlands, as
securities for the repayment of whose expenses Flushing and
Brille, the chief fortresses severally in Walcheren and Voorne,
were to be placed in her hands; and she published her
motives for this step in a declaration dated at Richmond,
October 10th, 1585. They were chiefly grounded on the
schemes of Philip II., who, incited by the Pope, was contem-
Klaﬁ.ng an invasion of her Kingdom, to the wn of which

e laid claim by virtue of his descent from John of Gaunt.
The Queen’s reasons for declining the sovereignty of the
United Provinces seem to have been the expenditure it would
require and the perpetual war which it would probably
entail. She was anxious that her refusal should not be as-
cribed to fear, and at the conclusion of her address to the
Dutch envoys, among whom was John of Olden Barneveld,
she said: “ Finally, gentlemen, I beg you to assure the States
that I do not decline the sovereignty of your country from
any dread of the King of Spain. For I take God to witnesa
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that I fear him not; and I hope, with the blessing of God, to
make such demonstrations against him, that men shall say
the Queen of England does not fear the Spaniards.”' But
Elizabeth in a great measure marred the benefits which the
Netherlanders would otherwise bave derived from her assist-
ance by making her favourite, the Earl of Leicester, com-
mander of the expedition; a man entirely unfitted for it by
his want of military talent, his selfish and intriguing dis-
gition, and his haughty and overbearing temper. B8ir
ilip Sidney was appointed Governor of Flushing, and on
the 10th of December the Earl of Leicester, accompanied by
his son-in-law, the Earl of Essex, and a brilliant staff, landed
at that part to assame the command. After Leicester’s
arrival, the States conferred upon him the dignity of Governor
and Captain-General of the United Provinces, which he ac-
cepted without consulting the Queen, and he was solemnl
inaugurated at the Hague, January 24th, 1586. As Elizabet
had refused the sovereignty, she was highly offended by this
She threatened to recall him; she signified her will
that the dignity conferred upon him should be revoked, and
that he should exercise no more power than he had originally
been invested with as commander-in-chief in the Netherlands,
with a seat in the Council. She sent a special envoy to com-
municate her displeasure to the States publicly and in the
presence of Leicester himself: an impolitic step, by which she
not only placed her liéutenant in a humiliating position, and
dama.ged his authority with the Hollanders, but even cast a
icion upon her own sincerity.
mﬁnhp . naturally regarded Elizabeth’s manifesto as a
declaration of war, and ordered the seizure of all English
vessels, as well as English subjects, in his dominions. The
campaign of 1586 was tolerably active. Farnese, now Duke
of Parma through the death of his father, successfully laid
siege to and captured Grave and Venlo on the Meuse. Norris
would have succeeded in relieving the former place had not
the commandant prematurely surrendered. In the westem
provinces Prince Maurice and 8ir Philip Sidn
Axel, but failed at Gravelines; after which, 8i omed
Leicester at Arnheim. After the capture of Venlo, %
took Neuss, on the Rhine, and invested Rheinberg; when, in

1 Hague Archives, ap. Motley, United Netheriands, vol. i. p. 831.

Governox-
General.

ot



28 MODERN EUROPE [Caar. XXV.

order to occasion a diversion, Leicester, who was not strong
enough to cope with the Duke in the open field, seized Duis-
burg and laid siege to Zutphen, It was during this siege
that the gallant and chivalrous Sidney received his death
wound, while charging at the head of only 200 horse & body
of 1,100 of the enemy’s cavalry, who were convoying pro-
visions to the town (September 23rd, 1586). The humanity
which he displayed on this occasion towards & wounded
soldier, more conspicuous even than his courage, is well
known. He died of his wound at Arnheim, October 16th.
Parma hastened to Zutphen with all his forces, and Leicester
was compelled to raise the siege; but he afterwards con-
trived to get possession of three forts on the opposite side of

e thongh Lei ded only with very inad
ough Leicester was provided only with very i uate
forces, and those, througllx) the nigga.r):ﬂiness orfy Ehzﬂ)eth,
miserably paid, his campaign may be said to have preserved
the Northern Netherlands from subjection.! But his govern-
ment was intolerable to the States. He treated the provinces
like a conquered country, arbitrarily appointed governors of
provinces and towns; laid restrictions upon e, and tam-
pered with the public money. He made two most injudicious
pointments in giving the government of Deventer to Sir
illiam Stanley, an English Catholic, and making Roland
York, a man of tainted character, commandant of the prin-
cipal fort near Zutphen. Nevertheless, when Leicester
arrived at the Hague towards the close of the year, the States,
unwilling to offend Elizabeth, received him with great honour,
though they made a firm but modest remonstrance against
his proceedings. Leicester then pretending that affairs re-
quired his presence in England, the States insisted on his
executing a deed by which he transferred during his absence
his authority as Governor to the Council of State; but, with
an unworthy artifice, he secretly executed on the same day
another deed, by which he not only reserved his power, but
even intrenched upon that of the Council. Scarcely had
Leicester departed for England, when Deventer and the fort
near Zutphen were betrayed to the enemy by Stanley and
York (Fe%nnry, 1587). Stanley sent for priests to convert
! The Dutch deputies acknowledged to Elizabeth in February, 1587,

that Leicester had arrested Parma’s victories. Hague ArchA. ap'.lﬁotley,
sbid. vol. ii. p. 197.
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his garrison, consisting of 1,800 English and Irish, in order
that they might form a seminary regiment to serve against
the Queen. The States, alarmed by these treacheries, decreed
that, during Leicester’s absence, the supreme authority should
be transferred to Prince Maurice; and though in their publie
declarations they treated the English with forbearance, the
addressed letters of warm remonstrance both to Eligal
and Leicester. The Earl, however, who affected a puritanical
behaviour, had & strong party in Holland, eepecially among
the Calvinist ministers; and by this party the charges made
against him were impugned. Puszzled by these conflicting
representations, Elizabeth despatched Lord Buckhurst into
Holland to inquire into their truth ; but when that nobleman
honestly told the Queen that Leicester was in the wrong, and
espea'aﬁy accused him of inciting the people against the
States, in order to render his own authority abeolute, he was
immediately arrested, as if he, and not Leicester, had been
the guilty party.

Theee disputes crippled the power of the States in all the
provinces except Holland and Zealand, where alone Maurice
could make his commands obeyed, and were a serious draw-
back to the aid afforded by England. Ostend and Sluys were
now the only Flemish towns of much importance which had
not been reduced by the Spaniards, and after a feint on
Veluwe the Duke of Parma laid siege to Sluys early in June,
1587. Here he pursued the same plan as at Antwerp, by
bridging over the large canal which communicated with the
sea. Leicester, who had returned into the Netherlands with
a reinforcement, being joined by Maurice, after some feeble
and ineffectual attempts to relieve Sluys, retired into Zea-
land, and the town, which was bravely defended by the com-
mandant, Arnold de Groenevelt, and by Sir Roger Williams,
Sir Francis Vere, and Captain Nicholas Baskerville, after sus-
taining 17,000 rounds of shot and losing half its garrison,
was forced to capitulate (August 4th). During this siege,
Geldern was betrayed to the enemy by Colonel Paton, a
Scotchman. Leicester, after an unsuccessful and inglorious
attempt to reduce Hoogstraaten, went to meet the States
assembled at Dort That body had received secret intelligence
of his designs either to usurp an unlimited power or to
abandon the provinces altogether. He was suspected of an
intention to occupy the chief cities in Holland and Zealand,
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and to seise and carry off to England Prince Maurice and
Olden Barneveld.! Leicester, finding himself the object of
suspicion, became acouser in turn, and attributed his mis-
fortunes partly to the States, who had neglected to furnish
him with the necessary supplies, and y to Maurice and
Hohenlohe, who had refused to co-operate with him; but
perceiving at length that he was ual to the task he had
undertaken, he returned to England in December. Queen
Elizabeth transferred to Lerd Willoughby the command of
the English troops, subject, however, to the comntrol of the
States. The latter appointed Prince Maurice commander-in-
chief, who, though inferior to his father as a statesman, had
already given proofs of great military talent.

The schemes of the Pope and the Catholic King to invade
England and dethrone its Queen were at this time i
to maturity. A new Pontiff now occupied the Chair of
Peter. Gregory XIII., whose long and insidious enmity
against Elizabeth had proved abortive, died April 10th,
1585: & Pope more generally and more favourably known to
sosterity by the reformation of the solar year &ng the intro-

uction of the Gregorian calendar,’ than by his miserable
intrigues. He was succeeded by one of the most extraordinary
men that ever wore the tiara. Felix Peretti, the descendant
of an Illyrian fugitive, and the son of a vinedreeser, was
born near Fermo, in the March of Ancona, December 15th,
1521. His early childhood was employed in tending sheep
and swine. At the age of twelve his education was under-
taken by the Franciscans, into whose order he in due time
entered ; and such was his devotion to study that, for want
of a candle, he was acoustomed to read in the church by the
light that burnt before the tabernacle. He subsequently
studied at the Universities of Bologna and Ferrara, where he
exhibited much akill in dialectics, and took his degrees with

t honour and applause. Proceeding at length to Rome,

iar Felix a much notiee by his sermons, and won
the favour of the Grand Inquisitor, Ghislieri, afterwards
Pope Pius V. That Poatiff, who found in Peretti a con-
genial nature, made him successively General of the Frandis-
cans, Bishop of Sta. Agate, and in 1570 2 Cardinal and

! Motley, United Netherlands, vol. {i. p. 330.

% This reform was much assisted by Luigi Liglio, a Calabrian, who
pointed out the easiest method. Leti, Vita di Sisto V. t. 1. p. 204.
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Archbishop of Fermo, when Peretti returned, clothed in the
Roman purple, and with the title of Cardinal Montalto, to the
scene of his childhood’s humble labours. At the death of
Gmgorty XITL, Cardinal Montalto, then & hale and hearty
man of sixty-four, pretending utter feebleness and hopeless
ill health, secured by a pious fraud his election to the Papal
throne ; and immediately convicted himself by throwing amde
his erutch, holding himself erect, so a8 to look a foot taller,
and intoning vigorously the Te Deum.! Sixtus V., for that
was the title assumed by Montalto, displayed in his pon-
tificate all the energy and enthusiasm of his patron Ghislieri.
Educated like him in a convent, Sixtus V. could but ill dis-
tinguish between the practicable and impracticable. His
head was filled with the most fantastic visions; plans that
could hardly have been feasible during the Rome of the
Middle Ages. He dreamt of annihilating the Turkish
empire; of conquering Egypt; of opening a passage between
the Red Sea and Mediterranean ; omenemting into Syria,
bringing the Holy Sepulchre to Italy, and erecting it at
Montalto in his native provinee, already the seat of our Lady
of Loreto ; which place was raised by Sixtus to & considerable
town. His administration was strict and wﬁorous, nay, even
cruel, yet in many reepecte beneficial. e even
venial criminals without remorse, and was zealous in exter-
minating the banditti that infested the Roman States. He
instituted eight new congregations of Cardinals, and fixed the
number of the College at seventy. He paid great attention
to matters of finance, and accumulated a treasure whilst most
other European States were in debt. Although he had no
classical taste, and cared not for the remains of antiquity at
Rome, he enlarged and adorned the city with new buildings,
and again conducted the watertotheﬁommhilhbymems
of the Aqua Felice, an aqueduct which feeds seven and twenty
fountains.

Sixtus V. felt a sort of respect for Queen Elizabeth, in
whom he recognized some congenial qualities; and he is
reported to have said that he and the English Queen should
have married and begotten another Alexander. He actually
sent her an invitation to return to the bosom of the Church,
at which Elizabeth of course only laughed; and Sixtus

1 Leti, Vita di Sisto, p. 413 8q.
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then said he must devise some means to deprive her of
her Kingdom. There was, however, a generosity in his
nature which spurned the insidious methods of Gregory.
He does not appear to have sanctioned any attempte to
murder Elizabeth, though he renewed against her the bull
of excommunication; but he openly proclaimed his inten-
tion of forwarding any military attack upon her dominions,
declared that he would help Philip in such an enterprise,
and early in 1587 loudly complained of the dilatoriness of

- the Spaniards, to whom he represented the advantages of

the conquest of England with a view to the recovery of the
Netherlands. The zeal of SBixtus was further inflamed by the
beheading of the Queen of Scote (February 8th, 1587), the
first idea of which seems to have been suggested by the
massacre of St. Bartholomew.! When the news of Mary’s
death arrived in Rome, Sixtus furiously declaimed in the
Consistory against the English Jezebel, and by way of re-
taliation created Dr. William Allen a inal. A formal
treaty was soon afterwards concluded between Sixtus V. and
Philis II., by which the Pope promised the King of in &
subsidy of a million soudi, to be paid as soon as Philip should
be in actual possession of some English port. England, after
its conquest, was to become a fief of the Church.® Philip,
however, with masterly dissimulation, "{E""‘“ to have kept
the Pope, as well as everybody else, in the dark, respecting
the actual time of the invasion.’

The French King was solicited by Sixtus to join in the
enterprise against Elizabeth, but Henry requested time for
deliberation. The destruction of Elizabeth was not for his
interest. He had, indeed, after the condemnation of Queen
Mary, sent De Bellitvre on a special mission publicly to
deprecate her execution, yet with secret instructions to solicit
Ehsabeth for her death, as the common enemy of both
through her connection with the Guises.* That family did
all they could to forward the Pope’s project, and had even

) Letter of 8andys, Bishop of London, to Lord Burghley, Sept. 5th,
1 in Ellis’s Letters, h:psenes, vol. iil. p. 22 sqq. o, P ’

’615..“"' Dispaccio, 2] Giugno, 1587, ap. Rn:ka, Popes, vol. i.
P, Motley, Unsted Netherlands, vol. ii. p. 311 sqq.

. le, Critiqus Gén. de U Hist. du Calvinisme, p. 31. The fact
Mm,dmmmm P . i,
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recently undertaken on their own account a oonspiracy
against Elizabeth. The French ambassador in London, who
belonged to the Guisian faction, had entered into a plot to
blow up Elizabeth in her apartment: and his servant, Du
Trapps, had solicited William Stafford, brother of the English
ambassador at Paris, to join in the deed, promising to pro-
cure for him from the Pope a iennon of 10,000 crowns;
though it does‘not appear thazf was authorized Jto make
such a promise.' The detection of this conspiracy in January,
1587, agter the Scottish Queen had already been eondm:;zl
to death for her iartieipa.ﬁon in Babington’s plot, seems to
have been one of the causes which hastened on her execution.
Guise and the League offered the roadstead of Boulogne to
Philip for the convenience of his armament; but Henry ITI.
found means to frustrate their intention.”

The execution of the Queen of Scots was an inducement to
the King of Spain to strike the blow which he had long been
meditating, not only on account of the indignation which the
event excited in the breasts of all devoted Papists, but also
because Mary’s death strengthemed the claims which he
affected to the English Crown; and he now pretended, as
heir of the House of Lancaster, to be the first lic Prince
of the blood-royal of England.® He had been several years
preparing for the enterprise. He had been gradually in-
creasing his forces in the Netherlands; and Leicester stated
in November, 1587, that the Duke of Parma had under his
command near 40,000 men. Philip’s anxiety had been
much increased by the footing which the Englich had gained
in the Netherlands; and both his zeal and his h were
stimulated by the cries for aid and relief addre to him
by some of the Catholics of England. Parma had obtained
a plan of the English coasts, and Philip was pressing for
the immediate accomplishment of the invagion. 8o sanguine
were his hopes that he was even discussing the future
government of his anticipated oong::lt; and a scheme was
in agitation to marry the Queen of Scots after her deliverance
to one of his nephews, and perhaps to the Prince of Parma.’

‘erdin,p.&'lbuqcb * Michelet, La Ligus, p. 149 aqq.
8 Letter to a Scotch Nobleman, in Strype, Annals, vol. iii. p.

¢ Hardwicke P , vol. i. p. 354.

¢ His Letter to Parma, Dec. 20th, 1685. Aroh. of Simancas, ap.
Motley, United Netherlands, vol. 1. p. 876 sq.
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Philip’s resolution was further strengthened by the losses
and insults which he suffered from the buccaneering expedi-
tions of Sir Francis Drake and other English navigators.
In the latter part of 1585, Drake, accompanied by Martin
Frobisher, hmfplundered St. Ingo, one of the Cape de Verd
islands, the island of St. Domingo, and Cartagena on the
Spanish Main. 8ailing thence to Virginia, where a colony
had lately been founded by Sir Walter Raleigh, Drake's
fleet returned home with a large treasure, bringing also the
Virginian colonists, who had begun to despair of their settle-
ment.

Philip’s plot against Protestantism and liberty was ex-
tensive and complicated. Its main outline was, to conquer
England as a means of subduing the Dutch; to prevent
France from opposing his designs, and even to gain the aid
of the League in furthering them, by keeping alive the civil
war in that country and subsidizing Guise; and at the same
time to lull the English into a fatal security by entering into
negotiations for a pretended peace. Philip’s instructions to
Parma for the accomplishment of the last object are worthy
of Machiavelli and of himself. Seated at his desk in the
Escorial, this plodding conspirator against human freedom
wrote to his commander in the Netherlands, that he meant
not the negotiations for a peace to have any result; that
they were merely a deception and a snare, and that the pre-
parations for invading land were to be pushed on with
the greatest vigour.! Philip found in Parma an able instru-
ment of his treachery. Negotiations for the pretended peace
were opened at Bourbourg near Gravelines, under the media-
tion of the King of Denmark, and were one of the reasons
which induced Elizabeth not to lend that efficient help to the
Netherlanders during the year 1587 which she might other-
wise have done. Elizabeth’s blindness in the following year,
when the negotiations were continued at Ostend, was still
greater, and, but for fortunate accidents, might bhave proved
the destruction of her realm. After many weeks of fruitless
talk, & ceremonious interview of the commissioners took place
on the sands near Ostend, in May, which of course had no
result; except that the Duke of Parma availed himself of

! Philip’s Letter to Parma, May 13th, 1587. Arch. de Simancas,
ap. Motley, United Netherlands, vol. ii. p. 810,
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the opportanity to visit Ostend in disguise, and view the
fortifications. He succeeded for two months longer in throw-
ing dust into the eyes of the English Queen, and it was not
till towards the middle of July, on the very eve of the appear-
ance of the Armada in the C{annel, that she at last awoke
from her dream of securii;yé and P

The preparations in the Spanish ortuguese ports had
been retarded by the attack of Drake on the SPEDII:])IOOM
in 1587. It was an idea of the Spaniards that it would be
easier to conquer England than Holland ; but the exploits of
Drake must have somewhat shaken them in this opinion.
With a fleet of forty ships Drake burnt and destroyed, under
the guns of Cadiz and Lisbon, about one hundred vessels
laden with piovisions and ammunition. He also captured
off the Azores a rich Portuguese carrack. The papers found
on board this vessel, by the details which they afforded of
the value of the trade to the East Indies, and of the manner
in which it was conducted, are said to have caused the
foundation of the London East India Company. Drake
acquainted Elizabeth with the vast preparations making in
the Spanish harbours. The sailing of the Invincible Armada
from Lisbon in May, 1588, ite dispersion by a storm, its
arrival in the English Channel (July 19th), the attacks upon
it by Lord Howard of Effingham and Drake, the alarm and
confusion into which it was thrown by means of fire-ships,
when at anchor before Calais, its subsequent dispersion, its
voyage round Great Britain by the Orkneys, the disastrous
storms which it encountered, and finally the return of less
than half its number to Spain, are facte so well known to
the English reader that they need not to be here repeated.
The Spaniards had relied so confidently on the conquest
of England that the Armada was crowded with monks
of every order destined to re-establish Papistry in that
country. .

Th‘:yﬁrst accounts of the discomfiture of the Armada caused
Philip, by his own confession, great anxiety, and more than
& month elapsed before the return of its shattered remnant
to Spain in October at length convinced him of the entire
frustration of his hopes. During this eventful crisis the Dutch
fleet contributed very materially to the safety of England by
blockading the Duke of Parma in the Flemish harbours.
This commander had with great labour constracted a fleet

The In-
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of 840 vessels of various sizes, the materials for which he
had to bring from a vast distance ; and he bad cantoned near
the coast an army of 80,000 foot and 5,000 horse ready for
embarkation. The Duke of Guise was also prepared to assist
the invasion with 13,000 men whom he had oo in Nor-
mandy.

In the following year (1589), in order to divert the Spanish
King from another attack on England, the war was carried
into his own dominions. An English armament under the
command of Drake and Norris, accompanied by Dom Antonio,
sailed for Portugal, in the hope that the population would
declare in favour of the Prior of Crato on his ll;.ndmg With
her usual economy Queen Elizabeth conducted this affair on
the principle of a joint-stock speculation. She herself ven-
tured six ships and £60,000; the two commanders and their
friends £50,000; and the remainder of the expedition was
made up by London, the Cinque Ports and other maritime
towns. But the enterprise was ill-conducted. The fleet had
not been frovided with sufficient provisions and ammunition ;
time was lost by an attack upon Corufia, when the lower town
was captured ; and though the expedition afterwards effected
a landing near Lisbon, mastered the suburbs of that city, and
captured sixty Hanse vessels freighted with supplies for a
second Armada, it was soon discovered that the people were
not inclined to take up Dom Antonio’s cause. After great
sufferings’ the expedition returned in June with their booty,
l(:.lving behind them an indelible impression of English
valour.

Meanwhile, after the defeat of the Armada, the Duke of
Parma had resumed his operations in the Netherlands. In
August, 1588, he laid siege to Bergen-op-Zoom ; whence he
was obliged to withdraw by the great losses he had suffered
through a stratagem of two English soldiers, and to put his
army into winter-quarters. At the same time he despatched
Count Mansfeld with the German jon of his forces to
attack Wachterdonck, a town in Upper Gelderland. The
siege of this little place, which was bravely defended by the
celebrated Colonel Schenck, possesses no interest, except from
the fact that bombs were first used in it. They were the
invention of a citizen of Venlo. The army of the Duke of

! Soe Birch's Memoirs of Queen Elisabet, vol. i. p. 568 sq.
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Parma bad suffered much in these two sieges; its pay was
Lbkewise in arrear, for the expenses of the Armada had
emptied Philip’s treasury ; but the spirits of the Duke were
somewhat revived by the acquisition of Gertruidenberg in
North Brabant, which was betrayed to him by the seditious
and discontented garrison. The campaign of 1589 presents
little of importance. Farnese, who had fallen into bed
health, repaired to Spa for the benefit of the waters, and his
army was not in a oondition to undertake any considerable
enterprise. At the earnest desire of the Elector of Col

the Spaniards made an attempt upon Rheinberg, the conduet
of which Parma intrusted to the uis of Varanbon. But
that general was completely defeated 1n a bloody engagement
by Colonel Vere, an lish officer of high reputation, who
entered Rheinberg and strongly fortified it.

In March, 1590, Prince Maurice obtained J)oneuion of
Breda by a singular stratagem. One Adrian Vanden

owner, who was accustomed to suiply the garrison of
that place with turf for fuel, undertook to introduce the
troops of Maurice in the following manuer. He erected a
sort of deck, or flooring, at the height of several feet from
the bottom of his vessel, thus forming a cabin capable of
containing seventy ns, and covered it over carefully with
tarf. A body of picked men under an officer named Herau-
gitre were then placed in this cabin, and after many delays,
and hair-breadth escapes, the entered the town
as if laden with its usual freight. It pened that the
garrison was at that time much i want of fuel, and a party
of them began to unload the vessel with great alacrity, when
Vandenberg invited them to drink, and amused them till it
dark. In the night time the men concealed in the
vessel rushed out, overpowered the guard, and admitted Prince
Maurice’s troops.'

It was in this year that Philip I1., much to the regret and
disgust of the Duke of Parma, abandoning for the present
the war in the Netherlands, directed that general to march
with his army to the relief of Paris, besieged by Henry IV.
Parma’s operations in France are related in another chapter.
He intrusted the command of the troops which he left for the
defence of the Netherlands to Count Peter Ernest of Mans-

3} Motley, United Netherlands, vol. iil. ch. xxi.

adm
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feld, whom he directed to oocupy Nymegen. Maurice finding
the siege of that place impracticable, took possession of the
tract called “the Bettuwe,” or Bettaw, supposed to be the
ancient Batavia, which lies opposite to the town, on the north
bank of the Waal. Across this tract Maurice dug a canal
from the Rhine to the Waal, which not only secured the
navigation of this river b, mndermg it unneceesary for

vessels to pass the town of N , but was also of ad-
vantage to the surrounding country Teasen ing the inunda-
tions. Out of gratitude for these {en the States of

Gelderland and Overyssel elected Mannco their Governor.
Maurice, in the absence of Parma, subsequently overran
Brabant and Flanders, and by occupying some of the smaller
frontier towns paved the way for future conquest. 1In 1591
the Duke of Parma was again obliged to resort to Spa for
the benefit of his health, and Maurice pursued the advantages
which he had gained in the previous year. In May and June
he besleged and captured the towns of Zutphen and Deventer,
and again united the county of Zutphen to the Seven Pro-
vinces. Colonel Vere, anxious to wipe out the disgrace of
Stanley’s treachery, highly distinguished himself at the siege
of Deventer. Maurice afterwards occupied the district near
Antwerp called the Waes, and took Hulst and Nymegen ;

and sfter these exploits he returned to the Hague, where he
was received with every token of joy and gratitude as the
deliverer of the Republic of the Seven Provinces. In this
campaign Maurice had displayed some of the highest qualities
of a general. By the celerity of his movements he had sur-
E‘ised Farnese, and compelled him to retire from the Waal.

e quiet student of the art of war was become one of the
most consummate captains of the age.

In 1592, the Duke of Parma having been again ordered
into France to relieve Rouen, Maurice captured Steenwyk
and Coevorden. . He had now not only rescued from the

iards the seven northern provinces, with the exoeption

Groningen, which, however,&emg s far separated from
the other Spanish provinces, must necessarily fall in time,
bat he had also eshbhshed himself on the left banks of the
Meuse and the Scheld; where he occupied, in the name of
the States-General, the Brabant towns of Breda and Bergen-
op-Zoom, and the Flemish towns of Ostend, Axel, and Hulst.

career of Alexander Farneee was now drawing to a
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close. After his return from France this year the state of
his health became so alarming that he solicited Philip for his
dismiseal, but died at Arras without obtaining it, December
3rd, 1592, at the age of forty-six. It was, perhaps, only a
lucky escape. Philip appears to have been meditating at
this time the disgrace, if not the death, of Farnese.' Yet
it was to his military genius and bis conciliating poliey
that Sixi.n owed her retention of the Southern Netherlands.
After his death Philip appointed the Austrian Archduke
Ernest, son of the Emperor Maximilian II, to be Governor
of the Netherlands; and in the interval before his arrival
Count Peter Ernest of Mansfeld was intrusted with the
administration.

About Spain itself there is little to relate. In that um-
happy country all enterprise had been crushed by bigotry
and tyranny, and its domestic affairs afford therefore but
few materials for history. Philip, acoording to popular
rumour, had become, in 1578, jealous of the intimacy of his
secretary, Antonio Perez, with the Princess of Eboli. It was
in the autumn of 1578 that Escovedo, the friend and con-
fidant of Don John of Austria, arrived from the Nether-
lands to solicit Philip for the return of the Spanish and
Italian forces. His designs were opposed by Perez, who used
Escovedo to tempt Don John into rash statements which
‘were at once communicated to the King. Philip conceived an
implacable resentment against his half-brother; but he was
also enraged against Escovedo, as the tool of Don John’s
inordinate ambition, and he determined to involve both in a
common destruction. Perez received the King’'s written order
to effect the assassination of Escovedo; and soon after,
Philip’s permission, Perez and the widowed Princess of Eboli
were arrested (July, 1579). The King’s motives are unknown,
and after a short time he seemed inclined to a lenient course,
and Perez was even allowed to continue in office, though
no longer admitted to the presence of the King.. Philip’s
resentment, however, remained unassuaged, and after a lapse
of six years the secretary was accused of malversation, fined
heavily and imprisoned. Perez, seeing his destruction re-
solved on, contrived to escape into Aragon, his native country ;
and to avoid the pursuit of the King’s officers he appealed to

1 Motley, United Netherlands, vol. iil. ch. xxviii.



i

40 MODERN EUROPE [Crar. XXV,

the Justicia," who ordered him to be confined in the state
prison; but the Viceroy of Aragon caused it to be broken
ﬁn and oast Perez into the dungeons of the Inquisition,
e Aragonese, enraged at this breach of their constitution,
rose and liberated Peres, who, after another narrow escape,
succeeded in reaching France, where he gave the King some
useful information respecting Philip’s designs. Philip seized
this opportunity to deprive the Aragonese of their ancient
privileges. AlIonsoV&rgasmordemdtoleadto Saragossa
& body of troops that had been destined for the invasion of
France; the Aragonese, at the instance of Don Juan de la
Nusa, the Justicia, flew to arms, but were soon overpowered ;
Vargas entered Saragossa, November 12th, 1591, sent the
Duke de Villa Hermosa and the Count of Aranda, two of the
principal leaders of the movement, to Madrid, and, agreeably
to the instructions of Philip IT., put the Justicia to death
without trial. The palace of the Inquisition at Saragossa
was now fortified, and filled with a garrison of Castilian
troops; the royal scaffolds and the fires of the Inquisition
rinﬁl'ad one another in atrocity; the Cortes were assembled,
and compelled to al their fueros or national customs
and privileges. The Justicia was made removable at the
i s&leunm; his tribunal was subjected to that of the
King; the power of the Cortes was abridged, and they were
forbidden to assemble without a royal mandate; in short, the
ancient Aragonese constitution was entirely destroyed.*

! The great oonstitutional powers of the Justicia have been deseribed
in the preceding volume, p. 65.

* See Mignet, Anfonso Perec et Philippe II. ch. v..vii. ; Watson,
Philsp 11. vol. fii. p. 216 sqq.



CHAPTER XXVI

CIVIL WARS IN FRANCE

WE now resume the history of France, which in a former Warot
chapter has been brought down to the of Nemours e e
in 1585. That alliance between Henry III. and the League
struck the King of Navarre and his adherents with consterna-
tion. But the approach of danger served only to elicit the
great qualities of Henry of Navarre. He succeeded in con-
vincing Marshal Damville, now by the death of his elder
brother become Duke of Montmorenci, of the necessity of
opposing the League; and that nobleman, who was called the
“ King of Languedoc,” from his great power in that province,
of which he was Governor, again united himself with the
Huguenots. Cond¢ was likewise prepared to act with vigour,
though but too many of the Huguenot leaders, like those of
the League, had an eye only to their own interests in the dis-
memberment of France and the p of establishing them-
selves as independent Princes. The King of Navarre also
sought assistance from England and Germany. He received
this year from Queen Elizabeth large sums of money, besides
repeated offers of an asylum in England, in case he should
find himself overmatched ; and the German Calvinist Princes
Yomised to assist him with an army. In a Declaration of the
Oth of June, 1585, Henry denied the charge of heresy,
denounced the use of the names Papist and Huguenot, which
he ho) would be exchanged for those of Spamiard and
Fr ; and ooncluded with an offer to put an end to
the civil war by a single combat with the Duke of Guise, or of
two to two, or of any larger number that might be qi‘r:ed on.
On the 10th of August another Declaration was published in
the names of the King of Navarre, the Prince of Condé and
Montmorenci, in which the Guises were denounced as the



the war.

of

42 MODERN EUROPE [Crap. XXVI.

authors of all the misfortunes of France, and a war of exter-
mination was declared against the League.! On the other
hand, preparations were made by the King and the League.
The plan of the campaign was regulated by Guise, who him-
self assumed the command of an army which was to operate
in Lorraine, and protect the eastern frontier of the Kingdom
against the Germans ; his brother, the Duke of Mayenne,
was to proceed into the south inst the King of Navarre;
while Henry III. was to pms?gzl over an army of reserve
stationed in the centre of the Kingdom on the banks of the
Loire. Thus began the eighth religious war, which, from
the names of the three leaders, viz.,, the Kings of France
and Navarre and Henry Duke of Guise, has sometimes been
called the War or TR THREE HENmIES. Pope Sixtus V.
was not like his predecessor, Gregory XIII., a warm sup-
porter of the League. The more extended views of Sixtus
embraced the whole European system. He was jealous of the
schemes of Philip II.,* and foresaw that if that King suc-
ceeded in his designs upon France, Rome itself would onl
become more subject to his power. He could not, indeed,
help fulminating against the King of Navarre and Prince of
Condé a bull of excommunication, already prepared by Gre-
gory XIII., which deprived them of the succession to the
French Crown ; but he refused to help the League either with
men or money; nor did the promised contributions of
Philip I1., who was then in preparing the Armada,
arrive very regularly.

In the wars of the League, which are of little importance to
the general history of Europe, Henry of Navarre, by his
activity and energy, at first outstripped his opponents, and
occupied either by himself or his captains the provinces of
Guienne, Dauphiné, Saintonge, and Poitou. Condé, with an
injudicious ardour, passed the Loire to seize Angers; where
his army, though not defeated, melted away before the
superior forces of the enemy. Late in the season the Duke
of Mayenne entered Guienne at the head of 15,000 men;
while the King of Navarre had not more than 4,000 to oppose
to him, the rest being scattered in different garrisons. Never-

! See these Declarations in the Mémosres et Corvesp. of Du Plessis

lli{‘:irpai, t. iii. p. 89 sqq. and 159 sqq. (ed. 1824). Cf. Thuanus,
. ix.

* Letters of Duke of Nevers, in his Mémoires, pt. i. p. 606 aqq.
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theless, Henry made an obstinate defence. The season was
unpropitious; Mayenne's army was thinned by an epidemie,
and he himself laid up with sickness, so that little was
effected. The campaign of 1586 offers nothing of importance.
Henry III., who dreaded the success of the League even
more than that of the Huguenots, did all he could to protract
the war and render it indecisive. Instead of attending to the
affairs of his Kingdom or to the progress of the campaign, he
frittered away his means at Lyons spending large sams in
spite of the public distress, and wasting his time in the most
childieh amxusements, in playing with lap-dogs, apes, and par-
rots. With the view of arresting the progress of the League,
he entered into negotiations with the Huguenots; and in
December, 1586, his mother, Catharine, had an interview with
the King of Navarre at the Castle of 8t. Bris, near Cognac.
Here Catharine was unsuccessful, and he dismissed her after
the interview in which he loaded her with the bitterest
reproaches.
spite of their promises, the German Calvinists at first
showed but little zeal to assist their brother Protestants in
France, till Beza came and excited them by his sermons. By
July, 1587, a large Germany army had assembled on the
French frontier, which John Casimir intrusted to the com-
mand of Count Dohna, a brave soldier but indifferent general.
So dilatory was this force in its movements, that it was three
months in marching to Chitillon-sur-S8eine. The Germans
subsequently advanced as far as La Charité on the Loire ; but
finding the passage opposed by the King’s army, they aban-
doned the idea of forming a junction with the Huguenots, for
which it would have been necessary to traverse the moun-
tainous districts of the interior; and they directed their
march towards the plains of Beauce. During these operations
the King of Navarre gained a splendid victory over the Duke
of Joyeuse and one of the Royal armies at CouTras, a small
lace in Guienne, near the river Ille, which falls into the Lower
rdogne (October 20th). The victory was achieved solely
by Henry’s superior military skill, as his forces were much
less numerous than those of his opponents. Joyeuse himself
had been seized by two Huguenot soldiers, when a third shot
him through the head. The Calvinist ministers were
astonished at the calmness and moderation of Henry amid the
exuberant joy of all around ; more acute observers attributed

Battle of
1587,
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it to that indifference, almost amounting to apathy, which
formed part of his character. Instead of pursuing his victory,
he hastened into Béarn, to lay the colours which he had taken
at the feet of his mistress, Corisande. Soon afterwards Guise, |
assisted by the treachery of the commandant, surprised the
Germans in Auneau, and killed a great many of them. They
then began a retreat, which was harassed by Gruise as well as
by the infuriated peasantry, who, in revenge for the disorders
committed by the German soldiery, murdered all they could
lay hands on. Guise pursued them over the frontier, and laid
waste the neutral German country of Mompelgard. The
affair of Auneau increased the renown and influence of Guise,
while the King was denounced as having placed himself at the
head of his army only to negotiate with heretics.
In Jan , 1588, Guise assembled the heads of the League
- at Nanci to deliberate on their future course. It was resolved
to seise, with the help of Spain, the territories of the Duke of
Bouillon, one of the leaders of the army of invasion, who,
after the retreat, had died at Geneva of vexation and fatigue;
and to compel his sister, Charlotte de la Marck, the only heir
to his dominions, to marry one of the sons of the Duke of
Lorraine. The most violent resolutions were adopted. The
King was to be required to join the League more publicly ; to
remove from his councils and dismiss from their offices all
persons who should be named as obnoxious to that faction ;
to publish the Council of Trent; to establish the Holy In-
quisition ; to place in the hands of certain leaders towns to be
named which they might fortify and garrison. All heretics
were to be taxed in the fourth or thirdpa.rtoftheumoomes,
while Catholics were to pay only a tenth part. All H m:ml
prisoners were to be put to death, unless they im
mnted,puddown the value of their estates, snda.groedto
serve three years without pay. Henry IIL. dared not openly
to refuse the demands of the e, and resorted to his usual
temporising policy. The chiefs of the League repaired from
Nanei to Soissons to await the King’s answer, as well as to be
nearer to Paris, which they were forbidden to enter. Mean-
while the Council of Sixteen, as well as Guise’s sister, the
Dowager Duchess of Montpensier, were organizing the most
conspiracies against Henry. The Duchees laid a
plan to seize the King in the Faubourg St. Antoine, on his
return from Vincennes, and to carry him off to Soissons; but

|
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me;ydqhmdof it, and came surrounded with a squadron
of ca .

In spite of the prohibition of the King, Guise, at the invita-
tion the Sixteen, resolved to come to Paris, which he
entered by the Porte St. Martin, May 9th. He was on horse-
back, with his face muffled up in his cloak; but a young
gentleman of his suite playfully removed it, as well as Guise’s
hat, and the Parisians, when they recognized their beloved
leader, crowded round him, with shouts of Vive Guise!/
Handsome, of majestic presence, all contemporary authorities
agree that there was in his manner an inexpressible charm,
which won for him the hearts of the populace. Ghuise
alighted at the hotel of the Queen-Mother, who had joined in
the invitation to him; and in the afternoon they proceeded
together to visit the King, who was at that moment debating
the question of Guise’s assassination, and received him with
marks of the greatest anger. At the next interview Guise
took care to come well attended, and the most furious recrimi-
pations ensued. It was evident that the matter must end in
a trial of strength. The King was shut up and fortified in
the Louvre, Guise in his hoﬁ; the former defended by the
military, the latter by the mob. Paris seemed converted into
two hostile camps. On the 12th of May the King caused
4,000 Swiss and the regiment of French who were
cautoned in the neighbourhood, to enter Paris. The intro-
duction of the troops enraged the populace, who were still
further infuriated by the indiscreet &mts of Crillon, mesire-
de-camp, or colonel, of the French guards; barricades were
thrown up in all the streets; each house was converted into a
fortrees, and even the women provided themselves with wea-
pons. Henoce the day obtained the name of the Dax or Tax
Bazeroapss. The insurrection gained strength through the
indecision of the King, who was afraid to order the to
act; and this want of vigour demoralized the troops
selves, who, when the people at length assumed the offensive,
for the most part surrendered without a blow.

If in the early part of the day Henry ITI. had been too
slow in acting, Guise, on his part, missed the decisive suocess
which lay within his grasp, had he determined on seizing the
King’s n. He seemed to forget the maxim cited by the
Duke og Parma when he heard of the affair, that he who
draws his sword upon his Prince should throw away the

Day of the
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scabbard. His demands, however, were those of a conqueror,
and when Catharine went to treat with him, he required to
be appointed Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom ; that the

of Navarre, and the Bourbons who adhered to him,
should be declared incapable of succeeding to the Crown ; and
that the King should dismiss his favourites, and even his
Gascon body-guard of forty-fivee While Guise was engaged
in this interview with Catharine, Henry IIL left the Louvre

on foot, and gmeeedmg to the Nesle gate, crossed the Seine
in a skiff. The soldiers of the e fired after him, but he
succeeded in escaping, accompanied by about thirty persons.
On the heights of Chaillot he turned to bestow his maledie-
tion on Paris, upbraiding it for its disloyalty and ingratitude;
for he was the first King of France for centuries who had
made that city his habitual residence. He swore that he
would not return except through a breach in the walls; but
he was destined never to revisit it. He directed his course to
Chartres, where he was honourably received by the bishop;!*
and he was soon after followed by the Swiss troops and by his
regiment of guards. Guise, now master of Paris, converted
it into & sort of fanatical Republic of which he was the
Dictator. He caused new magistrates to be elected, and new
captains more devoted to himself to be appointed to the civie
bands ; he compelled the Parliament to ogedienoe ; seized the
Bastille and arsenal, and occupied the towns around Paris, in
order to prevent it from being surprised. All offices were
bestowed upon his creatures, who ruled supreme in the capital
till 1594.

Amid the universal defection, Lyons and Tours offered the
King an asylum, but he prefe to go to Rouen, although
most of the inhabitants were partisans of the League. Here
he amused himself with plays, water parties, and other enter-
tainments, while his mother negotiated with the rebels. The
terms demanded by the e were embodied in an edict,
published July 21st, 1588, called the Eprcr or Usion. In
some secret articles Henry III. pledged himself to a war of
extermination against the heretics, and engaged his subjects
a8 well as himeelf to swear that they would never obey any
heretic Prince. He promised to t the decrees of t;
he granted a complete amnesty for all that had passed ; pro-

1 Nicholas de Thou, one of the uncles of the historian.
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longed for six years the term appointed for the restitution of
the cautionary towns held by the chiefs of the Img;e, and
assigned to them three additional places, Orleans, Bourges,
and Montreuil-sur-Mer. Guise was to be generalissimo, but
he was too cautious to insert any article to that effect in the
treaty. The King was also obliged to consent to an assembly
of the States-General at Blois, by means of which Guise de-
signed to legalize his usurpations and to hold Henry in
tutelage. The King, however, refused to return to Paris,
although the invitation of the Parliament and other public
bodies was seconded by his mother. The terror of PBilip'l
threatened invasion of England had contributed not a little
to induce Henry to sign the Edict of Union.

The King opened the meeting of the States-General at
Blois in October, with an eloquent speech, composed for him,
it is said, by Du Perron, in which he denounced the un.
measured ambition of some of his subjects. These passages,
however, Guise and his party forced him to suppress in the
printed copy. The haughtiness of Guise’s manners added
venom to the wounds which he inflicted on the King’s pride.
Alarming reports of the ambitious plans of Guise—that he
meant to obtain from the States the Constable’s sword, to
carry the Kiug to Paris, and keep him there in subjection—
determined Henry to deliver himself by murdering him. It
was no eagy enterprise. As Grand-Master, Guise held the
keys of the Castle of Blois; he was always accompanied by a
numerous suite, and the guard within the castle could not be
increased without his kmowledge. The King spoke of the
matter to Crillon, the colonel of his French guard, who de-
clined to connect himself with it, alleging that he was a
soldier and no hangman. But Henry found an instrument
in Loignac, first gentleman of his chamber. When Loignac

roposed the enterprise to the Taillagambdi, or King's Gascon
gody-gwd, of which he wag captain, they joyfully under-
took it, regarding Guise as their enemy from his endeavours
to procure their dismissal. The King gave out that he in-
tended to pass Christmas in retirement at Notre Dame de
Cléry, and to expedite business before his departure a council
was summoned to agsemble very early in the morning of the

1 The demands of the *‘ Princes unis ” and the Edict are in the Mém.
de la Ligue, t. ii. p. 365 sqq.
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28rd of December. Guise had received some warnings, but
his contempt for the King’s cowardice lulled him into a false
security, and both he and the Cardinal his brother attended.
‘When the council was assembled, Guise recsived a message
that the King wished to see him in his bed-chamber. In
order to reach this apartment, it was mecessary to pass
through an ante-chamber where Loignac and nine of the most
determined of the Taillagambs were posted, while the rest
had been stationed in the lobbies and staircases to render
escape impossible. Guise had passed through the ante-
chamber, and was in the act of lifting the tapestry to enter
the King’s apartment, when he was poignarded by Montséri,
one of the guard; three or four others then seized him, and
prevented him from drawing his sword. With a desperate
effort, Guise, who was & powerful man, succeeded in throwing
them off, and advanced towards Loignac, at the other end of
the room. The noise of the scuffle alarmed the Council, and
Pierre d’Espinae, Archbishop of Lyons, hastened to the door
of the apartment, which he could not open, but he heard
Guise exclaim, “ Oh, gentlemen! What treachery!” and
after some blows, a heavy fall and the cry, “Oh, God!
mercy!” Loignac had struck Guise with the scabbard of his
sword, and the Duke, after receiving several other wounds,
fell covered with his blood. The King, who had hid himself
in an inner cabinet, as soon as he was sure that Guise was
despatched, came out with drawn sword, exclaiming, “ There
are no longer two of us! I am King at last!” and, while he
uttered these words, he gave the still panting body a kick.
Sixteen years before Guise himself had so kicked the body of
the expiring Admiral! Thus by a retributive justice the
authors of the 8t. Bartholomew were falling by each other’s
hands.

The Dowager-Duchess of Nemours, mother of the Duke of
Ghuise, the Cardinal his brother, his nearest kinsfolk and
principal adherents, including the Cardinal of Bourbon, were
seized and imprisoned. The fate of the Cardinal of Guise
occasioned some debate. It was no light matter for a super-
stitious King to put to death a Prince of the Church; the
assassins of the Duke declined the sacrilegious office ; some
soldiers of the guard, were, however found to undertake it,
and on the morrow the Cardinal met with the same fate as
his brother. In an apartment directly under that in which
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of Guise was murdered, Catharine de’ Medici lay
stretched on her death-bed. The noise had alarmed her, and
when she learnt the cause of it from the lips of the Ki:g
himself she betrayed an anxiety which probably hasten
her end. She expired January 5th, 1589, having nearl
attained the age of seventy. At once credulous and scepti
Catbarine belonged to & numerous class who in that age
placed more confidence in the powers of witcheraft than
In the precepts of morality and religion. She was a firm
believer in astrology, and thought herself emdowed with
second sight.'! She had, nevertheless, that native taste for
art, and especially architecture, which distinguishes the
Italians, but her influence in France can be regarded only
a8 an unmitigated evil.

By the murder of his arch-enemy, Henry ITI. fancied that
he had accomplished all his objects. Instead of 'l)xm to
meet the storm which his act was sure to raise, he soon fell
into his accustomed listlessness; and he even released some
of the more refractory members of the States whom he had
imprisoned, ially Brissac and Bois-Dauphin, the generals
of the barricades. o States themselves he dismissed in the
middle of January. Meanwhile the Parisians, after recover-
ing from the first shock occasioned by the news of Guise’s
murder, displayed the most violent hostility. On Christmas
Day they assembled at the Hétel de Ville, elected the Duke
of Aumale Governor of Paris, and levied an army to relieve
Orleans, to which the King had laid siege on the Duke of
Gruise refusing to surrender it. They were encouraged by
Mendoza, the Spanish ambassador, who left the Court with-
out taking leave, and repaired to Paris as the centre of
pepistry and jeeuitism. Thither also came Mayenne, Guise’s
brother, whom the King had in vain attempted to conciliate ;
& heavy man, both in mind and body, but the best of the
Guises. Slow, yet haughty, and excitable when his pride was
touched, he had poignarded with his own hand a son of the
Chancellor Birago for having presumed to obtain from his
daughter a promise of marriage.’ The pulpits of Paris re-
sounded against the King and the whole race of Valois.
The King’s name was struck out of the public prayers,

! There is & curious description of her talisman in Martin, Hist. de
France, t. ix. p. 386 note.

* Mi , La Ligue, p. 814.
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and those of the Christian Princes in arms for the Lord
and for the public safety were substituted for it. Absurd
and fanatical processions were formed, in one of which all
the children of Paris repaired to the ab of Ste. Gene-
vieve with torches, which, on reaching the porch, they
turned down and extinguished, excla.umng, “So perish the
House of Valois!” These processions, which sometimes
occasioned the grossest immorality, the clergy themselves
were at length obliged to forbid. The doctors of the Sor-
bonne pronounced the people released from their allegiance
to Henry ITI., and authorized them to take up arms against
him. Achille de Harlai and Augustin de Thou, Preaidents
of the Parliament of Paris, having harangued that body
the demagogues, the Councal of Sixteen caused the
whole of the members to be arrested during ome of their
sittings, and to be conducted, clad in their robes, to the Bas-
tille, amid the hootings of the populace. The ultra-Catholic
members, however, who had accompanied their colleagues out
of an esprit de corps, were afterwards dismissed; and this
rump, as it may be called, assembling under the conduct of
Premdent Brisson, decreed whatever the Sixteen dictated.
The latter body named a new board, called the Council-
General of the Union, consisting of forty members, by whom
the Duke of Mayenne was appointed Lieutenant-General of
the Kingdom. the other hand, Henry III. assembled
round him at Tours such members of the different chambers
of the Parliament of Paris as remained faithful to him, and
declared null and void all the acts of the pseudo-Parliament
and other courts of judicature at Paris. The formation of
the Council of the Union and the appointment of Mayenne
as Lieutenant-General gave a great impulse to the
The people were seized with republican ideas, not only in the
cities but also in the rural districts ; and they imagined that
by joining the Union they should be able to live after the
mnnner of the Swiss, and be exempt from all taxes except the
payable to their immediate lords.
while Henry of Navarre, now sole leader of the H .
nots—for his cousin, the Prince of Condé, bad died, not
without suspicion of poison, in the spring of 1588—had been
na.med protector of the Evangelical Church by a gemeral
od of the Protestants held at La Rochelle towards the
ose of that year. After the death of Guise, the King of
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Navarre surprised Niort, and occupied successively 8t. Mai-
xenf, Maillezais, Thouars, Loudun, A.rgenton, and Chitel-
leraut. From the last-named town he issued, on the 4th of
March, an excellent manifesto, calling on the three Estates of
the Realm to deliberate and save the Kingdom by counsels of
moderation. Henry IIL., who now possessed only a few towns
upon the Loire, though important in a mlhtax point of view
from their position, namely, Beaugenci, Blois, Amboise, Tours,
and Saumur, was lost in anxiety and hesitation about the
oconsequences of his crime, and was thinking at the same time
of negotiating with the League and with the King of Navarre.
But the Duke of Mayenne, with whom he treated through
the Legate Morosini, having repulsed his advances, he effected,
through the mediation of his natural sister, the Dowager-
Duchess of Montmorenci, a twelvemonth’s truce with the
King of Navarre® (April 8rd). Still, however, Henry ITI. did
not abandon all hope of an alliance with Mayenne, and kept
the truce secret a fortnight; till the advance of Mayenne
upon Tours, and the news from Rome that the Pope refused
to absolve the King from the murder of the Cardinal of
Guise, drove him into the arms of the Huguenots. Sixtus V.
could have overlooked the assassination of the Duke of Guise
as an act of political necessity ; but he was compelled, though
no partisan of the Guises, to visit with his indignation the
murder of a Prince of the Church. He reproached Morosini
with negotiating for the King instead of immediately excom-
municating him, and cited Henry IIL to appear personall
at Rome and answer for his crime. On the 30th April, 1589,
the two Henries cemented their new alliance by an interview
at Plessis-18s-Tours; and Henry IIL. agreed to place Saumur
in the hands of his brother-in-law to serve as a tdle-de-pont
on the Loire. Before their forces could be united, Mayenne
assaulted Tours, and got possession of the suburb of St.
Symphorien ; which, however, he was compelled to abandon
on the approach of the King of Navarre.

Although the League gained some advantages at Sen-
lis and other places, the two Kings resolved to march with
their united forces upon Paris, and lay siege to that ca.gital.
At 8t. Cloud, where they arrived towards the end of July,

! The compact is in the Mém. ofDuPleasisMornAig.i. P- 806 8qq.

4to ed.), who, with Roeni, afterwards the celebrated Duke of Sully,
was one of the negotiators.

Henry III.
murdered
by Clément,



|

I

52 MODERN EUROPE [Caar. XXV]I.

they were joined by numerous volunteers, as well as by some
Swiss and German troops, so that their army numbered be-
tween 80,000 and 40, men. Paris was struck with alarm :
the fanaticism of the populace rose to the highest pitch;
the priests and Jesuits openly declared that only the murder
of one or both Kings could save religion. Henry ITI. having
been excommunicated by the P(ge_ the zealous Catholics re-
garded him as an outcast; the Papal Monitorium, published
in France towards the end of June, contained a prophecy
that he would perish like Saul. In this state of the public
mind, Jacques Clément, s Dominican friar, twenti-two years
of age, half simpleton, half fanatic, fired by the sermons
which he heard, and by the not undeserved reproaches which
were everywhere uttered against the King, as well as en-
couraged by the exhortations of his prior, of the Duke of
Aumale, and especially (so it is said) of the Duchess of
Montpensier, resolved to gain Paradise by the assassination
of Henry ITI. He sought the Royal camp, and on pretence
of bringing letters from President de Harlai, and the Count
of Brienne, obtained a private audience of the King. Henry
stretching out his hand to receive the letters, Clément stabbed
him with a knife which he had hidden under his frock. The

ing pulled out the weapon, exclaiming, “ The wicked monk
has killed me!” and inflicted with it a wound on the assas-
sin’s head, who was immediately despatched by the surround-
ing guards.

The King’s wound was not at first thought mortal ; but
unfavourable symptoms soon appeared, and he died early the
following morning (August 2n§, 1589), at the age of nearly
thi.rzﬁ-eight. With him was extinguished the house of Valois,
which had occupied the throne of France more than two
centuries and a half.! As he lay at the point of death,

1 Philip V1., the first King of the House of VALOIS, ascended the
throne in 1828, on the death of Charles IV., or the Fair, the last male
of the direct ian line, to whom he was cousin-german. Both
Charles IV. and lnli&ﬂVL were descended from the second son of 8t.
Louis (Louis JX.), while the BouRBONS were descended from his
sixth son. Charles IV. had left several nieces; but the exclusion of
females from the throne of France, by what is ealled the SBalic law—
though in fact that law says nothing about suocession—had
been settled by the French notables after the death of Louis X. im
1816 ; which, as male heirs had never been wanting, was the fitst time
there had been occasion to consider the question.
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H IIT. transferred the command of his forces to the King
of Navarre; and exhorted the Catholic noblee who sur-
rounded his bed to submit to that Prince as their lawful
Sovereign ; trusting that he would not long delay his return
to the orthodox faith. The Catholic royalists demanded an
immediate pledge to that effect; but BY IV.—for the
King of Navarre now assumed that title as King of France—
rephied that none but a man who had no belief at all could
8o suddenly change; adding, however, that he had alwa
expressed his readiness to be instructed, and that he should
be willing to conform to the decisions of a General Council.!
It was already plain that he awaited only a convenient pre-
text for changing his religion. Mamh&lBimn,thegeot
soldier and most able politician among the Catholic royalists,
having obtained from Henry the promise of the County of
Périgord, was very instrumental in inducing his Erty to
come to terms with him. On the 4th of August the Bourbon
Kin%olignod 8 declaration, by which he promised to maintain
the Roman Catholic and apostolic religion ; to submit to the
instruction of a General or National Council to be called
within six months ; to allow the exercise of no other religion
but the Roman Catholic, except in those towns and places
where another was already established ; to bestow, with the
preceding exception, all offices that might become vacant only
on Catholics ; to maintain the present officers of the Crown
in their dignities and charges, and to use every endeavour to
unish the murder of the late King. At the bottom of this
tion the royalist leaders signed an engagement recog-
nizing Henry of Navarre as King of France.® There were,
however, many defections from Henry’s standard among the
royalist nobles, several of whom hastened into the provinces
to try what they could secure in the gemeral anarchy which
they expected to emsue; while there were also some deser-
tions among the Huguenots, partly from disappointment at

! One of the principal authorities for this period is the Mémoires of
Sully (Economses Royales), a book better in substance than com-
poenZon. It was written by Sully’s secretaries, who sometimes fiat-
teringly attribute to him thmg; in which he had no concern. See also
the ﬁémau'a of Agrippa d’Aubigné and of Du Plessis Mornai, which
are not in the gen: collection. Palma Cayet, in his C i
Novenaire, flatters Henry IV. too much, whose preceptor he had been.

2 The convention is in Isambert, Recuel, etc. t. xv. p. 3 8qq.
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obtaining nothing, and partly from disgust at the King's
promise to let himself be * instructed.”

Among the League there was a great variety of opinions
as to who should succeed the murdered Sovereign; though a
large majority was in favour of the Cardinal of Bourbon, still
a prisoner at Tours, who had been already recognized by the
States-General as heir to the throne. The Duke of Mayenne
was too prudent to attempt to seize the prize, though exhorted
to do so by his sister, the Duchess of Montpensier. At Rome
and Madrid the recognition of a heretic Sovereign was of
course out of the question. Mendoza, the Spanish envoy,
joined Mayenne in declaring for the Cardinal of Bourbon ;
and the resolution was approved by the Council of the Union,
as well as by Philip ITI. It was not, however, till November
that the Cardinal was proclaimed by the Parliament of Paris,
under the title of Charles X. In that capital the news of
Henry ITL.’s death had been received with the wildest demon-
strations of joy. The praises of Jacques Clément were
sounded in the pul;its and sung in the streets; he was in-
voked as a saint and martyr, and images of him were erected
not only in private houses but even in churches.

The immediate prospect of seeing an heretical King on
the throne of France somewhat modified the views of Pope
Sixtus V. with regard to the League. He sanctioned the

regicide in full Consistory; profanely comparing Jacques
Clément with Judith a.nlz Efea.zer; ya.nd aspal{o;"osimmd
shown himself too lukewarm and compliant, towards the end
of the year another Legate, Gaetano, was sent into Franoce,
and intrusted with a sum of money to be laid out for the
benefit of the League. Gaetano was instructed to insist on
the introduction of the Inquisition and the abolishment of
the privileges of the Gallican Church; ' but he threw him-
self more into the cause of the democratic portion of the
League, and of the King of Spain, than the Pontiff wished or
his instructions authorized. Sixtus had not shaken off his
suspicions of Philip. He was inclined to the cause of the
Catholic Bourbons; nay, he did not exclude the possibility of
the conversion of Henry IV. himself, whom he thought it
would be very difficult to conquer.?

1 Autobiography of Cardinal Gaetano, ap. Ranke, Popes, vol. i.d). 528.
. ;h Dt'ocirgclo dato al’ Cardinale Gaetano, De Bouillé, Hist. des Gusses,
p. 421.
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In spite of the denunciations of Rome, a considerable
number of French Catholics, who did not approve the Jesuit
views about the rights of kings, had, as we have seen, re-
mained faithful to Hemry III. and now transferred their
allegiance to Henry IV. This party placed civil rights before
eecleoiastic:lmfrmdom, preferred toleration and humanity
to bigotry persecution, and the national unity of France
to the dominion of foreigners. The majority, however, was
against the claims of Henry IV. Everything depended on
the personal character of the new King. The Catholics of his
party suspected him because he was not yet converted, while
the Huguenots distrusted him from his ho{ding out a prospect
of his conversion. Thus threatened with a fall between two
parties, Henry, in spite of his faults, saved himself, where,
perhaps, a more perfect character would have failed. His
countrymen saw in him the reflection of their own virtues as
well as of their own defects; they admired him because he
was thoroughly French, and were irresistibly carried away by
the charm of his gaiety, good-humour, and brilliant courage.
Never was there a more perfect model of the Gascon soldier.
Small, but strongly n.nse m&cﬂy built, with prominent
features, vivacious eyes, & already mixed with grey, his
coat worn by the cuirass and hardly covered by a little red
mantle, his white plume always seen in the post of honour
and danger, he presented in his whole appearance and deport-
ment the most striking contrast to the elegant but effeminate
Henry whom he succeeded. Of preceding Kings he perhaps
bore most resemblance to Francis I.; but was infinitely his
superior both in heart and intellect.

By the defections already mentioned the Royal army had Eiisabeth
been reduced by half ; it was impossible to continue the siege belPs

of Paris, and Henry, dividing his forces into three corps, sent
one under Marshal d’Aumont, to occuapy Champegne, another
under the Duke of Longueville into Picardy to make head
against a threatened invasion of the Spaniards in the Low
Countries, whilst he himself at the head of the third, and
largest, of about 10,000 men, marched into Normandy, and
encamped within a league of Rouen to wait the expected
English succours. The Duke of Mayenue, after an interview
with the Duke of Parma in the Netherlands, from whom he
obtained a few reinforcements, proceeded into Normandy to
attack Henry. He was, however, so slow in his movements

Henry IV,
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that he did not arrive till the middle of September, and
meanwhile the King, who was assisted by Marshal Biron,
had taken up a naturally strong position at Arques, near
Dieppe, which he rendered almost impregnable by intrench-
ments. Dieppe itself, most important as affording him a
harbour in the English Channel, had been placed in his hands
by the commandant. Mayenne, whose forces were two or
times more numerous than Henry’s, ventured to assail
the intrenched camp at Arques, but was repulsed with great
loss after a bloody battle which lasted all day (September 21st).
Mayenne, however, remained before Dieppe till the beginning
of October, when learning that D’Aumont and Longueville
were advancing, and that Henry had been joined by upwards
of 5,000 English and Scots, the general of the League thought
it prudent to retreat into Picardy, to await reinforcements
from the Netherlands. At the same time Queen Elizabeth
sent a sum of £23,000 in ﬁld to Henry IV., who protested
that he had never before beheld so much money.'
Strengthened by these reinforcements, as well as by others
which he received from the French nobility, Henry resolved
to march upon Paris, and appeared bez)re that capital
November 1st. The southern suburbs were taken by assault,
and upwards of 1,000 Parisians either slain or captured.
Henry, however, could not penetrate into the city, and on the
ﬁpenn.noe of Mayenne he was compelled to retreat to Tours.
ere he received from the Signoria of Venice, through their
ambassador Mocenigo, letters congratulating him on his accee-
sion. In the year 1582 a revolution bad taken place in the
government of Venice, and the younger members of the
Senate had succeeded in breaking up the monopoly of power
held by a few aged patricians, who had always been devoted
to Spain and the Church. The Venetians in general regarded
the independence of France as essential to the balance of
European power. Their recognition of Henry was suggested
by the famous Fra Paolo Sarpi, the historian of the Council
of Trent, the soul of the anti-Papal and anti-Spanish party at
Venice ; and it was the more gratifying to Henry as the first

' Camden, Elisabeth, vol. ii. p. 23 (ed. 1629). ' Henry IV. is said to
have been so poor that he was not able to put on mourning for his
K:edeeessor. exe?e by cutting down the violet suit of Henry I1I., who
ch himself to be in mourning at the time of his death! Michelet,
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,;‘:blic recognition of his title by any foreign Power. The
rkish Sultan Amurath IIT. also offered him assistance, and
the Grand Duke of Tuscany and the Duke of Mantua gave
him secret assurances of friendship. Henry carried on the
war during the winter, gaining many towns and even whole
districts and provinces. Stupefied by his success, the councils
of the League were agitated by grave debates. Mayenne,
who wanted to reign under the name of the captive Cardinal-
King, wished, indeed, for the support of Spain, though in
money, not in men. But Philip II. had no idea of being the
mere banker of the League; he thought the time had come
when he should gather the fruits of all his sacrifices ; he had
formed an extravagant plan of procuring the abolition of the
Salic law in favour of his eldest daughter by Elizabeth of
France, the infanta Isabella Clara Eugenia; and meanwhile,
during the ivity of the shadow-King Charles X., he
wanted to be Protector of France. by
this chimerical scheme he sacrificed the substance for the
shadow, and against the advice of his best counsellors, and to
the great chagrin of the Duke of Parma, diverted towards
France those resources which might have secured the subjuga-
tion of the Netherlands. The views of Philip were chiefly
supported by the lower French clergy, the monEs and preach-
ing friars, many of whom he retained in his pay. These
gained for him the greater part of the Sixteen, and consequently
the mob; thusforming a strange alliance between a democratic
faction and & Prince who was the very incarnation of dee-
potism | Mayenne, however, was supported by the principal
nobility of the League in resisting Philip’s design of a pro-
tectorate ; and he weakened that Sovereign’s influence in
l'gm_.neo by procuring the suppression of the Council of the
nion.

In the spring of 1590 Mayenne, who had recruited his army
during the winter and gained some small successes, determined
to attack Henry, who had taken up smonnmrl)mux.
The armies met on the plain of Ivey ( 14th). Before
the u:gngoment, Henry, bareheaded and with upturned eyes,
after the fashion of the Huguenots, offered up a short prayer
in front of his army; then putting on hmheﬁnet, which was
adorned with a magnificent white plume, he said: *Com-
rades, God is for us! Behold his enemies and ours! At
them! I am your King. Should you miss your colours, rally

Battle of
Ivry, 1500,
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round my whit?lume; you will find it in the path of loa
and honour!” Henry bad arranged his plan of battle wit

the coolness and tact of & consummate general. He into
the thickest of the fight, and for a quarter of an hour nobody
knew what was become of him. %mboldened by his words
and example, his troops fought with irresistible fury. Nearly
half Mayenne’s cavalry was cut to pieces, his infantry killed,
taken, or dispersed, five guns and upwards of one hundred
standards captured. The general of the League escaped almost
alone to Mantes; in the neighbourhood of which place, in the
castle of his confidential friend and follower Rosni, afterwards
the celebrated Duke of Sully, Henry passed the night.
Mayenne hastened to Paris, which he found in & state of the
greatest alarm. The army of the League was annihilated,
and many of its chiefs counselled immediate negotistions.
But the Sorbonne, and still more the Legate Gaetano, ani-
mated the Parisians to resist to the death. It was peculiarly
& war of the clergy, and they shewed themselves on this
occasion literally the Church militant. A regiment was
formed of 1,300 priests and monks, chiefly of the four mendi-
cant erders, who defiled before the Legate, bearing crucifixes
for standards, and singing hymns accompanied with salvos
of mnsquel%y.

Henry IV. lost the fruits of his victory by delay, Many
canses have been assigned for this fatal procrastination ; the
real one was, probably, a new amour. H had conceived a
g:uion for the lady of La Roche-Guyon, a place in the neigh-

urhood of Mantes, and for a time Corisande was forgotten.
It was not till the 7th of May that he appeared before Paris.
La Noue made a desperate assault on the Faubourgs St.
Martin and 8t. Denis, but was ulsed. Just at this time
(May 9) the Cardinal of Bourbon died at the Castle of Fonte-
mg;le-comtn, at the age of sixty-seven. The League, however,
substitated no other King, and money bearing the super-
scription of Charles X. continued to be struck by that faction
so late as 1595.

Henry, who wished to take Paris by capitulation rather

;hm by assault, converted the fliege into a blockade, and, as

e was in possession of most of the neighbouring towns, as
well as of the course of the Seine and Marne, he completely
deprived the city of its supplies. The famine became almost
nnﬁmble; worse even than at the siege of Paris by the
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Germans in our own days. It is said that mothers fed upon
their own children; that the bones of exhumed corpses were
ground to ‘Kowder and used for bread! Even the wealthier
classes could only support life with the greatest possible
difficulty: yet the priests and monks urged the fanatical
populace to the moet desperate resistance; and Henry, dis-

inted in his hope of a speedy surrender, delivered, on the
night of July 24th, simultaneous assaults on the ten suburbs,
which were all captured. The Parisians being now shut up,
within their walls, the famine became still more intolerable,
and shouts arose of ““Bread or Peace!” The humanity of
Henry, however, caused him to let many persons pass the
lines ; his captains also sold passports, at which he was obliged
to connive, as he could give them no pay. Paris seemed to
lie within his grasp, yet he could not make up his mind to
order an assault. e dreaded the odium that he should
incur by storming his capital, as well as the probable demoral-
ization of his army after the capture ; nor could he persuade
himself that the Duke of Parma would quit the Netherlands
to ecome to its relief. Philip II., however, was infatuated
with his t designs on France. Farnese was ordered
to relieve Paris, and on Aungust lst, the inhabitants received
a message to that effect, but with the addition that the Spanish
army could not arrive for a fortnight—another fortnight
of starvation! The term of their relief, however, was destined
to be postponed twice that period. The Duke of Parma
advanced with the greatest caution and deliberation. He
brought with him a large park of artillery and & vast store of
ammunition and provisions in heavy waggons; and these
served as a protection to his camp, which he regularly pitched
and fortified every night. It was the 23rd August before he
joined Mayenne, who was at Meaux with some 10,000 men;
and their united army of about 28,000 men was rather
superior to that of the King, who was consequently compelled
to abandon the blockade of Paris; and on the night of the
20th August he withdrew his troops from the suburbs.
Henry endeavoured to provoke an engagement with the Duke
of Parma, who had taken up & strong position near Lagny,
and having thus command of the Seine, despatched provisions
to Paris. But though the two armies remained five days in

! Mémoires of L’Estoile, an eye-witness.

Parma
relieves
Parls
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presence, Farnese was too wary to abandon his advantage;
snd Henry, completely out-generalled, after & final unsuccess-
ful attempt on the southern quarter of Paris in the night of
September 9th, was eompelled to withdraw. Early in Novem-
ber, after a visit to Paris, the Duke of Parma returned into
the Netherlands, followed by Henry with 3,000 horse, who
harassed the Spenish army till it had crossed the frontier. It
was during this expedition that Henry became acquainted
with the celebrated Gabrielle d’Estrées, then about nineteen
years of age.
ml";?e Sixtus V. died just before the blockade of Paris was
ised (August 27th). Such are the extraordinary revolutions
of human opinion, that Henry IV., whom he had solemnly
excommunicated, was perhaps almost the only person who
lamented his death. spite of the Spanish Court, Sixtus
had given a favourable reception to M. de Luxembourg, whom
the Catholic royalists had despatched to Rome ; and the Pon-
tiff was 80 touched by Luxembourg’s description of Henry’s
good (i::ﬂiﬁu that he expressed regret at having excommuni-
cated him. In March, 1590, the Spanish envoy went to the
Pope’s apartments, and kngeling down before him,
ission to execute the commands of his master. He then
ormally protested against the Pontiff’s conduct, and
threatened unlees he declared the King of Navarre incap-
able of succeeding to the French Crown, that his Cathoh
Majesty would throw off his allegiance to the Holy See.
These threats seem to have shaken Sixtus, who dismissed M.
de Luxembourg under pretence of a pilgrimage to Loreto.
In July negoﬁstions were begun for & new treaty between the
Pope and Spain; yet at this very time there was a Huguenot
ag:ll:t I?thﬂl}o‘;i ; ;:&;n this state of irreso] dlut.ion. at vmanb' ﬂ(:e
wi ili . by the League, and suspected e
Jesuits mg the Inqniﬁti{)n, Sixtus V. expired. The Roinm
overthrew the statues they had voted to him, and decreed that
none should be ngun erected to any living Pope.

Urban VII. (Cardinal Castagna), who succeeded to the
tiara, lived only twelve days after his election. The Conclave
then chose Cardinal Sfondrati (December 5th, 1590), who
assumed the title of Gregory XIV. He was & devout monk,
& born subject of Philip II., and devoted to the Spanish
cause; and he therefore immediately declared himself in
favour of the League, and wrote to the Council of Sixteen,
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promising them help in men and money.! He renewed the
excommunication of Henry IV.; a step which perplexed many
of Henry’s Catholic followers, and led to the formation of
what was called the * Third Party;” which remained faith-
ful to him only in the trust that he would return to the
Romish Church, while the rest of the Catholic royalists
preesed for his immediate recantation. This party eventually
took up the cause of the Cardinal of Venddme, who, after the
death of his uncle, the nder Charles X., had assumed
the title of Cardinal of Bourbon. Gregory remitted to the
Parisians 15,000 scudi monthly, and intrusted to his nephew,
Ercole Sfondrati, Duke of Montemarciano, the command of
an army which was to assemble at Milan for the invasion of
France. That Kingdom seemed fast sinking into anarchy.
The Governors of provinces acted like sovereign Princes;
ambitious men everywhere sprung up who wished to render
themselves independent of the King. Of these the most im-
portant was the Duke of Mereceur, Governor of Brittany, who
sought to possess himself of that duchy in right of his wife,
Mary of Luzembourg, daughter of the Duke of Penthidvre;
and Philip II. supported him with some troops. Meanwhile,
the main olﬂect of Henry IV. was to obtain possession of the
capital ; and with that view he designed to keep up the war
around Paris until it should be reduced. In January, 1591,
he made an attempt to surprise the Faubourg 8t. Honoré,
bat the plan was frustrated. This affair afforded the Spanish
am or and the Council of Sixteen a pretext for insisting
on the reception of a Spanish garrison into Paris; Mayenne
reluctantly consented, and, on the 12th of Feb: , 4,000
Spaniards and Neapolitans entered the French capital.

In answer to Gregory XIV.’s bulls of exeommnniut.ion,

which were published m France by the Legate Landriano Bhiyg

towards the end of May, 1591, Henry appealed to the Royal-
ist Parliament of Paris, now divided into two branches, one
of which sat at Chalon and the other at Tours. These bodies
ordered the bulls to be burnt by the hangman, declared all
ecclesiastics who recognized them guilty of treasonm, cited the
Legate to ap) before them, and, on his failing to do so,
issued an order for his apprehension. Henry, before an
assembly of the clergy at Rheims, had made a fresh promise

3 Cayet, Chron. Noven. t. iii. p. 817 (Petitot, t. xl.).
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to receive instruction ; while Gregory’s attacks on the Gallican
Church had secured the King some additional adherents
among the clergy and jurists. Meanwhile the Viscount of
Turenne had been despatched into Germany, where he suc-
ceeded in raising an army of about 10,000 foot and 5,000
horse. In September, on the news of the approach of this
force, Henry, who in the earlier part of the year had taken
Chartres and Noyon, and had also received reinforcements of
between 4,000 and 5,000 English under the Earl of Essex,
roceeded with his cavalry to meet the Germans, while he

gisl:ributod his infantry in the fortresses of Picardy. On the
other hand, Mayenne had been joined at Verdun by the Papal
army under Montemarciano, consisting of 8,000 Ihﬁms, 6,000
Swiss, and 2,000 Spaniards from Sicily. The treasure ac-
cumulated by Sixtus V. had enabled Gregory to set on foot
this army. But the counsels of the League were divided.
The young Duke Charles of Guise, who had been kept a
prisoner gince the murder of his father, suoceeded in escaping
from the Castle of Tours, and a party had gathered round
him with which his uncle Mayenne was at open enmity.
Mayenne had also %umlled with the Si which body
thrown themselves completely into the arms of Rome

and the King of Spain. They had obtained, as we have seen,
a Spanish garrison in Paris; they demanded the re-establish-
ment of the Council of the Union; they took up the claims
of the young Duke of Guise, whom they wished to see married
to the Spanish Infanta; nay, the majority of them, as ap-

from an intercepted letter, would have acoepted Phili

for their Sovereign, and this sentiment was nbuog

by the University of Paris. It appears from a document
discovered among the archives of Simancas,' that this party
was ready to allow the establishment of the ish Inquisi-
tion; Philip was no longer to be King of Spain, but the
“ Great King ”—in short, to aocomplish at last his scheme of
universal monarchy. A ocommittee consisting of the more
violent members of the Sixteen condemned and hanged the
President Brisson, who belonged to that moderate, or trim-
ming, called the “ Pohticians.” But this and other
acts of violence produced a reaction. Mayenne gained the
upper hand, hanged four of the Sixteen, forbade the re-

! Ranke, Frans. Gesch. B. vi. K. 4.
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mainder, under pain of death, to hold clandestine meetings,
and thus suppressed for a time that turbulent Council.

Queen Elizabeth bad made it a condition of granting her
succour that they should be first employed against the League
in the north-western provinces of ce, and Henry accord-
ingly laid siege to Rouen, one of the strongholds of that
faction. Its relief could mot be attempted without the help
of the Duke of Parma, which Mayenne contrived to obtain
without committing himself to any engagement r:fechn
the designs of Philip. Farnese, suffering from ill-health an
vexed to be called away from the affairs of the Netherlands,
was commanded to sacrifice everything to the interests of
the League. It was mnot, however, till January, 1592, that
he appeared in Franoce ; and meanwhile Rouen, hard pressed
by Henry, who had received considerable reinforcements from
England, besides 3,000 Dutch troops, was suffering all the
extremities of famine. On the arproach of the Spanish army,
Henry, who had pushed fo with 1,000 horse to make a
reconnaissance, was wounded in a skirmish. On approsching
Rouen, the Duke of Parma proposed an immediate attack on
the besieging army; but Mayenne, who did not wish him to
gain a decieive victory, diverted him from this scheme, and
the Catholic army, for want of provisions, was obliged to re-
tire to the north of the Somme. When it again returned,
however, about the middle of April, Henry, whose forces were
much diminished, was compelled to retreat, and the Duke of
Parma entered Rouen in triumph (April 20th). There was
then a remarkable le for the possession of Caudebec, a
sort of arsenal of the Huguenots, before which place Farnese
was wounded in the arm with a bullet. Caudebec was taken ;
but while the Duke of Parma was laid up with his wound, as
well as Mayenne from a less honourable cause, Henry IV.
succeeded in shutting up the Catholic army in the peninsula
in which Caudebec lies, surrounded on three sides by the
Seine, which here resembles an arm of the sea. Farnese,
however, displayed his usual fertility of resource. He caused
a number of boats, rafts, and pontoons to be constructed at
Rouen, which were floated down with the tide; and on the
12th of May, with the aid of a slight fog, he transported all
his army, with their artillery and baggage, to the (;iposite
shore, without losing & man. Then, marching up the left
bank of the Seine, he crossed that river again at St. Cloud,
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and returned into the Netherlands. Nothing can convey a
stronger impression of the cautious tactics of this great cap-
tain than his having thus on two occasions marched so many
huandred miles, and relieved two egihl cities, without having
fought a single pitched battle. Henry was almost reduced
to despair. After all his efforts he found himself in no better
position than after his victory at Ivry, two years before. Yet,
on the whole, the war in the provinces had been in his
favour. In the south-east, especially, where Charles Em-
manuel, Duke of Savoy, had attempted an invasion, Les-
diguitres defeated him, and, with the help of the Duke of
Epernon, chased him over the Alps almost to the gates of
Turin

The retreat of the Duke of Parma, and his subsequent ill-
ness and death, were more advantageous to Henry IV. than
any victorﬁeoonld bave been. On the other hand, the ill
reception Henry’s agents met with at Rome, owing to the
contradictory promises which he had made to both sides,
gave an impulse to the * Third Party,” which mgported the
pretensions of the Cardinal of Bourbon. A new Pontiff now

ied the Chair of Peter. XTV. died in October,
1591, and his successor, Innocent , Cardinal Fachinetti,
an old man of seventy-three, lived only two months. The
inconvenience of this uent mortality determined the Con-

clave to elect a yo man; and their choice fell upon
Cardinal Ippolito Aldobrandini, who had been named, though
in the second place, by the Court of in, which would have

referred the election of Cardinal Severino. Aldo-
dini, who was chosen January 20th, 1592, assumed the
name of Clement VIII. He was still in the vigour of life,
having been born at Fano, in 1586. He was the youngest of
five sons of Salveetro Aldobrandini, of a considerable family
at Florence, which had opposed the Medici, and had been
driven into exile on the return of that house in 1531.!
Patronized by Cardinal Alexander Farnese, Ippolito obtained
an tndiforuh%p in the Roman Rota, and was created a Cardinal
aﬂixtm .» Who employed him as Nuncio in Poland.
ment VIII. was of active and business-like habits. The
interests of the Church, the administration of the Roman
States, the general politics of Europe, all ¢laimed a share of

1 Gino Capponi, Steréia dé Firense, iii. p. 300.
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his attention ; while, at the same time, he strictly attended to
his spiritual duties. He strictly observed all the fasts of the
Church, and sought no other relaxation than the discussion
of abstruse theologioal questions; by which conduct he ob-
tained an extraordinary reputation for piety. Clement VIIT.
had found the Court of Rome committed to a Spanish policy ;
but he was not himself very warmly devoted to the interests
of Spain; and Henry’s envoy, Cardinal Gondi, when he
arrived at Florence, received a message that he could not be
acknowledged at Rome, though hopes were held out of a pri-
vate reception. In November, 1592, the Legate of Clement
VIII. renewed against Henry IV. the censures of the Church ;
but since Mayenne’s proceedings against the Sixteen, the re-
action against the e and in favour of the “ Third
Party,” or  Politicians,” had continued to increase, the ex-
hortations of the fanatical clergy began to be neglected, and
the pt:_;;udicea against Henry IV. declined more and more
ev y.
were at this time seven or eight pretenders to the
French Crown: Philip IL, both for himself and for his
daughter, the Infanta Isabella Clara Eugenia; the Duke of
Mayenne ; the young Duke Charles of Guise; and the Mar-
uis Pont-3-Mousson, who, if the pretensions of the House of
rraine were to be admitted, had undoubtedly a better claim
than any of the family, both as belonging to the elder branch,
and as the son of the second daughter of Henry II. and
Catharine de’ Medici. Other claimants were the Duke of
Savoy, the Duke of Nemours, and the Catholic Bourbons.
Philip determined to bring the question to an issue in the
States-General, which Mayenne summoned to meet at
Paris in January, 1598, whither Philip sent the Duke of
Feria as his ambassador. After an interview with Feria,
Mayenne, finding that he could not obtain the French throne
for himself at the price of ceding Provence and Picardy to
Spain, promised to sapport the claim of the Infanta, on con-
dition of being maintained in the Licutenant-generalship, and
of obtaining Burgundy as an hereditary government, besides
that of Picardy for life, and enormous pecuniary advantages.
Meanwhile Henry IV. had resolved to frustrate the plots of
his adversaries b{ an abjuration. He refused to acknowledge
the Btates assembled by Mayenne, declared all their acts null,
and the members guilty of high treason; but anmounced at
. r
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the same time that he was ready to receive *instruction;”
while the Catholic princes, prelates, and lords of his party,
though they rejected the summons of Guise to attend the
assembly, pro a conference at some neutral place in the
neighbourhood of Paris. Such a proceeding was, of course,
warmly opposed by the Spa.msh party. and by Sega, the Papal
te, who was in the pa; ; but, in spite of their
oppomt.lon, the Ste.tee-Genera.l of & Leagne delegated twelve
commissioners to treat with those of Henry IV. at Sureene,
a village not far from Paris. The debates were conducted
by Renaud de Beaune, Archbishop of Bourges, on the part of
the King, and Pierre d’Espinac, bishop of Lyons, a man
of bad character but great talent, on that of the League. On
the 15th of May, Henry, who was at Mantes with his council,
made a communication to this meeting, requiring that a cer-
tain number of bishops and theologians should be sent to him
within two months, for his instruction, and announcing his
intention to assemble at Mantes the notables of the Kingdom
and the deputies of sovereign courts to take counsel as well
for the interests of religion as of the state. As the prelates
and doctors invited to instruct him were Roman Catholics,
without the admixture of a single Huguenot, it was evident
that he had resolved to embrace the Romish faith, and that
his “ instruction’’ was a mere matter of form. Gabrielle
d’Estrées, who was enthusiastic for “the Mass,” is said to
have contributed not a little to bring Henry to this decision.
To frustrate these negotiations, the Duke of Feria offered
to the e the services of 14,000 Spanish troops fora yea.r,

and 1,200, crowns for the pay of French troops, and half

these succours for the following year, provided the Infanta
were declared Queen of France ; and he afterwards increased
this offer to 20,000 men for two years. Mayenne laid these
ropositions before the States; and Inigo Mendoza,a Spanish
sootor whom Feria had bronght with him, addressed them in
& long Latin oration, in which he endeavoured to prove that
females were not excluded from succession to the French
throne. The deputies listened to his harangue with frigid
silence; and, to the offers of the ambassador, they replied
only by & question: “Did his Catholic Majesty intend to
marry the Infanta to & French Prince ?” glnhp IL at
once determined in favour of the young Duke of Guise, he

would in all probability have carned the States with him ;
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the League would per have proved victorious, and at all
events the struggle would have goen much prolonged. But
Philip had been misinformed respecting the state of public
opinion in France. He thought that ie could marry his
daughter to whomsoever he pleased, and he named as her con-
sort the Archduke Ernest of Austria, her cousin. This proposi-
tion was fatal to the Spanish interests. The States would
not listen to it; the majority voted for a truce with the
royalists ; but they confided to Mayenne the preparation of
an answer to the Spanish proposals. The policy of Mayenne
was of the most selfish description. He saw with regret the
reactionary movement against the League, with whose down-
fall his own power would end ; at the same time he did not
desire its complete triumph by means of Spain, which, even
though it might establish his own nephew on the throne of
France, would be equally fatal to his personal claims. He
therefore contrived an answer, which, while it was unaccept-
able to Philip, should also tend to prolong the war, by in.
volving & gross breach of the rights of Henry IV. His reply,
approved by the States, was: That the election of a foreign
Prince was contrary to the laws and usages of France; but
that if his Catholic Majesty would consent to the election of
a French Prince, to whom his daughter should afterwards be
married, an end might be put to the troubles of France.
Feria, waiving the nomination of the Archduke Ernest, met
this nnfalata.ble proposal with the following ultimatum
(June 21st) : That the Infanta, and a French Prince, to be
named within two months by Philip II. as her husband,
should be declared propriefors of the h Crown. Even to
this proposition the States would probably have agreed, if
the Spaniards would have consented that the King and Queen
should be named at the instant of their marriage; but Feria
insisted on the immediate appointment of the Infanta, and
that the name of her hus should be left in blank. Spain
could scarcely have exacted harder conditions from a con-
quered country. They caused universal dissatisfaction. Feria
was hissed in the streets; the States-General withdrew their
former oconcessions; the Parliament of Paris declared all
treaties for the establishment of a foreign Prince or Princess
upon the throne null and contrary to Salic law; nor did the
States impugn their decision. e general discontent was
increased by Henry IV. having laid siege to Dreux, the
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principal entrepdt of provisions coming to Paris from the

south. Feria at length consented that the Infanta should

the Duke of Guise; but Mayenne, though compelled

to profess a high sense of "the honour done his house, used
every endeavour to avoid its acceptance.

On the 12th July the King appeared at St. Denis to be in-
structed. Lincestre, who had one of the most fanatical
preachers of the League in Paris, appeared among the clergy:
a decisive symptom of the alteration in public opinion.
the Legate, was furious, and Mayenne and other chiefs of the
League, who did not wish to break with Spain, swore an oath
between his hands that they would make no peace with “the
King of Navarre,” whatever Catholic acts he might do.
Henry went through the ceremony of his conversion with
levity and indifference, sometimes posing the bishope with
texts from Scripture, sometimes rallying them on points
which would not bear a very strict scrutiny.' He was wont
to remark that, perbaps, the difference between the two re-
ligions was 8o great only through the animosity of those who
preached them, and that he would ene day emdeavour to
accommodate everything." He had already been twice a
Catholic and twice a Protestant, and he can, therefore, hardly
be said to have made any sacrifice of conscience or principle
on this occasion ; but he felt the separation from the lf

y and his ancient comrades, who had rted hnn vnth
their blood and substance, and, woording to their own expres-
sion, “ had carried him on their shoulders from the of
the Loire.” James II has been ridiculed as a bigot in baving
lost three Kingdoms for a Mass, and Henry IV. has been
reviled a8 an apostate for having gained one by the same
means." The blgotry of James, however, led him to assert
his creed by 1 ng war against the majority of his subjects,
while those of Henry derived from his apostasy the
of peace and union. On the 25th of July, 1598, he made a
solemn abjuration of Protestantism, in the Abbey of St. Denis,

! Thus, on the article of purgatory he remarked: “ J'y croirai,

pueeg:.l’Eglmeycmt (] qne e suis fils de I'Eglise, et anssi pour

pl.u:ll;.; car c'est le um‘!hw de vos revenss.”—See Michelet,

’ Vie de ornay, written by his wife, prefixed to his Mémosres, t. i.

P'HenrywouldhsvebonghtPamsttheme riee. ¢ Paris,” he
said, « bien une messe ! ’—Martin, t. x. p.
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before the Archbishop of Bourges, who absolved him, and
gave him the bemediction; and Henry afterwards attended
High Mass in the presence of his Court.

Philip and the League endeavoured to prevent the accept-
ance of Henry’s abjuration by the Pope. The Legate had
previously demounced Henry as a relapsed heretic, declared
null and void all that the French prelates might do, and
stigmatized Henry’s conversion as a pretence to gain the
Crown. The King sent to Bome a solemn embassy, at the
head of which was the Duke of Nevers, in order to procure
the Pontiff’s confirmation of the absolution granted by the
Archbishop of Bourges; but Clement, who was afraid of the
King of Spain, and who was also desirous to have the com-
plete control not only of the King's absolution but also if
possible of the establishment of his temporal power, refused
at first to receive Henry’s ambassador, except as Louis Gon-
zaga, Duke of Nevers, and in January the Duke quitted Rome
in disgust. A truce of three months had been agreed upon,
during which many nobles and several important towns made
their sabmission to the King. Many towns, however, still
held out for the League, and among them Paris as well
as Rheims, by ancient usage the metropolitan cﬁy appro-

i to the coronation of the Kings of France. Henry IV.
deemed that ceremony indi ble to sanctify his cause in
the eyes of the people, and he therefore it to be per-
formed at Chartres by the bishop of that place, Nicolas de
Thou, February 27th, 15694 But bhe could ly look upon
himself as King of France so long as Paris remained in the
hands of a faction which disputed his right, and he therefore
strained every nerve to get possession of that capital. The
Spanish garmison in it had been reinforced ; Mayeunne had re-
vived the Sixteen, and by means of Spanish gold, a measure
of corn and a small weekly payment were given to some 4,000
of the lowest populace.

Henry knew that the more respectable citizens hated the

Spaniards, and would be glad to see them driven out; but, as 2

he wished to get possession of the city without bloodshed, he
determined to attempt it by eorrupting the commandant.
This was Charles de Count of Brissac, 8 man who had
imbibed republican ideas from the study of the ancient writers,
and who had formed the chimerical project of establishing in
Paris a sort of Roman Republic; but being soon convinced
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of its impossibility, had rushed to the contrary extreme, and
exchanged his high-flown notions for views of self-interest.
Henry promised Brissac, as the price of his admission into
Paris, the sum of 200,000 crowns and an annual pension of
20,000, together with the governments of Corbeil and Mantes,
and & marshal’s baton. To the Parisians was offered an
amnesty from which only criminals were to be excepted; the
confirmation of all their privileges; and the prohibition of the
Protestant worship within a radius of ten leagues. L’Huillier,
the Prévit des Marchands, who had met Brissac’s first pro-
posal of surrender with & biting sarcasm,' was gained with
the office of President of the Chambre des Compies, and other
civic officials with other bribes. The Parisians stipulated for
the safe retreat of the Papal Legate, and the Spanish am-
bassador and garrison. When these arrangements were com-
Ppleted, the colonels and officers of the city bands were assembled
at L'Huillier’s house and instructed what they were to do.
Before daybreak on the morning of the 22nd March, 1594,
Brissac opened the gates of Paris to Henry’s troops, who took
]S)osaeuion of the city without resistance, except at one of the
ish guard-houses, where a few soldiers were killed.
en all appeared quiet, Henry himself entered, and was
astonished at being greeted with joyous cheers by the people
from whom he had experienced so stubborn a remstance. He
gave manifold proofs of forbearance and good temper, ful-
filled all the conditions of his agreement, and allowed the
Spaniards to withdraw unmolested ; who, 400 strong, quitted
Paris on the same day that he entered it, followed by the
Duke of Feria and the other accredited Spanish ministers.
Even the Sorbonne and the more moderate clergy at
made a tardy submission (April 22nd) ; though the Jesuits
and fanatical monks continued to thunder against the King,
because he was not yet reconciled with the Pope. The sub-
mission of the Sorbonne may be regarded as the coup de grdce
of the League.

Mayenne quitted Paris for Soissons March 6th, whence he
proceeded to Laon. Towards the end of May the King in
})erlon laid siege to Laon, at whose approach Mayenne set off

or Brussels to hasten the succours promised to him by the

1 On Brissac’s observing : ‘Il faut rendre & César ce qui appartient

A César,” L’Huillier replied :  Oui, il faut le lui rendre, mais non pas
le lui vendre.”— La Ligue, p. 424.
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Archduke Ernest, Governor of the Netherlands. The Spanish
ambassador tried to persuade the Archduke to arrest
Mayenne, whom he distrusted; but Tassis advised Ernest
against a step which would at once have flung the remnant of
the League into the arms of the King of France. Mayenne
learnt the designs of the Spaniards from an intercepted letter
which Henry forwarded to him, and he never forgave them.
Nevertheless, being assisted by some troops under Count
Mansfeld, he attempted, but without success, to raise the
siege of Laon. That town surrendered to the royalists,
August 22nd, and its example was soon followed by Chitean-
Thierry, Amiens, and Noyon. The suocess of the King in-
duced the Duke of Lorraine and the Duke of Guise to make
their peace with him. The submission of Guise placed
Champagne at the King’s disposal, of which province the
Duke was governor. In lien of it Henry invested him with
the government of Provence, an appointment which conferred
almost sovereign rights; and bestowed other marks of favour
both on him and his brothers.

Notwithstanding his humanity and good temper, the King
neglected not a wholesome severity, and banished from Paris
upwards of a hundred of the more fanatical democrats. - The
Satyre Ménippée, a political squib, in which the League and
its chiefs were ridiculed with a humour approaching that of
Rabelais, had not a little contributed to turn the tide of public
opinion in his favour. Henry regarded the Jesuits as his
most us enemies ; and after he had established him-
self at Paris, Jaoques d’Amboise, whom he had newly
appointed rector of the University, prosecuted them before
the Parliament as abettors of treason. Afraid, however, of
offending the Pope, with whom he was not yet reconciled, the
King would probably have abstained from pushing matters
to the last extremity against 'them, but for the fanatical act
of one of their pupils. On the 27th of November, 1594, while
Henry was in tﬁo hotel of his mistress Gabrielle d'Estrées, a

oung man named Jean Chitel attempted to stab him in the
{mut.. but the King, fortunately stooping at the time, re-
ceived the blow on his mouth. The assassin, who confessed
that he had attended the college of the Jesuits, was put to
death with the most dreadful tortures. So great was the

ublic indignnﬁon at this a.tfemgt that the people could hardly
ge withheld from storming the Jesuit College. All the mem-
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bers of that Society were arrested, and their papers examined.
One of them, named Jean Guignard, with whom was found a
treatise approving the murder of Henry I11., and maintain-
ing that his successor might deserve a like fate, was con-
demned to the gallows; and the remainder of the Society
were banished the realm, January 8th, 1595 as corruptors of
youth and disturbers of the public peace.! In a few years,
however, they were recalled; nor, in fact, was the edict of
banishment anything more than a dead letter in the greater
part of the French Kingdom. The irritation caused by this
event seems to have precipitated Henry IV. into a step which
he bhad been some time meditating: & declaration of war
against his old and most bitter enem Plnhp IL, in which,
among other things, he charged that Sovereign with suborn.
ing assassins to take his life. The King of Spain, whom the
want of money had prevented from giving the League much
help during the two preceding years, was stung into fury by
this challenge; and he lmmedmtaly ordered Don Fernando de
Velasco, Constable of Castile, to join Mayenne in Franche-
Comté with 10,000 men. Velasco, however, was no great
captain, and little of importance was done. The only action
worth mentioning is an affair of cavalry at Fontaine-

(June 6th, 1595), in which Henry displayed his wusual
bravery, or rather rashness, but came off victorious. He then
overran nearly all Franche-Comté without meeting with any
impediment from Velasco, but retired at the instance of the
Swiss, who entreated him to respect the noutznliti{of that
province. Meanwhile Henry had made advances to Mayenne,
who was disguated with Velasco and the Spaniards, and on
the 25th September Mayenne, in the name of the League,
signed with the King a truce of three months, with a view to
regulate the conditions of future submission.

An event had already oocarred which placed H: ina
much more favourable with his Bomm Catholic sub-
jects: he had suceeeded in effecting his reconciliation with the
Pope. Not only had Henry beoome much more humble and
submissive in his supplications,’ but Clement VIII. also, on

'SeetheAmLmSoc.Jau,Mm,sp.Rmka,qu,voLn.
p. D’Ossat’s letters and the Ambassades du Cardinal Pa-rondescr!be
Henry’s negotiations at Rome. M. Michelet charaeterizes H
letters to the Pope as ‘ uniques en bassesse.” Brave as he was in
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his side, had beem convinced by his counsellors that it was
necessary to his interests as an Italian Prince to restore the
equilibrium between France and Spain. He dreaded also the
separation of the Gallican Church from Rome; and some one
admonished him to beware lest Clement VIIL. should lose
France as Olement VII. had lost land. Du Perron and
D’Ossat, both of whom were afte made Cardinals, were
admitted by the Pope as the King’s ambassadors, and after
some negotiation a reconciliation was effected. Henry agreed
to restore the Boman Catholic religion in Béarn ; to accept
the decrees of Trent so far as compatible with the laws of
France; strictly to observe the Concordat, and to educate the
heir presumptive (the young Prince of Cond¢) in the Romish
faith. Clement spoke with the Cardinals separately, and de-
clared that two-thirds of them were in favour of the French

King’s absolution. On the 17th of September, 1595, Du
Perron and D’Ossat ap before the Pope, who, sur-
rounded by his i and Court, sat on a high throne

erected under the portico of 8t. Peter's. The petition of the
King was then read: his ambassadors promised that he
should do all that was required of him, and renounce every-
thing contrary to the holy Catholic religion; then, kmeeling
down before the Pope, they received some light strokes of the
rod, whilst the choir sang the Miserere. This scene concluded,
the Pontiff read some , and putting on the triple
crown, pronounced the s absolution, having first revoked
that granted by the Archbishop of Bourges. The ceremony
was concluded by the singing of the Te¢ Deum in the basilica.
In January, 15696, Henry signed with Mayenne, at the
Castle of uF.(l)Lmbrsy. the treaty which put an end to the
League. The reverses which the arms of Henry had sus-
tained in the north, and more especially the influence of the
fair Gabrielle, whom Mayenne had gained by promising to
forward the interests of her children, procured for the chief
of the League more favourable terms he was entitled to
expect. Soissons, Chilons, and Seurre were asgigned to him
for six years as places of security ; an amnesty was granted
to all other partisans of the League who should within six
weeks take advantage of the present edict; the adherents of

field, he avowed to Sully, ““qu’il était peureux devant le couteaun.”—
La Ligue, p. 434. e

g
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Mayenne were to retain their officee and honours, the King
took upon himself that Prince’s debts, and recognized as
valid nﬁo his public acts and financial accounts. The mur-
derers of Henry IIIL. were alone excepted from the general
amnesty, but the King acknowledged that on that head no

rested upon the princes and princesses of the League.!

The chief nobles who still held out against Henry IV. were
the Duke of Epernon in Provence and the Duke of Merceeur
in Brittany. Epernon concluded a treaty with Philip IT., who
lent him some assistance; but the tyranny of that noble had
rendered him highly unpopular in Provence. On the entrance
of the Duke of Guise, Henry’s Governor, the people crowded
to his standard ; as he approached Marseilles the inhabitants
rose, drove out the Spanish garrison, and opened their gates
to Guise and his troops. This was the most important victory
gained by the King since the reduction of Paris, and he owed
it to a former enemy. Epernon made his peace with Henry,
and received Périgord and the Limousin in addition to his
former governments of Angouléme and Saintonge. The Duke
of Mercceur rose in Brittany in 1597, after the taking of
Amiens by the Spaniards, and Charles Emmanuel of Savoy

rojected an invasion of Dauphiné. Both were supported by
g’bﬂip IL, in order to distract the forcee of Henry IV. and
prevent him from retaking Amiens; but Lesdiguitres antici-
pated Charles Emmanuel by carrying the war into S8avoy and
taking Maurienne ; whilst Mercceur, who had been deprived
by storms of the suocour expected from a Spanish fleet, saw
his troops beaten at Dinan by those of the King. The
frontier towns of Brittany submitted on H s approach,
and Mercceur, finding resistance hopeless, recourse to
Gabrielle. Enticed by the proposal of a marriage between
the only daughter of Mercour, the heiress of his vast posses-
sions, and her little son Cemear, her offspring by the King,
Gabrielle procured favourable terms for the Duke, which were
ratified in a treaty signed by Henry and the Duchess of
Mercour at Angers, March 20th, 1598.

It was after the reduction of Brittany that Henry signed
at Nantes the celebrated edict which closed the religious
struggle in France. The treaties which the King had been
obliged to make with the various chiefs of the League had

! The treaty is in Palma Cayet, t. vi. p. 283 (Petitos, t. xliii.).
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been very adverse to the Huguenots. The reformed worship
had been prohibited in many towns, nay, in whole districts,
and especially in Provence, where its celebration had been
forbidden on pain of death by the Parliament of Aix in all
placee within its jurisdiction. At the same time the Huguenots
were excluded from all offices of trust and power, and the
chambres mi-parties, or courts composed of Catholics and
Protestants, were everywhere suppressed, except at Paris and
in Languedoc. These oppressions had led the Huguenots to
restore their ancient federated organization ; they complained
loudly of the King’s ingratitude, making no allowance for
the difficulties of his position ; and they held frequent general
assemblies, in which the more ardent of them co ed re-
sorting to violent measures in order to obtain their rights.
In the course of 1597 Henry deputed four commissioners,
among whom was De Thou, the celebrated historian, then
President of the Parliament of Paris, to treat with them;
but it was perhaps the succees of the King’s arms against the
Spaniards which principally induced the Huguenots to listen
to terms. In December, 1597, Henry gave a written promise
to leave them, for a term of eight years, in ion of all
the places which they occupied; to pay the Protestant garri-
sons maintained in them; and to bestow employment in-
differently on all his subjects without regard to &etr religious
tenets. April, 1598, {m published the Epior or NAxTEs,
which secured to the Huguenots liberty of conscience and the
free exercise of their religion in all places where it had been
established during the two preceding years, as well as those
named in the edict of 1577 ; also in one city or town in every
bailiwick or district of a seneschal, without infringing the
treaties made with the Catholics. On the other hand,
Catholic worship was to be restored in all places where it had
been interrupted. Protestants were to be admitted to all
colleges, schools, and hospitals; were to be at liberty to found
schools and colleges of their own, as well as to pu{lish their
religious books in all places where their worship was allowed ;
and they were to be isaible to all offices and employments
without mbmli);ﬁ.i:ito any oath or ceremony contrary to their
conscience. Disinheritance on the score of religion was not
to be valid, and ts might by will provide for the educa-
tion of their children. Many regulations were made respect-
ing legal suits in which Protestants were parties. On the
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other hand they were required to pay tithes, to res; the
bolidays of the Church and the prohibited degrees of affinity
in marriage; to remounce all negotiations and alliances with
foreigners ; to dissolve their provineial councils; and to raise
no subsidies except for the maintenance of their ministers and
worship and with the consent of the King.

Such were the chief provisions of this celebrated edict,
which modified the exclnsive power of the Roman Catholic
Church, and apparently founded a new era in France—that
of toleration.

! The edict is in Dumont, t. v. pt. i. p. 545 sqq.



CHAPTER XXVII

ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE IN THE EAST AND WERST

IThubeenseenmthe preceding chapter that the King of Operations

Spain was at this period his whole attention to Sear.

the affairs of France; a mistaken policy which, by diverting lsads.
his money and resources from the Netherlands, forhmstely
enabled the Seven United Provinces to become an inde-
dent Power The Austrian Archduke Ernest, who had
mn appointed Governor of the Netherlands after the death
of the eofPsms.dxdnottukeponenmofhnoﬁee
till the beginning of 1594; and in the interval the govern-
ment was conducted by Count Peter Ernest of Mansfeld.
Philip, however, allowed the Count but little real power. He
sent some Spaniards to watch over him; and appointed a
council of war, in which were several of that nation, having
for its president Pedro Henrigues, Count of Fuentes, who
published some cruel decrees. 1593 Count Mansfeld sent
mto France a small army under the command of his son
Charles, which helped the Duke of Mayenne to take Noyon
and a few other places in Picardy, and then returned into the
Netherlands. During this period Prince Maurice succeeded
in taking the unporta.nt town of Gertruidenberg. In the
following year (1594) Philip ordered the Archduke Ernest to
i{mnfold with a oonndenble body of troops to
uuutmyennemrehevmglnon the ill success of which
attempt has been already related. Maurice availed himself
of Hamfeld'l absence to reduce Groningen, a place not only
important as a fortrees, but also as an in ble member
of the Dutch Republic. Groningen now o its place
among the Seven United Provinoces, of which Maurice was
elooted Stadholder. Maaurice also crippled the power of Spain
by supporting the Spanish mutineers in Brabant, whose pay
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was in arrear. The Archduke Ernest, having died in Feb-
ruary, 1595, at the age of forty-two, Philip appointed in his
place Ernest’s brother, the Archduke Albert, formerly Viceroy
of Portugal, and also substituted him for Ernest as the future
husband of the Infanta Isabella Clara Eugenia. Although
Albert had been made A.rchbmhop of Toledo and a Cardinal,
he had not taken priest’s orders, and a dispensation for his
might easily be procured. With Albert returned
Philip William, the eldest son of William the Silent, after a
captivity of twenty-eight years in Spain. By so long an exile
his spirit had been completely broken; by the arts of the
Jesuits he had been converted into a bigoted papist; and
Philip now thought that he might be made an instrument
for the recovery of the Netherlands.
Itwum January of this year that Henry IV. declared war
King of 8; %ealdes the expedition of Velasco
in the sonth Phili ordered the Spaniard Fuentes, who,
till the arrival of X.lbert, conducted the government of the
Netherlands, to invade the north of France; and Fuentes, .
having quelled the mutiny of the Spanish troo 8, and having
left Modmgon with sufficient forces to kee ce Maurice
m check, set off with 15,000 men, with the design of recover-
ing Cambray. Le Catelet and Dourlens ylelded to his arms;
Hun was betra; Ei to him by the treachery of the governor,
and in August Fuentes sat down before Cambray. It will be
recollected that the Duke of Anjou had made over that place
to his mother, Catharine de’ Medici, who had appointed
Balagny to be governor of it. During the civil wars of ce,
Balagny had established himself there as a little independent
sovereign, and called himself Prince of Cambray; but after
the discomfiture of the Leagué he had been eompelled to
declare himeelf, and had acknowledged his allegiance to the
King of France. His extortion and tyranny having rendered
him detested by the inhabitants, they sent a message to
Henry IV. requesting him to dismiss y,andrecelve
them under his immediate authority. Unfortunatel bow.
ever, Balagny and his wife had gained over Gabrielle d’EY
at her instance Henry declined the request of the citizens, who,
to avenge themselves, delivered Cn.mbny to the Spaniards,
October 2nd. Fuentes now returned into the Netherlands,
where the campaign had not been marked by any memorable
event.
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The Cardinal Archduke Albert arrived at Bruseels in Feb-
ruary, 1596, when Fuentes resigned his command, and re-
turned to Spain. Albert also directed his principal attention
to the war against France, and sent a peaceful message to
Prince Maurice and the United Provinceg, which, however, met
with no attention. Henry IV. had been engaged since the
winter in the siege of La Fére, a little town at the junction
of the Serre and Oise. He had received reinforcements from
England as well as from Germany and Holland. He had
endeavoured to excuse his apostasy to Queen Elizabeth as
an act of political neceseity ; and although she viewed it
with indignation, her hatred of Spain induced her still to
assist the French King, though her succours were no longer
bestowed so liberally and so cordially as before. Albert
marched to Valenciennes with 20,000 men, with the avowed
intention of relieving La Fére; but instead of attempt-
ing that enterprise, he despatched De Rosne, a French
renegade who entered the service of Spain, with the
greater part of the forces, to surprise Calais; and that im-

rtant place was taken by assault, April 17th, before
ﬁ’en.ry could arrive for its defence. La Fére surrendered
May 32nd; and Henry then marched with his army towards
the coast of Picardy, where he endeavoured, but in vain, to
provoke the Spaniards to give him battle. After fortifying
Calais and Ardres, Albert withdrew again into the Netherlands.

In the negotiations between Elizabeth and Henry in the

ing year, the English Queen had demanded to be put

n possession of Calais or Boulogne, as a security for the
charges of the war; a demand which Henry had rejected.
During the investment of Calais by the Spamards, Elizabeth
had renewed her proposal, in case she should be the means
of saving it, when Henry again refused. Nevertheless,
Elizabeth, alarmed at the occupation by the Spaniards of a
rt which afforded such facilities for the invasion of Eng-

d, soon afterwards concluded another offensive and de-
fensive alliance wii:hl HenrythIV. (:hy mnl:l’kin which the
contracting parties pledged themselves to © no separate

or truce with Philip IL.; and they invited all those
States and Princes, who had reason to dread that ambitious
monarch, to join the alliance.' The treaty was acceded to

! The treaty is in Dumont, t. v. pt. i. p. 535,

Calais
taken.
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by the Dutch ; but the germ&n f&'o?shhn: Pnnotel:, offended
by Henry’s apostasy, and alarm y the war then raging
btheenr{ho Austrians and the Turks, refused to enter into
it. The treaty, however, had little effect. Elizabeth could
not be induced to lend the French King more than 2,000
men, and that on condition of his maintaining them; nor
would she allow the armament under Essex, which Henry had
in vain solicited for the relief of Calais, to co-operate with
him in the Netherlands, but despatched it to the coasts of
Spai
The hostile preparations in the Spanish ports had for some
time back excited great alarm in England. Another attempt
at invasion was apprehended, and a large armament was
fitted out under Lord Howard of Effingham as admiral, and
the Earl of Essex as commander of the land forces. The
expedition was also accompanied by Sir Walter Raleigh. The
fleet, which after the junction of twenty-two Dutch ships,
consisted of 150 sail, with about 14,000 men on board,’ cast
anchor in the Bay of Cadiz, June 20th. On the following
day, after an obstinate contest of some hours’ duration, two
of the four great Spanish galleons were captured, and two
burnt. The reet of the Spanish fleet were driven into the
barbour, and rather than pay the ransom demanded the Duke
of Medina Sidonia caused t{em to be burnt—a third of the
Spanish navy. Essex, then landing with 3,000 soldiers, suc-
ceeded in penetrating into the town ; and in the market-place
he was joined by the admiral and another party, who had
entered at a different quarter. The inhabitants now sur-
rendered, purchasing their lives with 120,000 crowns, and
abandoning the city with its goods and merchandise to the
conquerors. The bold, but &o:hapo not immcﬁeab]o, plans
of x, to penetrate into heart of Andalusia, or, at all
events, to hold poasession of the Isle of Cadiz with 8,000 or
4,000 men, having been rejected by a majority of the com-
manders, the fleet set sail for England; and after making
two descents of no great importance on the Spanish coast,
arrived at Plymouth after an absence of about ten weeks.
The loss suffered by the Spaniards was estimated at 20,000,000
ducats.

Thus, while Philip IT. was affecting the conqueror, a severe

! 6,360 soldiers, about 1,000 gentlemen volunteers, and 6,672 sailors.
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blow was struck in his own dominions. The secret of his
weakness was revealed; and if the head of the Colossus was
of gold, its feet were shown to be of clay. The English, on
the other hand, acquired, even from the Spaniards themselves,
the praise not only of bravery, but also of humanity and
moderation, for the manner in which they bad used their
victory. The coolness of Essex’s ion by the Queen and
the intrigues which followed are well known. Infuriated by
the insults received at Cadiz, Philip IL prepared at Lisbon
a new armada for the invagion of England, or rather Ireland.
Essex, with Lord Thomas Howard and Raleigh, had been
intrusted with a counter-expedition against in ; but the
fleets of both nations were defeated by the elements. The
Adelantado of Castile, on sailing from Ferrol, was caught in
a terrible storm, which dispersed and damaged his fleet. On
again collecting his ships, instead of attempting to land in
England, he made the iest of his way back to the Spanish
coast, but lost by another storm sixteen sail in the Bay
of Biscay.! The enterprise was then abandoned. Onm the
other hand, Essex had also been driven back to the port
by stress of weather, and his ships were so much damaged
that most of the gentlemen volunteers refused again to put
to sea. Essex himself, however, with a small squadron, sailed
to the Azores, and captured Fayal, Graciosa, and Flores, but
missed falling in with the Spanish fleet from the Indies,
which was the chief object of the expedition. On their re-
tarn with a few prizes, the English were enveloped, near the
Scilly Isles, in the same storm which dispersed the Spanish
fleet, but contrived to get safely into their own harbours.
During Albert’s absence in France in 1596 nothing of im-
portance was undertaken by Prince Maurice, who had no
great foroe at his disposal ; and the Archduke on his return
laid siege to Hulst, which at last surrendered to the Spaniards
(August 18th). This disaster, however, was compensated
mmsw a silendid victory gained by Prince Maurice
at out, wi e defeated and deetroyed a large body
of Spanish troops. His success on this occasion is ascribed
to his having furnished his cavalry with carabines ; an inven-
tion which afterwards came into general use, and gave rise
! According to Philip himself, 40 ships with 5,000 men. Letter of
’P;hbﬂi to Albert, ap. Motley, Unsted Faﬂwrlandt, vol. iii. eh. xxii.
n.
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to that description of troops called “ dragoons.” Archduke
Albert, however, soon afterwards consoled himself for this
blow by taking Amiens. Its capture was effected by an in-
genious stratagem of the Spanish general Puertocarrero.
Henry IV., after holding an Assembly of Notables at
Rouen, was amusing himself at Paris when he received the
news of this terrible blow. The loss of Amiens, following so
rapidly on that of Dourlens, Cambray, and Calais, had begun
to shake all confidence in Henry’s good fortume. A great
deal of dinoontemnntedf' 1 in France, occasioned btyh th:& taxes
which the King ound it necessary to im ; the Hugue-
nots also were in motion; whilst the Duke g:.e&voy and the
Duke of Meroceur allied themselves with Spain, as we have
mentioned in the preceding chapter. In the extremity of his
distress Henry applied to Elizabeth to make a diversion by
laying siege to is, offering now to pl that town to
her if she took it;! but this time it was Elizabeth who re-
fused. Henry, however, met his difficulties with vigour and
resolution. o sent Biron with 4,500 or 5,000 men to block-
ade Amiens, and that body was soon converted into a regular
army by recruits from parts of the kingdom. After a
siege of several months Amiens submitted (September 19th,
1597). Albert made an ineffectual attempt to relieve it : he
was but ill supported by Philip IT., who towards the end of
1596 had made another bankruptcy, which had shaken credit
and commerce throughout Europe. 'During the siege Prince
E:::ieo had also gained sev advantages in the Nether-
The fall of Amiens and the ill succees of his attempts upon
France turned the thoughts of the Spanish King to peace.
Pope Clement VIII. bad long been desirous of putting an
end to the war between France and Spa.in, which, besides
preventing Philip from succouring Austria against the Turks,
promoted the cause of heresy in the Netherlands and else-
where. In 1596 Cardinal Alexander de’ Medici, the Papal
Legate in France, made advances to the French King which
Henry did not repulse; and Fra Buonaventura i
the General of the Franciscans, was hed to id to
try the ground. The negotiations were long protracted ; and
Philip made indirect offers of peace to England, and even to

! Matthieu, ap. Martin, t. x. p. 411.
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the United Provinces, but Henry IV. alone showed any in-
clination to treat. He sent an envoy extraordinary to London
to represent to Elizabeth the necessity of peace for France,
and he tried to persuade the Dutch to enter into the negotia-
tions ; while on the other hand, Cecil, the English ambassador,
and Justin of Nassau and Barneveldt, the Dutch envoys at
Paris, did all could to divert Henry from his design, but
without effect. In February, 1598, the French and ish
plenipotentiaries met at Vervins, and on the 2nd of y &
treaty was signed. By the PracE or VErvixs the i
restored to France Calais, Ardres, Dourlens, La Capelle, and
Le Citelet in Picardy, and Blavet (Port-Louis) in Brittany,
of all their conquests retaining ouly the citadel of Cambray.
The rest of the conditions were referred to the treaty of
Citeau-Cambrésis, which Henry had stipulated should form
the basgis of the negotiations." The Duke of Savoy was in-
cluded in the peace. Thus Philip at length acknowledged
the heretic Sovereign, against whom his arms had been so
long employed and such vast resources squandered. By the
treaty concluded with England and the Dutch in 1596
had bound himself to make no separate without the
consent of those Powers; but he seems to have availed him-
self of a technical flaw in that treaty, purposely contrived by
Du Vair, one of the negotiators on g:‘gnrt of France. One
of the articles stipulated that the ratifications should be ex-
changed within six months, and Henry had delayed his signa-
tare till December 81st, more than seven months. Such a
subterfuge could hardly have been allowed had the contract-
ing ies found it expedient to contest the treaty of Vervins ;
but Henry succeeded m convincing Elizabeth and the Dutch
that the peace was indispensable to him, and the good under-
standing with those Powers was not interrupted.®

The great political drama of which Philip II. had so long
been the protagonist was now drawing to a close. Philip,
who felt his end approaching, determined to abdicate, before
he died, the soverei of the Netherlands in favour of his
daughter, thus destroying with his own hands the unity of
those provinoes for which he had so long been contending.
On the 14th of August, 1598, the States-General of the

1 t. v. i p. 861.
* Life ofigar‘t’onl,,tp?&; Camden, Elisabeth, vol. ii. p. 169.
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southern or Catholic provinoces took the oath of allegiance to
the Infanta Isabells Clara Eugenia, and to her destined
husband, the Archduke Albert, who had now resigned the
cardinalate. The Infanta was also proclaimed in the County
of Burgundy (Franche-Comté). Isabella and her heirs were
to recognize the King of Spain as lord paramount ; any future
Prince of the Netherlands was forbidden to marry without
the consent of that monarch; and should he fall from the
orthodox faith he was, ipeo facto, to lose all his rights. The
Netherlands were to have the same friends and the same
enemies as Spain; to abstain from all commerce with the
East and West Indies; and to admit Spanish garrisons into
Antwerp, Ghent, and Cambray.! Albert wrote to the several
States of the United Provinces requiring them to acknow-
ledge their lawful Prince, and offering to guarantee them in
the maintenance of their religion, and the order of things
established among them. But to this communication the
States did not even vouchsafe an answer.

Philip did not live to see his daughter’s marriage. He ex-
pired at his palaee of the Escorial, September 18th, 1598,
aged seventy-one of which he had reigned forty-two.
Death was a tolnm After his return to Spain in 1559,
Philip had chiefly resided at Madrid ; making rare excursions
to Aranjuez or the wood of Begovia., and visiting more fre-
quently the gloomy pile of the Escorial in a dreary, stony
valley, thesbodeofy e monks of St. Jerome. Even here he
was mostly shut up in his apartments; and in these dismal
solitudes he contracted an air of imperturbable tranquilli
which froze all who approached him. None dared to T::{
to him before he was ordered. He very rarely showed
self to the people, or even to the grandees, except on fites
and holidays. His smile, however, is said to have been en-

gaging, perhaps from its rarity ; yet:tmsnymgat(!onrt
that there was no great distance between his smile and his
dagger. He could long dxfuemble his resentments till the
proper opportunity arrived for them.

'I‘:r ign of Philip IT. was Mmhfym'gm his subjects. The
lordofbothlndxesd:edsh t; Portugal was ruined
under his sway; a great part of o Netherlands was lost,
while the provinces retained were almost wholly deprived of

! Dumont, t. v. pt. i. p. 578.



Cmar. XXVIL] PEACE IN THE EAST AND WEST 85

their commerce and manufactures; Spain itself was im-
poverished and enslaved. Such were the results of near half
a century of busy and ambitious, but misdireeted policy.
Philip lett three children; namely, by his third wife, Eliza-
beth of France, two daughters, Isabella Clara Eugenia, now
sovereign of Flanders, and Catherine, married to the Duke
of Savoy; and by his fourth wife, Anne of Austria, & son,
who succeeded him with the title of Philip IIT. He had
also had by Anne two sons and a daughter, who died in

With these revolutions of Western Europe the affairs of its
eastern regions have afforded but few points of contact and
connection, nor do these eastern affairs offer in themselves

anything of v iking interest or importance.

e death Z?m IL in l576?oand the accession of Accessionof
his eldest son Rodolph II. to the Empire, have been already Igacr -
recorded. Born in 1553, Rodolph been educated by his
bigoted mother during the first twelve years of his life in that
mechanical devotion which passed for religion among the
Roman Catholics of those days. He was then sent to Spain,
and under the auspices of his kinsman Philip IT. received
during the six years that he remained in that country a
strictly Spanish education, superintended by the Jesuits.
After the death of Don Carlos, Philip had, indeed, for a
period designed to make Rodolph his suocessor on the Spanish
thrones, to give him the hand of his then only daughter
in marriage. But these plans came to nothing ; Rodm
turned into Germany, and was invested successively, as ﬁ
recorded, with the Crowns of Hungary and Bohemia, as we)
as elected King of the Romans. At his father’s death, besides
the Imperial Crown, he also succeeded to the sole possession
of the Austrian lands; for Maximilian established the right
of primogeniture in his hereditary dominions. Rodolph, how-
ever, intrusted the Austrian administration to his brother,
the Archduke Ernest, and took up his own residence for the
most part at Prague. His pursuits indisposed him to take
any active share in affairs of state. Although of an indolent
temperament, and of a feeble will, which rendered him often
the tool of others, Rodolph possessed considerable abilities,
which, however, were chiefly applied to the idle studies of
alchemy and astrology. The latter, which was dignified with
the name of astronomy, incidentally proved of some advantage,
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by leading him to patronise the eminent astronomers Kepler
and Tycho Brahe.

The bigotry of Rodolph II., and still more of his brother
Ernest, formed a striking oontrast to the tolerant spirit of
their father Maximilian, and may be said to have laid the
foundation of the war which in the next century desolated
Germany during thirty years. The effects of the new reign
were soon visible in Austria, then for the most part Lutheran.
In1578 Rodolph determined to celebrate Corpus Christi Day at
Vienna with more than usual solemnity. ?a the long-drawn

rocession was passing over the Peasants’ Market it was
zmnd necessary to remove & few stalls, when a tumult imme-
diately arose, with cries of “ To arms! we are betrayed!” At
these menacing symptoms, the clergy and choristers aban-
doned the Hoet and fled ; they were followed by the guards
and halberdiers, and Rodolph found himself in the midst of
an infuriated mob, from which he was protected only by the
ﬁrui:oel and nobles, who drew their swords and cl around

im. This incident made a deep impression on the Emperor,
whose education had imbued him with a Spanish dignity and
stateliness. The su; gion of Protestantism at Vienna was
immediatel molvgm Joshua Opitz, a Lutheran of the
Flaccian schism, the most popular preacher in that capital,
distinguished by his eloquent, but violent, sermons against the
Papists, was ordered, together with his assistants in church
and school, to leave Vienna that day, and the Austrian
dominions within a fortnight. This measure was followed u|
by restraints on Protestant worship thronghout Austria; an
in the following year (1579) it was ordained that none but
Roman Catholic teachers and books should be allowed in
Austrian schools.

A rapid reaction in favour of the Roman Church also took
place in Bavaria after the accession of Duke William II., who
succeeded his father Albert ITI. in 1579. William was a
warm supporter of the Jesuits, and erected for them at
Munich a college more splendid than his own . He
em l:z:d for the furtherance of the Roman faith all that pomp
an t love of art by which he was characterized ; and in
order to draw the public mind back to the ancient creed, those
religious and processions were instituted which still
subsist in Bavaria. At the dedication of the Jesuits’ College
a grand dramatic and musical entertainment was exhibited,



Crar. XXVIL] PEACE IN THE EAST AND WEST 87

m the oomhst of the Archangel Michael. Nothing
could ex magnificence of the scenery and costumes ;
a choir of 900 voices chauted the progrees of the action; and
the multitudes shuddered with n&ght when they beheld the
rebel angels hurled into the deep and undulating abyss of
hell.’ Duke William also imstituted thesprocession which
still takes place at Munich en Corpus Christi Day, but with
diminished splendour and less characteristic appliances.

On the other hand, an attempt to extend Protestantism in
Germany proved a failure; and its origin merited no better
fate. Gebhard Truchsess of Waldburg, who at the age of
tlm-ty hsd become Archbishop and Elector of Cologne, while

£omon during the eongrees in that city, be-

hold ata w the Countess Agnes of Mansfeld, a daughter
of that noble house at Eisleben which had befriended Luther.
Agnes was of extraordiuary beauty, but her family had fallen
into poverty : Tmch mgmvuled on her to live with him as
his mistress. ers of Agnes, having learnt their
sister’s shame, aoeompsmed by some armed followers, sur-
{nnodtheElectnr mhnpdmatBonn,md compelled him,
y threats of death if he refused, to promise that he would
marry Agnes. The first thought of Trncluem after this ocour-
rence was to resign his archbishopric; but from this he was
diverted by Counts Nuenar and Solms, and others of the
nobility, as well as by the exhortations of Agnes. In the

m@m

Elector
of Cologne.

autumn of 1582 he openly professed his adherence to the -

Confession of Augsburg, and in the following February, in
spite of an admonition from the Pope, he was married to Agnes
by a Protestant minister. Gregory XIII. now fulminated

him a bull of excommunication, depriving him of all
his offices and dignities ; and the Chapter of Cologne, who had
viewed with dupleunre the secession of their Archbishop
from the orthodox Church, although he had promised not to
interfere with the exercise of their religion or to restrict them
in the choice of his successor, proceeded to elect in place of
Truchsess Prince Ernest of Bavaria, Bishop of Freising, who
bad formerly competed with him for the see. The troops of
Ernest, assisted by some Spaniards lent to him by the Prince
of Parma after the conquest of Zutphen, drove Truchsess
from Cologne. Of the Protestant Princes of Germany whose

1 Zschokke, Baierische Gesch. B. iii. 8. 150 (ed. 18186).
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help he had sought, John Casimir of the Palatinate alove lent
him some feeble aid. The deposed Elector retired into West-

halia and sent his wife to England to implore the inter-
gennoe of Queen Elizabeth, Agnes, however, incurred the

jealousy and anger of the Queen b hermgguedfnmﬂiui
Lithl'zim.mdwudimiuegfwm urt. '.l‘rnchse:ya
them sought the protection of the Prince of Orange, and
ﬁnallyretiredtoﬂlt:nub , where he lived sixteen years as
dean, till his death in 1601, without remouncing his title of
Elector.! For nearly two centuries after this event, the

ter of Cologne continued to elect its Archbishops from
the Bavarian family.

Germany, almost isolated at this period from the reat of
Europe, was the scene of a few political events of any import-
ance. The Diets of the Empire were chiefly oocupied with
matters of internal poliee. t held at Frankfurt in 15677
published some regulations which exhibit in a curious light
the manners of the higher classes of the Germans. The oaths
and blasphemies of the nobles are denounced ; the Electors and
Princes of the Empire, ecclesiastical as well as secular, are
alone authorized to keep buffoons, and at the same time for-
bidden to get drunk themselves or to intoxicate others.
These regulations are accompanied with many more, respect-
ing dress, the table, the rate of interest, monopolies, &ec.
m%'ho death of Stephen Bathory in December, 1586, having
again rendered vacant the throne of Poland, Rodolph’s
brother, the Archduke Maximilian, proposed himself as a
candidate. But the choice of the majority of the Klectors fell
uronthownotJohn,KingofSwedm,bWe,asiM
of the last Jagellon; and that young Prince ascended the
throne with the title of Sigismund III. Maximilian, how-
ever, prepared to contest it with him, and entering Poland
with a small body of troope, penetrated to Cracow, at that
time the capital, to which he laid siege. But Zamoisky,
Grand Chancellor of the Crown, illustrious his i
and researches, as well as by his military exploits, who
embraced the party of Sigismund, compelled Maximilian to
raise the siege; and im the following year (January 24th,
1588) defeated him in a battle near Bitschin in Silesia.
Maximilian was soon afterwards captured in that town, and

! Mensel, B. iii. cap. il
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was detained more than a twelvemonth prisoner in a castle
near Lublin, till at length the Emperor Rodolph was obliged
to obtain his liberation by paying a large ransom, and eeding
to the Poles the Hungarian county of Zips, which had been
formerly pledged to them by the Emperor Sigismund.

The Hungarians were at this time almost independent,
though ostensibly Rodolph II. was represented in that country
by his brother the Archduke Ernest. When, in 1592, Ernest
was called by Philip II. to the government of the Netherlands,
and Rodolph could not prevail upon himself to quit his re-
tirement at Prague, the incompetent Matthias was sent into
m:n, of the other two brothers of the Emperor,

imilian was employed in administering Inner Austriaand
Tyrol, while Albert was in Spain. The proceedings of the
Jesuits and reactionary party, both in Hungary and Tran-
s!lvania., occasioned the greatest discontent. the elec-
tion of Stephen Bathory to the Polish Crown, the government
of Transylvania had been conducted by his brother Christ-
opher, who, on Stephen’s death was succeeded by his youthful
son Sigismund Bathory, a person of weak character, and the
mere tool of the Jesuits, by whom he had been educated. Soon
afterwards, however, the Protestant party gained the ascend-
ancy, and in 1588 the Jesuits were banished by the States
of lvania, much against the will of Sigismund. On
aoccount of the constant border warfare with the Turks, the
Em , the Pope, and the King of Spain naturally had
much influence with Sigismund, as the only allies to whom
he could look for assistance against the Osmanlis, whom he
regarded with aversion, though he owed to them his throne.
But theee circumstances had not much effect on the state of

ies in Transylvania till the breaking out of a regular war

een the Turks and Hungarians in 1598.

The affairs of Turkey have been brought down in a former
chapter to the death of Sultan Selim II. in 1574 The
Grand-Vizier, Mahomet Sokolli, concealed the death of the
Sultan, as he had previcusly done that of Solyman IL., till
Sehml’: ﬁu:)n and successor, Amurath ITL, arrived at Constan-
tin m his government of Magnesia, to take posseasion
of Ke throne (December 22nd, 1574). Amurath’s first act
was to cause five brothers, all mere children, to be strangled.
The Janisearies had then to be conciliated by an augmented
donative of fifty ducats a man, and oostly gifts were dis-

Aftairs of
Hungary.
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tributed among the great officers of state. Amurath ITL was
now about twenty-eight years of age. His person was small,
his features , his complexion pale and yellow from the
baneful effects of opium. In his youth a favourable estimate
was taken of his character; for though of a studious and
somewhat melancholy di?)oaition, he had not shown himself
averse from, or incapable of, military achievements. But
from these good qualities he rapidly degemerated after his
aocession, becoming avaricious, fickle, mistrustful, cowardly ;
and at length he wholly secluded himself in the seraglio.

The religious trou in France tended to diminish the
influence of that country with the Porte. The help of the
Tuarks against the House of Austria was no longer necessary
to France, while the Guises and the League were in close
alliance with Philip II. On the other hand the Huguenots
had secret dealings with the Porte, and Coligni ment several
nobles of his party to Constantinople ;' but it does not ap
that these negotiations had any result. It may be remarked,
however, that the Protestants were much more acoeptable to
the Turks than the Papists, as approaching more nearly to
their own faith, which rejected with abhorrence any sem-
blance of idolatry;* and it was, perhaps, partly from this
cause that English influence made at this period so surprising
an advance at Constantinople.

Towards the end of 15?8 ‘William Harebone, or Harburn,
an English merchant, presented himself before Sultan Amu-
rath li%l. with a letter from Queen Elizabeth, in which she
besought the friendship of the Porte, and requested permis-
sion for her subjects to trade under their own ; for
although the Engfnh had opened & commerce in the Levant
before the capture of Cyprus by Selim II., they had hitherto
been obliged to sail in those waters under French colours.
The Sultan did not vouchsafe an answer to this application ;
but Harburn, nothing daunted, opened private communica-
tions with the Grand Vizier, Mahomet Sokolli; and as the
merchandize of England, and especially its metals, was much

! BrantOme, t. ix. p. 218.

2 Thus the cadi of Chios remarked to James Paleeologus in 1578 :
¢ Nos Lutheranos defendere solemus, quoniam melius de Deo sentire
videntur et nobiscum dissentiunt; multum autem dissentiunt
Papiste, qui figuras etmes faciunt Deo et illas colunt.”—Reusner,
Epist. Twrc. t. iil. lib. xi. p. 143.
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prised in Turkey, Harburn soon made great progrees, in spite
of the eﬁorhk?f Germigny, the French anfbamdor to the
Porte, to counteract him. Germigny, indeed, succeeded at
first in getting a hut&ﬁomoelled which Harburn had effected
in 1580, and which allowed the English to trade under their
own flag;' but in May, 1583, Elizabeth’s indefatigable am-
bassador obtained a rescript from the Sultan, granting
English commerce in the Levant the same privileges as the
French. A Turkey company had already been incorporated
in London by royal charter in 1581. Sir William ﬁ:mon‘
assigns the following reasons for England having embarked
so late in the Levant trade: the want of ships, the danger
from the Moorish pirates on the coast of Barbary, and the
monopoly of the trade by the Venetians, whose argosies
brought the merchandize of the East to Southampton. The
last argosy which visited our shores was unfortunately
wrecked near the Wight in 1587, and her valuable cargo
lost

In her negotiations with the Porte Elisabeth used the plea
of religion, styling herself in her letter the protectrix of the
true faith agamst idolaters (vere fides contra idololatras falso
Christi nomen profitentes invicta et potentissima propugnairiz).
Indeed the English agents seem to have assumed an attitude
of slavish submission towards the Porte which somewhat
moved the contempt of the Turks; and the Grand Visier
Sinan Pasha derisively observed to the Emperor’s ambassa-
dor, “that the English wanted nothing of being true Moslems
except to raise the finger on high and cry Ksched” (the
formulary of faith).” This was contrary to the practice of
the Venetians, who in treating with the Porte had learned
from experience that it was necessary to assume an air of
dignity. Nevertheless, the advantages of trade, the interests
of policy, and above all a common hatred of the Pope and
the King of Spain, soon cemented the alliance between
England and the Turks; though Harburn in vain tried to
Reunadethemtoathcktheﬂpminhmhatthetimeofthe

Edward Burton was an able successor of Harburn as Eng-
lish ambassador to the Porte, and till his death, in 1598, very

» Hraoud Twacts, weition 1n 1685, L H. p. 169
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3 Hammer, Osman. Gesch. B. iv. 8. m P



i

92 MODERN EUROPE [Cmar. XXVIL

much increased the influence of England in Turkey. He
found a powerful friend in Seadeddin, the celebrated Turkish
historian, minister, and whom during the Hungarian
war he acoompanied on the expedition against Erlau in 1596.
The counsels of England now began to have weight even in
the Divan. After the accession of Henry IV. to the throne
of France, a rivalry had ensued between him and Elizabeth
for the precedence of their flags in the Levant, in which
Burton gradually prevailed ; and at length the English flag
instead of the French became the covering ensign of foreign
veesels in that quarter. Henry IV. resumed the traditional
policy:of France to break the power of Spain with the assist-
ance of the Osmanlis ; but he could never obtain from them
any effectual help. His abjuration of Protestantism filled
the Porte with suspicion; and after the peace of Vervins he
no longer wanted its aid. Henry, however, always main-
tained an honourable and digni attitude towards the
Sultan ; he became the speci mdimofthe ights and
liberties of the Christians in the as Francis L been
before him ; and he procured the restoration of the privileges
of the monks of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem.

Of the Turkish relations at this period, however, the most
important were those with Austria and Hungary. The truce

- concluded between Austria and Selim IT. had been frequently

renewed; yet the border warfare every year more
bloody, and the relations with the Porte daily more pre-
carious. In 1592 the Grand.Visier Sinan Pasha was highly
offended by an intercepted letter of Kreckwits, the Imperial
ambaassador, in which the Vigier was denounced as the cause
of the misunderstanding which had so long prevailed. While
he was in this temper an event occurred which afforded a pre-
tence to declare open war. Hassan, the Turkish Governor of
Bosnia, having, in June, 15698, crossed the Culpe with 80,000
men, was defeated near Sissek with great slaughter and the
loss of all his baggage and guns by only 5,000 Germans and
Hungarians. Amurath could now no longer resist the conn-
sels of his Vizier and the importunities of Hassan, and of
two Sultanas who had lost their sons at Sissek, to wipe out
this disgrace to his arms. War was declared against the
Emperor at Constantinople, and Kreckwitz and his suite
were thrown into prison. Sinan Pasha left Constantinople
with an army in August, 1598, amid the tricks and howlings
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of dervishes, carrying with him Kreckwitz in chains, who
died upon the march. Crossing the Drave at Essek and

ing Stuhlweissenburg, Sinan ap before V which
surrendered October 18th. the other hand, after the
Turkish army had retired into winter quarters, the Imperial-
ists gained a signal victory over the Pasha of Buda, Novem-
ber 28rd, which struck the Turks with consternation. During
the winter the Archduke Matthias, who commanded the
Imperial troops in the northern part of Hungary, received
considerable reinforoements, and laid siege in the spring of
1594 to Gran, which, however, he was obliged to aion on
The Archduke Maximilian was not more successful in the
south, while Sinan, after taking Tata and Raab, was repulsed
at Xomorn.

The ensuing campaign seemed to open under better auspices
for the Em: T. Diet, assembled at Ratisbon in 1594,
had voted olph large succours of men and money. His
hereditary dominions, as well as Bohemia and Hungary, came
forward with assistan oe;fromothglmmofl'}uro he re-
ceived promises which were not ed. But w in-
cipally alarmed the Sultan was the revolt from him o} the
three tributary provinces of Moldavia, Wallachia, and Tran-
sylvania, the Voyvodes of which, after either slaying or driving
out the Turks, entered into an alliance with the Emperor. In
Transylvania the young Prince Sigismund himself, influenced
by the Jesuits mﬁhe Catholic party, was for Austria, while
t{e greater part of the Protestants preferred the Turks for
their masters; and, as since the breaking out of open war it
beeame necessary that the province should declare for ome
gide or the other, a coup d'état was resolved on. At a Diet
held at Klausenburg, in August, 1594, some of the principal
leaders of the Protestant party were seized and put to death,
and a treaty was entered into with Rodolph, which was rati-
fied at Prague, January 28th, 1595, and confirmed by the
Hungarian Diet. The chief oconditions were, mu aid
against the Turks, and the reversion of Transylvania to
Austria in case Sigismund died withont male heirs. The
Jesuits now returned into the land, and ruled the weak-minded
Sigismund more absolutely than ever. He even thought of
entering a convent, and proceeded to Prague to entreat the
Emperor to procure him a cardinal’s hat. Rodolph, however,
dissuaded him from these projects, and prevailed on him to
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return into Transylvania. The indifferent success of the cam-
gﬁign of 1594, and above all the revolt of the three provinces,

ed Amurath with consternation, and, for the time,
he sent for the holy standard from Damascus, the palladium
of the faithful in their contests with the infidels. Death,
however, released him from his anxieties. Amurath ITI, died
Jan 16th, 1595, and was succeeded by his son, Ma-
homet The death of the Sultan was concealed, as usual,
till Mahomet could arrive from his government of Magnesia.
He was the last heir of the Turkish throne who enjoyed be-
fore his accession an independent government; in 2utnre all
the Sultan’s children were educated exclusively in the Seraglio.
The&a:ilnriea had to be conciliated mt{ a donative of
660,000 ducats, and it was also necessary to pacify a revolt of
the discontented sipahis.

In spite of the holy standard, the campaign of 1595 was
highly unfavourable to the Turks. 8inan, in attempting to
gsinpouuaionofW&lhchiqmdrivenbukwi&gmt
slaughter by Prince Michael the Voyvode. The Turkish
arms were not more fortunate in Hungary. The Imperialists
had now received some of the German contingents, the Po
and other Italian Princes had forwarded contributions in
money, and a more able general, Count Mansfeld, who had
been from the Netherlands by Philip IL, com-
manded the forces of Rodolph. In September, Mansfeld
took the important town of ann. Shortly after Vissegrad
and Waitzen also yielded to the Imperialists, and the Turks
lost several places on the Danube. great was the alarm at
Constantinople that prayers were offered up in the mosques
for the success of the arms of the faithful, a step never re-
sorted to exocept in cases of the utmost danger; and the un-
warlike Mahomet ITI. felt himself compelled to revive the
spirits of his troops by heading them in person. His de-
E::tm was delayed by the death of his Grand-Vizier Sinan ;

in April, 1591?;]‘1‘1: oommeno:g with great pomp his
expedition against -acoompanied by his newly-appointed
Grand-Visier Ibrahim Pasha, and by Set{leddin, wio ppomied
a oonspicuous place in the council of war. The Imperiali
did not attempt to arrest his march, which was directed
Belgrade, Peterwardein, and Ssegedin on Erlan. A
sufficed for the capture of Erlau, when, in spite of the
capitulation, the garrison of 5,000 men was cut down by the
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Janissaries. The Archduke Maximilian, and Sigismund,
Prince of Transylvania, now hastened with their forces to
recover Erlau, and in October they met the Turks on the
m«»f Keresztes, where a bloody battle was fought which

three days. Victory seemed at first to favour the
Christians. Emboldened by their success, they ventured, on

the third day (October 26th), to attack the camp ;
but tbey were repulsed with great losa, and, being seized with
a took to a disorderly flight, in which 50, men are

said to have been killed, and 100 guns and the military chest
were captured by the Turks. Maximilian, who was one of
the first to fly, emped to Kaschau, and Sigismund with his
force retreated through Tokay into Transylvania. Mahomet
then marched back to Constanﬁnople, which he entered in
triumph. This signal defeat occasioned the greatest alarm

and at Vienna, and, indeed, throughout Europe.'
The however, did not derive that advantage from
his success which might have been . In the cam-

¥ugn of 1597 nothing decigive was achieved, while that of
98 was highly adverse to the Turkish arms: Raab, Tata,
Veszprém, Tschambock, besides several fortresses, were taken
by t.he Imperialists, and the operations of the Turkish Sera-
skier Saturdschi were so unfortunate as to cost him his dis-
missal and his life. Both sides were now exhausted, and
eager to conclude a if satisfactory terms could be ob-
tained. In 1599 the Gmd-Viner, brahim Pa.shs, who
commanded the Turkish forces in Hungary Toposals
to the Imperial general, Nicholas Pn.lfy but notimg

effected : the demands on both sides were too high, and the
war was continued six years longer. We shall not, however,
enter into the details of a struggle which was feebly carried
on with varying success, and which gave birth to no events
of decisive importance. Even the death of Mahomet II1.,
December 22nd, 1608, had little effect on the war, ex t
that it served still further to exhaust the resources of t

Porte by the ent of the accustomed donative to tho
Jammnes met was quietly succeeded by his son
Achmet L, then hnrdly fourteen years of age. The renewal
of the war between the Sultan the S8hah of Persia in 1608
tended still further to dispose the Porte to close the struggle

! Katona, t. xxvii. p. 324 sqq.

Death of
Mahomet
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in Hungary; and the negotiations were facilitated by a re-
volution in Transylvania.

The weak and simple-minded Sigismund Bathory was per-
suaded in 1597 by the Jesuits, as well as by his wife—Marisa
Christina, daughter of Charles, Duke of Styria—who wanted
to get rid of him, to cede Transylvania to Rodolph IL., in
exchange for the Silesian principalities of Oppeln and Ratibor,
and a large pension. In the spring of 1598 Sigismund pro-
ceeded into Silesia, where he soon found that he had been
deceived in the bargain which he had made; and before the
end of August he returned to Klausenburg at the invitation
of Stephen Bocskai, a Hungarian noble, and one of the leaders
of the liberal and Protestant party in that country. A
ocounter-revolution now took place. The Austrian commis-
sioners who had been sent to take possession of Transylvania
were seized and in:s;isonod ; Sigismund took a new oath to the
States that he would make no innovations in religion, and the
Jesuits were again sent into banishment. But they soon re-
covered their influence. Sigismund was induced to relinquish
his antho:;i:g to his fanatical kinsman, Cardinal Andrew
Bathory, retired into Poland to live in a private station.
At the same time his wife entered a convent at Hall in Tyrol,
where she passed twenty-two years, the remainder of her
existence. Cardinal Andrew Bathory having been recognized
by the States as Prince of Transylvania, in 1599, the Em; r
Rodolph commissioned his general, Basta, as well as Mum
Voyvode of Wallachia, to overthrow him, and the Cardinal
was soon after killed by Michael’s troops. Sigismund now
regained for a short time possession of Transylvania, but in
1602 was once more compelled to abdicate, and never again
appeared on the political scene. About m%n: years after-
wards, baving incurred the suspicion of the r, he was
g“mmonedto Prague, where he soon after died in his forty-

year.

Stephen Booskai now set up pretensions of his own, not
only to the Principsliti of ,’Frm'{ln.nis, but even to the
Orown of Hungary. In June, 1605, he entered into an alliance
with the Grand-Vizier Lala Mohammed, commander of the
Tarkish army in Hungary, and assisted him in the campaign
of that year, in which Gran, Vissegrad, Veesprém, and other

laces were taken by their united forces. Bocskai had already
geen invested with Transylvania, and on November 11th,
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Iala Mohammed solemnly crowned him King of Hungary
on the field of Rakosch, (lipmoentmg him at the same time
with & Turkish sword and colours, in token that he was the
Sultan’s vassal. It would seem, however, that Bocskai had
only been set up as a man of straw by the Turks, in order to
obtain better conditions in the treaty of peace which was still
negotiating between them and Rodolph II. The Archduke
Matthias was first of all commissioned to treat with Bocslml,
who was easily persuaded to renounce the Crown of H:

and by a treaty signed at Vienna (July 23rd, 1606) he was
allowed to retain Transylvania, besides several places in
Hungary. This was the prelude to another treaty with the
Turks, concluded at Sitvatorok November 11th.

The Pracz or SrrvaTorox, which was to last twenty years
from January lst, 1607, made but slight alterations in the
territorial ions of the contracting parties; but it is re-
markable for what may be called the moral and diplomatic
concessions on the part of the Porte. It was arranged in the

preliminaries that the Emperor should no longer be insulted
mth the title of “ King of Vienna,” but that both he and the
Sultan should be treated with the Imperial title; and the
diplomatic intercourse between the two nations was hence-
forth to be conducted on an equal footing. But a still more
important concession was the abandonment by the Porte of
the tribute hitherto paid by Austria; in consideration of
which, however, the Emperor was to pay down, once for all
(semel semper), a sum of 200,000 florins, besides i
valuable presents.' Such an abatement of the hty tone
in which the Turkish Sultans had hitherto spoken betrays a
consciousness of inward weakness. The Osmanlis had, indeed,
now passed the genith of thelr wer, and had arrived at the
limits of their con: ests eir Empire still embraced an
extent unparalle| t of ancient Rome. In Asia, the
Tigris and Mount Anrat separated the dominions of the
Ottoman Sultan and the Shah of Persia; Bagdad, Van, and
Erzeroum were Turkish governments; between the Black
Sea and the Caspian, the Georgians, Mingrelia.m, and Cir-
casgians, though free, were tributary; the south and west
coasts of the Black Sea, from the Caucasus to the Dnieper,

1 The articles are in Katona, t. xxviii. p. 612 8qq. ; of. Zinkeisen,
B. iii. 8. 618.
III, H
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Anatolia, Caramania, Armenia, Kurdistan, Mesopotamia,
Syria, Palestine and Arabia obeyed the Sultan. In Africa he
soueeaed , and was lord of the whole coast from the

elta of the Nile to the Straits of Gibraltar, with exception of
a few places held by the Spaniards. In Europe he ruled,
besides Greece and its archipelago and the islands of Cyprus,
Rhodes, and Chios, Thrace, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Wallachia,
Moldavia, Transylvania, the greater part of Hungary, Bosnia,
Servia, and Albania.




CHAPTER XXVIII

RELIGION AND COMMERCE

T the of Vervins a century had elapsed since the
Fremm their incursions into Italy, had inaugurated
the modern European system, and the result up to this time
had been entirely in favour of their Spanish rivals. i
had succeeded in seizing and retaining the two Sicilies and
the Dnchy of Milan, and, in spite of a wretched system of ad-
ministration and the revolt of her provinces in the Nether-
lands, was still incontestably the leading Power of Europe.
The Spanish infantry continued to retain their prestige; the
conquest of Portugal helped to support the declining power
and reputation of Spain; and we have beheld Philip IL, to-
wards the close of his long reign, aspiring, with perhaps even
a better chance of success than his father, Charles V., to uni-
versal monarchy, by the conquest of England, and the reduc-
tion of France under his dominion by placing his daughter on
the throne. These successes, how;vg, wer«; %:m, not to the
strength of Spain, but to the weakness of her adversary.
Torn by her religious wars and the anarchy of the League,
France was unable to compete with a rival in which those die-
turbing causes were absent; and as soon as they ceased to
operate she rapidly rose to her true position. The question
o?ereligion was also the mainspring of action in England and
the Netherlands. Thus the Reformation forms the key to the
political state of Europe at this period, and as its effects were
to continue another half century, namely, down to the peace
of Westphalia, it will be proper here to take a view of its pro-
gress, and the changes which it had effected.
About the middle of the sixteenth century Protestantism had
established itself in the greater part of Europe. The doctrines
of Luther had become the national religion of the Scan-

mvthy.o:d
Spain.
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dinavian kingdoms, of East Prussia, Livonia, and the northern
K:rdta of Germany. In Bavaria a large majority of the nobles
embraced them, and the same creed had made still
greater progress in Austria, where it was computed that only
one-thirtieth part of the population remained faithful to the
BRoman Church. In 1558 a Venetian ambassador reckoned
that only one-tenth part of the whole German le were
Roman Catholics.' In Poland, although the King himself
was a Roman Catholic, many of his subjects had adopted the
reformed doctrines. These also prevailed very extensively in
Hungary, where, in 1554, a Lutheran had been elected Pala-
tine. In Bohemia the large Hussite party already established
could not but derive additional strength from the religious
movement in Germany. Calvinism, still more inimical to
Rome than were the docrines of Luther, had from Genevs, its
centre and stroughold, spread itself in all directions in
Western Europe. In the neighbouring parts of Germany it
had in a great degree supplanted Lutheranism, and had even
getrated into H and Poland ; it was predominant in
tland, and had leavened the doctrines of the English
Church. In France it had divided the population into two
hostile camps. The Venetian ambassador Micheli relates
that, immediately after the death of Francis IL. in 1560, fifty
preachers had issued from Geneva and settled themselves in
various French towns. When Micheli paid a visit to that
metropolis of Calvinism he was struck with astonishment at
the veneration in which the great French reformer was held,
and at the vast sums of money which he received in aid of the
thousands who had taken refuge at Geneva.? In the Nether-
lands the doctrines of Calvin supplanted those of Luther.
iepolo, another Venetian ambassador, says that all the P
could reckon upon as sound and secare was Spain and Il:f;
with a few islands and the Vensetian possessions in Dalmatia
and Greece.
The proceedings of the Council of Trent drew an insuper-
able line of demarcation between Catholics and Protestants ;
all idea of conciliation was abandoned, and the hostility of

:M’P ’ﬂ'm:wl bid. During the reign
cose ds ) ; ibsd. p. 17. ing the rei
of Henry IL, 1,400 French families had e&ublhhed themselves at
Geneva.” Gaberel, Hist. de 7 Eglise de Géndve, t. L. p. 346.
* Relat. di Pio IV. ¢ V., ap. e, (id. vol. i. p. 404.
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the two parties stood out in bolder relief. The violent and
impolitic conduct of Pope Paul IV. also tended to widen
the breach. From his antipathy to the House of Austria,
Paul broke with the Imperial party and drove the Emperor
Ferdinand to cultivate the friendship of the Protestants. He
acted in the same inconsiderate manner towards England.
Instead of endeavouring to conciliate Queen Elizabeth and the
English nation, Paul repulsed her ambassadors by his haughty
demands, deprived Cardinal Pole of his legateship, en-
deavoured to re-establish Peter’s pence, and annulled every
alienation that had been made of Church property; nay, so
blind was he to his own interests that he was even hostile to
Philip IL., the great prop of the Roman Catholic cause. But
soon after his pontixm a reaction began in favour of the
Roman Church. Shaken to her very centre by the Reforma-
tion, Rome found means to reclaim vast numbers of apos-
tates, and to recover a large share of her former influence and
})om. As this Counter-Reformation is the most striking
eaturein the history of the latter half of the sixteenth century,
and lay at the root of the Thirty Years’ War, it may be
worth while to inquire into the causes of so remarkable a
reaction.

Among these canses we may note the reform effected in the
Roman Curia iteelf. The first part of the sixteenth century
had been characterized by a general relaxation of the discip-
line and authority of the Church; profane studies, literature
and art, had usurped the place of religion; and Rome herself
seemed to have forgotten her hierarchical character. But the
conduct of Pius V., and of several exemplary Pontiffs who
succeeded him, had a great influence in amending the lives of
the Roman prelates. At the beginning of the century the
Cardinals levied war on the Pope, or hatched conspiracies
against him ; while the Pope himself did not scruple to gird
on the sword and to lead his armies to battle like any tempo-
ral Prince. But towards the close of the same era everything
was done in the name of religion ; a ceremonious behaviour

to prevail in the Roman Court, and the outward forms
at least of piety and virtue were strictly observed. A similar
reformation took place in other Roman Catholic countries.
At the beginning of the seventeenth century, the ancient
monastic orders, the Benedictines, Dominicans, and Francis-
cans were vigorously reformed in France; and to such a

£
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degree were austerities carried among some of the religious
communities of women, that fourteen Feuillantines are said
to have died in one week. The celebrated Cistercian nunnery
of Port-Royal was distinguished by its nocturnal vigils, its
unbroken silence, and perpetual adoration of the Eu ist.!
This was also the period of the reforms and labours of St.
Frangois de Sales in Savoy and of 8t. Thereea in Spain. At
the same time the belief in miracles was revived and grew
owing to the spread of marvellous tales At San Silvestro
an image of the Virgin spoke, and the desolate region
which surrounded her shrine, such was the attraction of
the miracle, was soon occupied with houses. Similar por-
tents became frequent, and spread from Italy into other
countries. By these and the like acts did the clergy recover
their reputation, and with it a large share of their former
wer.
pant the chief instrument of Catholic reaction was the
Society of Jesuits, to whose foundation we have already
adverted.” The use that might be made of that body in re-
trieving the fortunes of the Church was quickly perceived ;
and Pope Julius IIIL., soon after his accession, in 1550, con-
ferred upon them vast privileges which roused the jealousy
of the regular orders. 'I'Eey were empowered to grant degrees
to competent persons whose poverty debarred them from
studying at a University: a privilege which, by drawing to
them the youths of talent among the lower classes, gave them
the command of education, and enabled them to mould at an
early age the pliant consciences of their pupils. Their
met{od of instruction was most artful. They reduced study
to a sort of mechanical prooess, whose results were quick but
superficial; and even Protestant parents, dazzled by their
success as teachers, confided to them their children.® As
they thus formed the principles of the younger portion of the
community by means of education, 8o likewise the unreserved
power conferred on them of granting absolution, enabled
them to obtain the direction of the consciences of older per-
sons, by assuming the functions of confessors. The absurd

! Rélibien, Hist. de Paris, t. ii. p. 1339.

* The pﬁncimtoﬂes of the Jesuits are those of Orlandini,
Maffei, and Ri eira. There is a good sketch in Schréckh, Christ-
liche Kirchengeschichte seit der Reformation, B. il

3 See Michelet, La Ligue, p. 116.
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quarrels of the Protestants among themselves, and particu-

lu-l that concerning original sin, contributed not a little
e success of the Jesuits.'

It was about the mddle of the sixteenth century that the

Society of Jesus began -ﬁeﬁ themselves throughout ™"

Europe. Inl548t.heDukoof varia, William I., appointed
to the chairs of theology, at Ingolstadt, the Jesuits Le Jay, &
Savoyard, Salmeron, a 8 d, and the celebrated Peter
Canisius, of Nymegen. Hence Ingolstadt soon became of a
like importance as a Catholic seminary, as Wittenberg for
Lutheranism, or Geneva for Calvinism. Favoured by William
I. and his son and successor Duke Albert ITL, the Jesuits
gradually acquired the direction of all the Bavarian schools.
They were likewise enco by the Emperor Ferdinand in
Bohemia and Austria; and it was at the request of that
Sovereign that Ca.msms, who did more than any man for his
Society in Germany, drew up his Summa Doctrine Ohristiane,
from which he afterwards extracted his celebrated catechism.
In 1551 Ferdinand established a Jesuit’s college at Vienna,
which he soon after incorporated with the University; in
1556 he removed some of l;ioem to Prague: and by that year
their influence may be said to have extended over Bavaria,
Tyrol, Franconia, Suabia, Austria, and the Rhenish lands,
and also to have been felt in Hungary, Poland, Bohemia, and
Moravia. In 1578, as related in the g cha T, Pro-
testantiam was utterly proscribed in &e Austrian dominions.
In Poland, Cardinal Hosias, Bishop of Ermeland, founded a
college for the Jesuits at Braunsberg,in 1569. At the be-
ginning of the seventeenth century, the Polish Jesuits nearly
succeeded in effecting a revolution in Russia, and bringing
that country within the pale of the Roman Church. After
the murder of the legitimate heir, Demetrius Ivanowitch, and
the usurpation of the throne by Boris Godenuff, a Muscovite
Boyard, a false Demetrius appeared in Poland, the Jesuits
took up his cause, procured }ns recognition in Poland and the
help of an army, with which they entered Moscow after the
death of Boris, who had died during the struggle. But the
Muscovite nation soon recovered from its rise ; Deme-
trius was masaacred, the Poles were expelled from Moscow,
and the hopes of the Church of Rome entirely frustrated.

! Menzel, B. iii. 8. 43.
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It was not till a rather later period that the Jesuits ob-
tained a footing in France, and at first in places remote
from the capital. At Paris, as we have already related, they
met with great opposition ; the University, the Sorbonne, and
the Parliament, who thought their privileges invaded, united
in bitterly opposing them. By perseverance, however, the
gradually succeeded in establishing themselves : and, in 1564{
were allowed to become teachers. Three years later & mag-
nificent college was erected for them at Lyons; in 1574 the
Cardinal of gem founded a Jesuit College at Pont-a-Mous-
son ; and they also established themselves in other important
towns. Their ranks at this time included many men of dis-
tinguished talent, and wherever they appeared the numbers
of the RBoman Catholics were observed to increase. In 1574
a Jesuit college was founded at Lucerne, in Switzerland, to
which the Pope, the Catholic King, and the Guises are said
to have contributed.

But although the religious struggle in France ended, as we
have seen, in favour of the Roman Catholic Church, the au-
thority of the Pope and of the Jesuits never attained to an
extraordinary height in that country. The Jesuits succeed
indeed, in procuring the revocation of the banishment inflicted
on them after Chétel's attempt on the life of Henry IV.;
that King even gave them the site for their College at ILa
Fliche, whither his heart was carried after his murder; yet
in general they continued to be unpopular among the French.
In 1611 the inhabitants of Troyes opposed their establish-
ment in that city, on the ground that they were fomenters of
discord and division; in the same year, the University of
Paris frustrated their attempt to teach publicly in their re-
newed co) , and compelled them to content themselves
with privately instructing, by means of salaried masters, the
boarders whom they were permitted to keep in their house.
In 1614 the Parliament of Paris ordered to be burnt a book
of the Jesuit Suarez, entitled Défenss de la Foi Catholigue
Apostoligue conire les erreurs de la secte d’ Angleterve, on the
ground of its advocating the assassination of Sovereigns. It
was remarked that, though other religious societies had pro-
duced assassins, the Jesuits-were the only one which supported
assassination systematically and on principle. The deed had
alaw of its own. It was not to be perpetrated at the arbitra-
ment of a private individual, but it might be lawfully carried
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out by the decree of an ecclesiastical tribunal ; apd this view
the Jesuits founded on the 15th decree of the Council of
Constance, which anathematized those only who attempted
;neh,an act without having first procured a mandate
or it.

Altogether, therefore, the movement against the Reforma- The

tion was not so successful in France as in Austria and
Bavaria. The Edict of Nantes was, in fact, a compromise
which still left the Huguenots a powerful party—a sort of
smperium in imperio. They had their cautionary towns, an
organized army, their representative charter, their assemblies ;
they had even their great seal, of which the device was Re-
ligion leaning on the cross, holding the sacred volume in her
bhand, and treading under foot an aged skeleton intended to
represent the Romish Church. Thus efy possessed an
organization which enabled them, in times of disturbance, to
break through all the checks and restraints which it had
been endeavoured to place upon them. But the zeal and
energy of their leaders had died out. Sully, Mornay, Lesdi-
guiéres, were either lukewarm or self-interested. Rohan, in-

was animated with enthusiasm; but alone he could
do nothing.

The Gallican Church, however, without regard to Rome
and in spite of the'great Huguenot party, made France groan,
like other Roman Catholic countries, under the burden of an
enormous ecclesiastical establishment. Early in the seven-
teenth century the whole number of secular and
ecclegiastics considerably exceeded a quarter of a million,” of
which more than three-fifths were monks or nuns: vis.
35,600 religieux rentés, or monks belonging to foundations;
80,000 nuns of various orders; 46,500 mendicant friars,
ancient and reformed; and 500 hermits. But while the
eurés or parochial , had scarcely sufficient for the neces-
saries of life, the mendicant orders, by virtue of their vow of
poverty, dwelt in magnificent buildings, and consumed each a
pound of meat and three pints of wine a day. Their
maigres, or fast-day meals, were still more expensive; and it

! ““Non expectata sententia vel mmd&to judicis cujuscunque.”—
Ag Sismondi, Hist. daFrangau, t. xv.
266,936 : an enormous rtion, eonsidering the ulation at
that time. See Le nombre odamdsquadci'mmm e Archives
Curseuses, sér. 1, t. xiv.

Gallican
Church
statistics,



Jesuits in
England.

106 MODERN EUROPE [Cmar. XXVIII.

was reckoned that the subsistence of each monk cost daily
twenty sous.

It was not till 1580 that the Jesuits appeared in England.
Dr. William Allen, early in the reign of Elizabeth, had
founded an English Catholic seminary at Douai, and others
were subsequently established at St. Omer, Rheims, and
Rome. The pupils of these colleges were animated with the
same savage spinit of murder. Against Queen Elizabeth their
rage was inexhaustible, since, under her auspices, Protest-
antism had not only been firmly established in England, but
also found her its chief protectress in other countries. The
work of Baunders, De monarchia visibili Ecclesie, published
at Louvain in 1571, was the bible of these fanatics. Saunders
had been secretary fobloody Mary, and his book was written
under the patronage of the Duke of Alva. It was in the year
mentioned that the Jesuits Parsons and Campion returned to
England, after which a great many penal laws were promul-
gated against that Society. Queen Elizabeth, in self-defence,
was compelled to take a leaf out of her enemies’ book, and
England witnessed tosome extent a persecution of the Catholics,
of whom about two hundred were executed during her reign.
It should, however, be recollected that they were Elizabeth’s

litical enemies, that they were constantly endeavouring to

rive her of her kingdom, and even of her life, and that
most oflthose who suffered in England were convicted of con-
iracy.
-pIt may appear surprising that in a bigoted country like
Spain the Jesuits should have obtained little or no influence;
but, in fact, that very bigotry afforded small scope for their
activity in that country; and Spain was inimical to the en-
croachments of Rome. Yet Spain had given birth to the
founder of the Society, and produced an eminent patron of it
in Francis Borgia, Duke of &ndm, great-grandson of the in-
famous Pope Alexander VL, who at last turned Jesuit him-
self, and eventually became third general of the Society. As
a rule, however, the Jesuits in Spain were not native Spa.niuds,
bnt converted Jews, and even me objects of suspicion to
iovemment. St. Francis Borgia himself was prosecuted
Inquisition as one of the mystics or iluminati, a sect
wluch seems to have borne some resemblance to the English

! On this subject see Hallam’s Conststutional Hist. ch. iii. and iv.
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Quakers.! In Portugal, on the other hand, during the minority
of Sebastian and the tutorship of his ecclesiastical guardians,
the Jesuits, as we have already said, obtained a complete
control. John ITL had founded for them a college at the
University of Coimbra, whence issued the greater part of
those missionaries who spread themselves over Asia and
Africa.

Neither Spain nor Italy,” however, was altogether exempt
from the invasion of heretical doctrines. As early as 1519,
Froben, the celebrated printer of Basle, forwarded some of
Luather’s tracts into Spain; and -in 1527 several works of
Erasmus were condemned, and prosecutions instituted against
some of the most learned men in the country. By 1580 the
doctrines of Luther had made such progress that the Council
of the Supreme ® instructed the inquisitors throughout Spain
to exercise the greatest vigilance: an injunction which led to
domiciliary visits by the familiars of the Inquisition. The
Spaniards themselves attributed the propagation of Lutheran
oginiom in Spain to their own learned men who had been sent
abroad to confute them ; an admission than which any more
complimentary to Luther can scarcely be imagined, although,
according to the testimony of Valdes, that reformer was re-
garded in Spain as a reprobate atheist, and it was deemed as
meritorious to strangle a Lutheran as to shoot & Turk. The
Spanish converts, like Valdes himself, were mostly persons of
rank and education; for in Spain the reformed doctrines were
chiefly imbibed from books, procured and read with danger.
The grotesta.nts of Béarn, indeed, who crossed the Pyrenees,
:Eread their faith in Aragon, where it made most p 8,

ough it also penetrated into the neighbouring kingdoms.
It was reserved for Philip II. to crush the nascent heresy,
almost the only instance in which his policy can boast of
entire success. This triumph of bigotry shows that the power
of opinion is not always a match for despotism and physical

1 Llorente, t. v. p. 29.

* The Reformation found for a time a footing in Italy, and espech.lg
at Ferrara, under the auspices of Renée of France, who had marri
the Duke; but its progress in that country is not important enough
to be detailed.

3 The chief tribunal of the Spanish Inquisition, consisting of the
Inquisitor-General as president, and three counsellors, two of whom
were Doctors of Laws.

¢ Ap. McCrie, Reform. in Spasn, p. 132.

The Re-
formation
in Spain.
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force, when wielded with adequate means and a relentless
will.  Philip, who wase supported by that savage Pope,
Paul IV, published in 1558 a law by which death and con-
fiscation of property were inflicted on anybody who sold,
bought, read, or possessed a book prohibited by the Holy
Office. In January, 1559, Paul authorized the Spanish In-
quisition to hold inquests on archbishops, bishops, and other
prelates suspected of heresy, and to send them to Rome; and
in the following February, at the request of Philip, he pub-
lished a brief authorizing the Council of the Supreme to de-
liver over to the secular arm—that is, to put to death—persons
convicted of Lutheran opinions, even though they were not
relapsed and were willing to recant, a proceeding contrary to
all former practice, and against the standing laws of the In-
quisition itself.' It was in the same year that the first auto-
da-fé of Protestants was celebrated at Valladolid, which was
soon followed by another in the same city, and two more at
Beville. In these human sacrifices two hundred and eight
victims ap of whom sixty-two were burnt and the rest
condemned to minor punishments. About the same time
Carranza, the Primate of Spain, was pursued by the Inquisi-
tion, a prosecution followed by that of eight bishops and
twenty-five doctors of theology, most of whom were men of

istinguished learning, and had assisted at the Council of
Trent. The four autos-da-f4 just mentioned were followed by
others down to the year 1570, when the Reformation in Spain
was pretty well suppressed; for though a few Protestants
were subsequently burnt, the gleaning was scanty.® In the
hands of the Spanish Government, the Inquisition, as we have
said, became an instrument of State policy, and even of fiscal
law; and thus, in 1569, the exportation of horses to France
was brought under cognizance of the Council of the Supreme.’

A statistical account * of the year 1616 shows the wonderful

1 .%K McCrie, Reform. in Spain, p. 256,
2 The fires of the Inquisition were not, however, completely extin-
till 1781, when a beata, or nun, accused of heresy, was burnt
at Seville, Nov. 7th. Llorente, t. ix. p. 231.
% MoCrie, p. 833.
¢ In Jouvency, Hist. Soc. Jes., ap. Schrckh, B. iii. 8. 362. About
1623 started up an order of Jesustiss@, or female Jesuits, who imitated
;n nea.rlytbu possible the eonsﬁggona'rgf their b"b?ﬁ:ﬂéf wllx)om,
owever, they were never recognized. ey were 8/ 0]
Urban VIIL in 1631. Jbid. p. 596. v pe
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rogress of the Jesuits in about three-quarters of a cent

zinee their foundation. At that time they had thirty-tu:z
provinces—viz., Rome, Sicily, Naples, Milan, Venice, Portugal,
Goa, Malabar, Japan, Bnm{ Toledo, Castile, Aragon, Bestica
(South Spain), g:dmm, Peru, Paraguay, New Granadas,
Mexico, Philippine Isles, France, Aquitania, Lyons, Toulouse,
Champagne, Upper Germany, the Rhenish province, Austria,
Flanders, Walloon Netherlands, Poland, and Lithuania. The
order numbered 18,112 members, and possessed 28 professed
houses, 372 col 41 novitiates, and 123 residences. At
this period the Jesuits could boast of many distinguished
writers, amongst whom it may suffice to mention Petau,
Sirmond, Schott, Tursellinus, Bellarmine, Suarez, Sanchez,
and Mariana. The Jesuits had even penetrated to Constanti.
nople early in the seventeenth century, whither they had gone
with the design of overthrowing the Greek Patriarch, and
bringing his flock under the dominion of Rome. A struggle
ensued which lasted many years, and in which the ambassadors
of the different Christian Powers to the Porte took part, the
Jesuits being supported by the French and Austrian envoys,
while those of England and Holland came to the aid of the
Patriarch. In 1662, by a skilful application of 40,000 dollars,
the Jesuits effected the deposition and banishment by the
Porte of the Patriarch Cyrill, who was supposed to be a Cal-
vinist; but on a change in the Ministry his restoration was
soon after effected, princi through the intervention of the
English envoy, Sir Thomas Roe. In 1628 the same minister,
supported by the Mufti and the Ulemas, gained a complete
triumph over the Jesuits, and effected their banishment from
Constantinople ; but Roe went back to England in that year,
and the Jesuits soon after managed to return.!

The world-wide influence of the Jesuits appears from the
receding list of their provinces. It is their missionary
bours beyond the bounds of Europe which show the

brightest side of their character ; for nobody can deny them
the praise of courage and self-devotion. Xavier, the com-

ion of Loyola, was the first and greatest Jesuit missionary.
g;n proceeded to the East Indies, and founded in 1542 a
college at Goa, which before the close of the century num-

1 On this subject, see Sir Thomas Roe’s Negociations, p. 758 sqq.
and 779.

Provinoes
of the
Jesuits.
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bered 120 members. The natives educated at this institution
served as interpreters to the Jesuits in the East Indies and
in Japan, where, in spite of the ingenious objections of the
Bonszes, they succeeded in making many converts. No per-
manent good was, however, effected; for in less than a
century after, the Dutch, in the interests of their commerce,
helped in driving all the Christians from Japan. Xavier died
on his vo to China in 1552. Towards the end of the
century, Jesuit Ricci established a mission in that country
which met with some partial succees. King John III. of
Portugal despatched Jesuit missionaries into Brazil in 1549,
some of whom found their way into Pangun&. Aided by the
children t;f some of tet:‘;) ngligv:e,‘ whomﬂm ey had taught
Spanish, they penetra into that savage country,
introducing flocks and , teaching the Indians to sow ::yd
reap, to make bricks, to build houses, in short, all the essen-

ial arts of civilized life. The people of Paraguay became
the devoted servants, nay, almost the slaves of the Jesuits;
who, although theg acknowledged the authority of the King
of Spain, and paid as a sort of tribute a piastre & head for
their subjects, ruled quite independently of the Spanish
government. As the masters as well as the rulers of the
Paragus , the Jesuits distributed to them the hemp, the
cotton, the wool and other raw materials which they were to
manufacture ; they were allowed to possess neither money
nor arms, although the priests exercised them in the use of
the latter, and converted them into excellent soldiers. Thus
the Jesuits were at once the founders, lawgivers, pontiffs, and
sovereigns of this singular state. As the Roman Catholic
religion thus began to spread abroad into distant countries,
Pope Gregory XV. established in 1622, to superintend its
d.ié:aion, the COongregatio de propaganda Fide; and a few
years afterwards Urban VIIL bestowed on it the building, or
college, of the Pr?lpag;nda. (1627).

The bigotry and intolerance of Charles V. and Philip II.
and of friars like Ximenes and Torquemads, were one cause
of the subsequent decline of Spain ; in the general policy and
especially the wretched commercial system of those gv i
we must look for others. Towards the end of Charles %.’s
reign, Spain seemed to have reached the zenith of her pro-
sperity, and in the year 1543 we find that Emperor congratu-
lating himself on the flourishing state of the Indian trade
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whose operations were conducted at Seville. “Thanks be to
God,” he exclaimed, * it has ever increased and still increases
daily.”’ But the possession of the New World was regarded
as supplying the means for subjugating the Old; and the
command of an apparently inexhaustible source of wealth only
prompted Charles and his son to gratify their ambition or
their bigotry by plunging into those expeusive and ruinous
wars which at length exhausted even the Spanish treasures :
a result which a wretched fiscal policy contributed to hasten.

It was an evil hour when governments bethought them- Commercial
selves of increasing the wealth and prosperity of their subjects ¥taa™
by fiscal regulations; yet the idea seems to have been coeval Veaetians.
with the extension of commerce, and the Venetians, the first
nation of modern Europe which enjoyed any considerable
trade, were also among the first to invent restrictions, pro-
hibitions, and monopolies. Nothing could be narrower and
more selfish than the spirit of their commercial laws.
Foreigners were subjected to double customs’ duties; they
could neither build nor purchase ships in Venetian ports;
they were forbidden to be received on board a vessel of the
State, or to contract a partnership with any subject of the
Republic. Ingenious foreign artizans were encouraged to
settle in the Venetian dominions, while native artizans and
mechanics were forbidden under the severest penalties to
emigrate. The nearest kinsfolk of such as attempted to do
8o and did not return when ordered, were thrown into prison;
if the emigrant persisted in his disobedience, emissaries were
employed to kill him !* It is impossible to carry further the Wretched
selil:sh and cruel jealousy of trade. This system of pro- fscal
hibition and exclusion was imitated by other countries. Spain.
Among these, Spain was remarkable. The ruin of Spanish
trade and commerce was initiated under Charles V. In 1552
the export of cloth as well as of spun and combed wool was
forbidden. In the same year the Cortes proposed that the
importation of foreign silk should be allowed, and the expor-
tation of home manufactured prohibited. It was also for-
bidden to export corn, cattle, and leather. Reversing the
very rudiments of economical policy, exorbitant duties were
laid on the exportation of manufactured articles, and upon

! Nueva Recopilacion, ap. Ranke, Fiirsten und Volker, B. i. 8. 401,

2 Statutes of the State Inquisition, Art. 26, ap. Blanqui, Hist. de
2 Economie Polit. t. i. p. 268.
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the importation of raw materials. We see in these regu
lations the germs of inevitable ruin, lmd one of the eaum
which drained the country of the acquired by so much
oruelty and bloodshed. At the end of t.he sixteenth century
Spanish pistoles were much more common in France than in
Spmn, because the French e:rorted freely their corn and
wine, while the Spaniards would suffer nothing to quit the
country." The consequences soon became apparent in the
shutting up of the manufactories, so that in 1558 it was found
eeeua.r: to relax the prohibition, at least on the Portuguese
frontier.? But the blow was irremediable, and fashion soon
put the seal to & ruinous system that had been initiated by
ignorance. In 1560 we find complaints that silk and woollen
stuffs, brocades, tapestry, arms, all came from abroad,
although the materials for their manufacture were abundant
in Spain; nay, that the foreigner actually made them of
Spanish products and then set his own price on them. The
use of foreign articles begat a liking for them, which became
a fashion. No better silk could be produced than in Granada
and Murcia, yet that of Italy and China was preferred.
English jackets, Lombard caps, German shoes, Dutch linen,
Antwerp tablecloths, Brussels tapestry, Flemish cabinet ware,
became all the vogue. People appeared by day in Florentine
brocade, and slept at night nn(ﬂ;r outlandish bed-
France supplied the childrenof Spainwith their toys, her monks
and nuns with their rosaries. She was dependent on foreigners
even for the materials of war: it was necessary to fetch wood
and gunpowder from Flanders, metal and men to cast it from
Italy ; for Spain had no cannon foundries of her own.
Bpmnm mmhnmmees vrlm‘:lh;3 mnhh.d ted agn.mstth commerce in
were the idleness, pride, an of the 8.
The nation was divided into two chlmhgotrybetwoen wm
was & continual jealousy: the Hidalgos, or nobles, and the
Pecheros, or persons employed in trade and agriculture. The
Hidalgos enjoyed pecnhar}g ivileges, and are expressly named
as entitled to favour by Ferdinand and Isabella, *because
thmngh them we achieved our conquests.”* This class would
have deemed itself disgraced by any other profession than

! Forbonnais, Recherches sur Ia Finances de France, ap. Twiss,

of Polstical E\
Bt ve, Furston wad yotion2s Sot £ 1 T, 84 3. 6.
'Nmeopﬂaam,ap.Rmke,M




Cumar. XXVIIL] RELIGION AND COMMERCE 118

that of arms. Thexuwere regarded as the pith and marrow of
the nation ; they filled all the offices of state; a munici

town would have been affronted by the appointment of &
trader to be its corregidor; the Cortes of Aragon would
admit no member who had been in commerce. As
neither the house, the horse, the mule, nor the arms of a
Hidalgo could be seized for debt, nor his personal liberty be
infringed, nor taxes be imposed upon him, everybody naturally
wished to belong to an order which enjoyed so large a share
of favour; and so many claims were consequently made to
the privileges of the Hidalguia, that, although the tribunals
8¢t apart every Saturday for the examination of them, it was
often found insufficient. The interest of money being high
in Spain, if a roturier could scrape together some 7,000
ducats, which would yield an income of about 500, he settled
it on his eldest son as a majoraé, or patrimony. The son of &
ci-devant farmer or shopkeeper now considered himeelf a
noble, and dubbed himself Don; while his younger brothers
began to be ashamed of their callings, and wanted the same
title. Those who had no chance of attaining to such a rank,
often turned their views towards a convent; where, if they
could not gratify their pride, they might at least indulge
their idleness, Hence the number of convents increased
enormously in Spain. As the tradesman aped the noble, so
the nob]enﬂ)ed the King ; and because Philip IT. had founded
the Escorial, so the grandees thought it a fine thing to have
8 monastery on their estates; convents rose on every side
and candidates to fill them were always forthcoming. These
institutions not only offered an easy, idle life, but also secured
a certain degree of respect and importance. Philip III. and
his consort founded even more convents than Philip IL ; and
in the reign of the former it was computed that tEn.\n con-
tained 988 nunneries, all numerously filled ; that there were
82,000 friars of the Dominican and ciscan orders alone;
and that the clergy in the two dioceses of Pamplona and
Calahorra amounted to 20,000.' A consequence of this state
of society was that even the little commerce that remained in
Spain fell mostly into the hands of foreigners. The financial
embarrassments of Charles V. led him not only to give to
Germans and Italians a monopoly of the Indian trade as

! Davils, Felipe IZI. sp. Ranke, ibid. p. 415.
III. I
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security for their advances, but even to allow them to
encroach IKon the birthright of his Spanish subjects by en-
grossiug the trade and commerce of the interior. The
Fuggers and other great foreign houses to whom Charles was
under obligation obtained commercial privileges that were
denied to born Spaniards, such as that of exporting pro-
hibited articles, and others of a similar kind. By degrees,
these intruders monopolized not only the higher branches of
commerce, but even the smaller handicraft trades; and in
1610 it was computed that there were 160,000 foreigners
settled in Castile alone, of whom 10,000 were Genoese.!

In the absence of an adequate revenue from trade the
Spanish ﬁovernment was compelled to lay on very burdensome
taxes. 1594 the Cortes complain that a capital of 1,000
ducats paid annually 300 to the King, so that in the course of
three or four years the whole of it would be swallowed up.
Yet people, they said, instead of engaging in commercial en-
terprises, lived on their capital as long as it would last. Rents
were low, yet no farmers could be had ; they were either emi-
grating or else shut up in prison. Scarcely a fifth part of the
wool formerly used was now manufactured ; whence, as well as
through the heavy tax on that commodity, the flocks also began
to be greatly diminished. Agriculture and pasturage, manufac-
tures and commerce, drooped together ; every town in the land
was inning to be depopulated; the country was going to
ruin! Such is a picture of Spain at the close of the sixteenth
century, after a hundred years’ possession of the treasures of
the New World, not drawn from the descriptions of historical
writers, but taken from an official document of the Cortes.?

But although the taxes were enormous they brought com-
paratively little into the royal treasury, the greater ]rut of
the produce being swallowed up by the expenses of collection.
Thie abuse was one of the consequences of the sale of offices.
As emhoo was venal, it followed that Philip I1. was most
funfn.ih y :lo;rvelt’l; and hi:h::ioell:; indemniﬁogt.;.;lro the:l:mell‘ves

or their ou impounding what passed their
hands. Anochr eyvil w!:, that while the taxes wer:g 8o high
and 80 badly collected, they were spent out of the country.
The government had to procure its necessaries abroad; its

1 Rmkomd'l‘win,uln‘ozra.
* Memorial de las Cortes de 1604, ap. Ranke, sbid. 8. 412.
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principal creditors were foreigners ; the money once withdrawn
from Spain never returned, owing to its absurd fiscal system,and
thus the country became every year more and more exhausted.
Already in 1540, Charles V., the master of the treasures of the
New World, had coined & large quantity of base gold crowns
to supply his necessities. 8o great continued to be the drain
of ie in order to purchase foreign manufactures that, in
1608, Philip IT1. was advised by Lerma to issue a royal edict
raising the nominal value of eo]t)ﬁer money almost to an
equality with that of silver.’ All these evils were aggravated
by the impolitic nature of the wars entered into by Philip II.
By his quarrel with the Netherlands, besides the expense it
entailed, he had deprived himself of one of his most productive
sources of revenue;* yet he did not even pursue that war in
a manner which might have insured its sucocess, but frittered
away his means in chimerical projects in France.

Spain, however, may perhaps be said not so much to have
declined as to have returned to the normal condition from
which it had been forced by a series of extraordinary events;
the union of the Crowns of Castile and Aragoun ; the reduction
of the Moors; the wonderful discoveries in America ; and the
enormous aecumulation of power in the hands of the House
of Austria. All these advantages, which by able rulers might
have been developed into a permanent system of power, were
thrown away by the absurd and reckless mode of government
which we have just described, and Spain returned to the con-
dition depicted by the Venetian Navagero in his Viaggio in
1526.* Even Catalonia is described by that writer as then ill-
peopled and little cultivated ; Aragon was for the most part
desolate; in Castile the traveller found extensive tracts of
desert, with now and then a Venta, commonly uninhabited,
and resembling rather a caravansary than an hotel.

Towards the end of the sixteenth century, a little band of
original thinkers arose in Calabria, who were the first to pro-
mulgate any just notions on the subject of political economy.

;. li!-lm !;i, t. i. p. 282; Gonsalez Davila, ap. Wateon, Philsp III.
vo. p- 191

3 The & sgdneeoftheAmoﬁmmineaduﬁngthenignd
Philip IT, was 11,000,000 ducats (Humboldt, Essas sur la N. E%gu,
t. iii. p. 428), and the war in the Netherlands cost him 7,000,000
ducats annually (Motley, Rise of the Dutch Rep. ii. 518).

3 Apud Fiirsten und Volker, B. i. 8. 397 £.
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The chief among these were Thomas Campanella and Antonio
Serra, who had both been engaged in an attempt to rescue
Calabria from the Spanish yoke in 1598. From the depths
of a Neapolitan dungeon the friar Campanella ad to
Philip Ilf.oof Spain a remarkable prediction of that country’s
decline, The Spaniards, he observed, who so haughtily keep
aloof from other people, who neglect agriculture and commerce,
and esteem only the profession of arms, will soon exhaust
themselves ; they will never be able to recover their losses, and
their wealth will pass away into the hands of the foreigner.
Already the most useful arts of life languish in neglect; and,
without manufactures, agriculture, or trade, how can any
people hope to prosper? Bo indolent are the Spaniards that
they do not even deign to record the great actions which they
achieve. Campanella reviews and condemns the system of
taxation; advises the encouragement of navigation, because
the key of the ocean is the key of the world ; recommends the
equality of civil laws; the accession of all classes to power;
the encouragement of art and manufacture, as things of more
real value than mines of gold and silver. And while he thus
proclaims the approaching ruin of Spain, the prophetic monk
announces in glowing terms the removation of the world
through the wonderful discoveries of science, and the irre-
sistible progress of human liberty and knowledge.! In 1618,
Antonio Serra, then also in & Neapolitan dungeon, addressed
to the Smrmish Viceroy Lemos & work on the methods of pro-
curing the precious metals in countries which do not possess
mines, in which true principles of trade are first laid down.
Ruin stole on Spain with & more rapid stride than even Cam-
might have anticipated. Between the years 1600 and

619 the peasantry in the diocese of Salamanca had decreased
from 8,384 to 4,185, or more than one-half, and depopulation
was going on at the same rate in other parta of Spain.® The
most fertile fislds were left u:gloughed, the houses were every-

where dilapidated and decayed. The first Cortes of Philip IV.,
1 The treatise of Campanella, De Monarchia Hj: ica, has gone
through many editions, and was translated into En Chilmead,

with & preface by the celebrated William Prynne, 1659. TT8’s tract

is entitled Breve trattato delle cause che possono far abbondare Ii regns

d’orsod’.m,mm oqnoda}ﬁias.hz'ho wnétzn of this school

are descri Storsa d’Italia, lib. xv.

of Political oy, loot, 1, ’ Torias, Prograss
* Davila, Felspe 111. an. 1619, ap. Ranke, sbed. 8. 417.
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who ascended the throne in 1621, complain that if things went
on in their present course there would soon be no labourers
for the field, no pilots for the sea; people would no longer
marry, the nation would become extinct, the clergy alone
surviving without a flock! The chief cities, they remark, are
filled with beggars; whole families abandon house and home
and adopt mendicity as affording the only chance of support.
Yet, though they saw and felt these evils, so blinded were the
Spaniards with bigotry, so utterly unconscious that it was one
of the chief sources of their misery, that these very Cortes
could suggest no better remedy than to change the patron
saint! Their proposition to hand over Spain to the protection
of St. Teresa de Jesus was, however, opposed on the ground
that their former patron 8t. Iago might take offence, * under
whose protection they had seen the whole world at their feet,
and the nation enlightened by science and virtue!”*

The ancient maritime commerce which the Catalans had cCatalan
shared with Geenoa and Venice partook in the general decay. e
At the beginning of the sixteenth century the trade of Bar-
celona was still flourishing, and does not then appear to have
been much injured by the Portuguese discoveries. That city
prided itself on a saying of Charles V., that he deemed it
more honourable and important to be Count of Barcelona
than to have received the Roman Crown. In 1529, however,
Charles fitted out his last fleet from the remnant of the
Catalan marine. Ten years more and Barcelona had a consul
neither at Tunis nor Alexandria; commerce with Constan-
tinople and the Levant was a thing to be no longer ocon-
templated. The new route of ocean commerce was one of the
causes of this decline; a still more direct one was the pre-
dominance of the Turkish pavy in the Mediterranean
the victories of Hayraddin Bar over the Spanish and
Venetian fleets in the Ionian Sea in 1538, the alliance between
Bultan Solyman and Francis I., and the settlements of the
Mahometans on the coast of Africa.

France, like Spain, was also suffering from an erroneous Commercial
system of political economy introduced by Birago, the Garde of
des Bcoaus and Chancellor of Catharine de’ Medici, before
whose time the trade of France seems to have been unfettered.

By birth & Milanese, Birago had adopted the prohibitive and

1 Cortes primeras de Felipe I}, ap. Ranke, 1bid, 8. 417 f,
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protective theories of Venice and other Italian cities, though
his regulations were somewhat better than those observed in
Spain, and were intended to promote the manufactures of
France. He discountenanced only the exportation of raw
materials (matidres premidres) and the importation of manu-
factured articles; a system which from this time forward
pla.ys a great part in the laws and policy of France! Thus
the export of wool, flax, hemp, etc., was forbidden, and on the
other hand the importation of woollen and linen cloths, gold
and silver lace, velvet, satin, arms, tapestry, etc. Drugs
and spices could enter only at certain ports, as Marseilles,
Rouen, Bordeaurx, and La Rochelle. These laws were accom-
panied with others regulating the prices of articles. Special
commissions of notables were appointed in every town to
assess the price of victuals, cloths, and other goods, as well as
to settle the rate of labourers’ wages. This injudicious
meddling had the same operation as in Spain, though not to
the same extent, of depressing the trade and industry of the
nation. At the beginning of the seventeenth century French
manufactures had much deteriorated. France had at one
time the reputation of making the best cloth in the world,
both for dye and texture, but it had now entirely lost its char-
acter. The trade in scarlet cloth exported to Turkey, which
in the time of Francis I. had been very large, had been en-
tively lost. The Turkey trade was now carried on by the
French with ready money only. The author of the Avis au
Rm ublished in 1614, complains that Marseilles alone sent
y to Turkey seven million crowns of silver, and attri-

bntes to this cause the scarcity of that metal in France; what
little there was being mostly foreign coin, and of baser alloy
than the French. The chief cause of the great drain of money
in that direction was that France still imported her spices,
drugs, and cottons from Turkey instead of procuring them
from the East Indies, either through the Amsterdam Com-
ﬁy, or by establishing a company of her own. Other manu-
, &8 that of leather, had also deteriorated ; and although

glass had long been used in France, it was only recently that
it had begun to be made there. As in Spun.thoeapnoeof

! See Isambert, Recueil d’anciennes Loss Frangaises, t. xiv.

3 In the ArcAives Curseuses, 2040 gér. t. i On the trade of F
:tthi'&p:nod seenlsoMemu,Eut.du Commerce dci’mm,tbsd
oo xiv.
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fashion had also proved injurious to trade. The French
gentry disdained to wear articles of home manufacture, and
P instead, at an extravagant price, the rich cloths and
silks of Venice and Genoa; while the inhabitants of those
towns themselves went very simply clad. The Parisians,
however, were already distinguished for their taste in manu-
facturing articles of domestic luxury, and the silver plate made
in that capital was in great demand throughout the world.
Baut, on the whole, commerce drooped, and what little existed
was mostly in the hands of aliens. Commercial pursuits were
not regarded with favour by the higher classes, and the French
gentleman, like the Spanish hidalgo, considered arms to be
the only honourable profession. The decay of trade was
aggravated by the want of good internal communications. In
consequence of theé badness of the roads, merchants were in
many places compelled to send their goode thirty or forty
leagues round, & circumstance which had caused the ruin of
many towns. The rates levied for the maintenance of such
roads as existed were often diverted to other purposes; and
fraudulent bankrupts and other dishonest persons sometimes
took advantage of the neglected and unguarded state of the
highways to pretend a reo%bery or an accident, and thus to
defmuc{ their creditors. When Henry IV. was firmly estab-
lished on the throne, Sully turned his attention to the state of
the roads, made them more direct, and planted their sides with
elms ; which, however, were uprooted by the ignorant popu-
lace. The scheme of joining the Mediterranean and the ocean
by means of a canal was also agitated in Henry’s reign,a.nd
appears to have been suggested in a letter of Cardinal Joyeuse
to the King.' The plan was subsequently discussed in the
council of Mary de’ Medici, “ but,” says Richelieu, “ the enter-
Pprise was too great for the times, nor was there anybody who
cared enough for the commerce and riches of France to sup-
port it.” ? The execution of that useful and magnificent work
was reserved for the reign of Louis XVI. Sully, however,
began the canal of Briare to join the Seine and Loire; a work
not completed till the reign of Louis XIII.

France was saved by its agricultural wealth and by the care

! Archives Curicuses, 22d¢ sér. t. i. p. 12, ed. note. On the state of
trade, finance, etc. under Henry IV., the work of M. Poisson is of
great aunthority.

3 Mémoires, t. i. p. 179.
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of Sully, who, though he paid little attention to commerce,
and indeed strangely regarded foreign trade and home manu-
factures as sources of impoverishment,' was 